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Ships Project::::::::
From the Admiral…..
The more information I seem to have to
share the more difficult this report seems
to be. Currently I’m still attempting to pick
up the pieces since my return from
England and Europe.
I was fortunate enough to spend a total of
nine days at The National Archives at Kew
(TNA).
Although this wasn’t my first
chance to visit TNA I’m still overwhelmed
for the first couple of days at their facilities
and the original records one can research.
My thanks must go to the staff at TNA for
their patience and assistance when this
“mad Australia” starts what I now call
“Desperation Research”.
There isn’t anything like looking at original
records however, I was extremely
distressed at the condition of some of the
records and wonder how long they can
continue to let us research these records.
In the nine days I was able to look at over
fifty original records. While some of these
records are small when it comes to the
amount of pages in the file; others are
unbelievably large both in size and the
number of pages in the record.
My major concern now is how to access
some of these records which aren’t
available from any other source either
online or in microfilm format in any other
facility elsewhere in the world.
I’m
particularly wanting to access documents
in the series WO23. These records are
similar to a master index on British Army
men who went to pension and are in huge
files normally covering a ten year period
and filed in ten regiment lots.

I’ll keep thinking about these records to
see how this may be done.
I was also fortunate to spend one day at
The British Library in the African & Indian
Room and whilst this wasn’t near enough
time to learn exactly what they have
available for the research in men who
served in the East India Company Armies
at least I now have some idea how their
system works.
Anyone planning to visit either TNA or the
British Library I’m more than happy to
meet with to pass on some tips and things
I’ve discovered on my visits.
I’ve mentioned previously about the
incredible research Peter Short has been
conducting on all known Pension Payment
Registers for the Australian Colonies
WO22. While this is an ongoing project
for Peter now that I’ve had the opportunity
to take an extensive look at this index I’m
even more impressed at what Peter has
carried out.
The remainder of the team are still
gathering information for the men on the
ships they have undertaken to research.
Remember I’m more than happy to
exchange
information
with
all
descendants of the Enrolled Pensioners.
This will enable the group to “flesh” out
the story of all men who served in the
Enrolled Pensioner Force and also to
ensure the information we will publish has
been verified.
Margaret Hickey
“Admiral of the Fleet”
Ships Project
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Deputy Convenor’s Report
Sadly the Convenor’s position remains
vacant and I urge all members to seriously
consider if you could fill this job. Both
John Knowles and Tom have proved it is
not onerous - they have many other
commitments!
By the time you read this you will have
survived the strains of the Christmas and
New Year’s rampage. We hope that
2016 brings you all, health, happiness,
and a sense of calm & well being!
Family Tree Maker (FTM) – It was sad to
hear last month of Ancestry’s foolish
decision to stop selling the FTM software
in December 2015.
Amongst all the
reasons for the decision, it ‘appears’- to
the cynical, the one of import (to them) –
was money. They will now concentrate on
the on-line experience…
Of course, they will support the program,
sort of, for the next few years, I guess.
However, several other companies have
rushed in to offer ‘cheap’ prices so you
can change over. Don’t rush, you may
have noticed (in my humble opinion) the
last few years have not seen any massive
gains in FTM features. Sure it’s prettier,
and you now have “shaking leaves” – but
weren’t they really just a trap to get you to
purchase a subscription?
Your FTM
should work just fine for years yet.
There have been 9,000+ outpourings of
rage over this decision, with many people
vowing to cancel their subscriptions. And
this point I offer these comments – you
can get around 4-5 years subscription to
WAGS for their price and it includes other
subscription sites as well. READ the fine
print on Ancestry re ownership of your
tree and its data!

For more information
Information on Family
Desktop Software”

see
Tree

“More
Maker

http://blogs.ancestry.com/ (1200+ posts ).
A reminder: have you completed the
WAGS volunteer information form? It is
needed to confirm what you are currently
doing, or have done in the past. It will be
used to update WAGS records and will be
the basis of a new Award. Please include
EPG SIG committee positions.
Anniversaries:Jan: Lincelles 1862, Hougoumont 1868,
Strathmore 1871
February:
Dudbrook 1853, Palmerston
1861, Merchantman (1) 1863, Naval
Brigade 1874
March: William Hammond 1856
Our next Meeting is 10am on February
27th, with the speaker yet to confirm.
(As always see WAGS events, or sign
up for e-news.)
The 2016 meetings are:27th Feb,
16th April,
16th July,
15th Oct
(Don’t forget to put them in your diary.)
See you there !
Ian Barnes
Deputy Convenor (# 9003)
.
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By Friends Remember’d...
(Part One)
By Peter Conole
The words above are from a poem by Mr
Pratt (whoever he was) published in The
Gentleman’s Magazine of April 1810. The
piece honoured the in-pensioners of
Chelsea Hospital, a place the poet
celebrated as a ‘palace of their own’ for
battered old army veterans. As was the
case right up to the time when the
Enrolled Pensioner Force arrived in
Western Australia, the vast majority of
veterans who received some support were
out-pensioners. All told over 60,000
pensioners were on the books when the
Napoleonic Wars ended in 1815. The
number rose to 85,000 by 1828 in the
aftermath of a number of imperial conflicts
in India, West and South Africa and
South-East Asia (1).
This piece is aimed at shedding some
extra light on both the origins and
development of the British Army’s
pensioner system and the important roles
many
men,
specifically
the
outpensioners, continued to play within the
military establishment.
From the year 1661 Britain had a regular
army at its disposal, one more or less
stable and closely bound to the monarchy.
Elaborate
and
sometimes
bizarre
administrative structures were created to
administer the gradually expanding
collection of regiments. It would take a
dissertation to explain the system (2) but
for present purposes it is necessary to
consider just one aspect.
The monarch of the day – King Charles II
– got the idea that aged, worn out, infirm
or crippled soldiers were entitled to care
and consideration. Officers were eligible

for pensions from a contingency fund
established in 1661, which meant they
could go on ‘half pay’ whilst not in actual
service. Common soldiers were left out,
though some veterans were retained on
the muster rolls without being required to
perform duties. Lump sums were paid as
a ‘Kings Bounty’ to widows and orphans.
The King decided it was not good enough
and was persuaded by his illegitimate son,
the Duke of Monmouth, to build a hospital
and refuge for deserving old warriors on
the same lines as Les Invalides, the Paris
hospital opened for aged, wounded and
disabled soldiers in 1674.
In October 1679 King Charles issued a
royal warrant to the Duke of Ormonde
(Lord Lieutenant of Ireland) for the
building of a ‘Hospital for such aged and
maimed officers and soldiers as might be
discharged as unserviceable and to make
a deduction of six pence in the pound
from all military pay towards that
project’(3).
Building began at Kilmainham near Dublin
in April 1680 and in March 1684 the first
pensioners were admitted – ten officers
and 100 soldiers. The wars of the 1690s
made it impossible to include all deserving
cases in the system. In 1698 most of the
men on the rolls were being paid 18
pence per week as out-pensioners instead
of being maintained in the hospital itself.
The more famous establishment in
England was soon to open its doors. King
Charles ran into resistance from
Parliament in 1679 which, because of a
combination of fear of ‘tyranny’ and what
can only be described as sheer stupidity,
declared all military forces to be illegal. He
then dissolved Parliament and on
September 1681 ordered Sir Stephen
Fox, Paymaster of the Forces, to build an
appropriate institution close to the capital.
There is a persistent tradition that the Nell
Gwynn, the King’s popular and kindly
favourite mistress, came up with the idea
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and donated land for the project. She
certainly emerged as a benefactor of the
Hospital and pensioners drank toasts to
her memory for centuries. Fox found
means to finance the project on Royal
Society property or purchased land at
Chelsea. The King generously endowed
the project and laid the foundation stone
in early 1682.
From 1684 Chelsea Hospital was
supported by a tax on the purchase price
of army commissions and a 5% deduction
from all military pay. Sir Christopher
Wren’s work on the building and grounds
was not completed until 1690. The first inpensioners, soldiers disabled by wounds
or age, were admitted from February
1692. They numbered 476 and were
balanced
by
out-pensioners:
four
companies of invalids still capable of
serving in some capacity and who were
armed and quartered as garrison troops at
Windsor, Hampton Court, Teignmouth and
Chester (4).
The out-pensioners, for obvious reasons,
are at the centre of most of what follows.
Even back then they were called enrolled
pensioners, a familiar term to all readers.
Their use as a vital factor in fortress
defence continued for generations.
Although not fully fit for general service in
the field, they were valued in times of
crisis because there were frequent
problems in recruiting sufficient new
soldiers for regiments of the line, whether
horse or foot. Such pensioners were not
organised in regiments but rather in
companies, often simply named after their
captains. Another oddity is that they
shared facilities with master gunners and
gunners of the Royal Artillery who,
strangely, were not actually part of the
army as such. They were controlled by the
Board of Ordnance (5).
During the first half of the 1700s Britain
was involved in two major conflicts – the
Spanish Succession War (1702-1713) and

the Austrian Succession War (1740-1748)
- which stretched financial and manpower
resources and perhaps convinced the
political elites of the need for a solid
military establishment. That was pegged
to a maximum of 30,000 in 1749, but the
outbreak and course of the vast and
indeed global Seven Years War (17561763) put an end to much penny-pinching.
Before the conflict broke out a very
capable de facto Army chief-of-staff took
office, Lord Jean-Louis Ligonier, a general
of Huguenot descent. He entered the
picture at a critical moment in 1755.
After war began Ligonier presided over a
massive increase in army numbers,
including the raising of an additional 12
independent companies of Chelsea outpensioners for garrison duties in the
homeland from 1756. As the war
expanded and intensified the Royal Navy
was able to fend off all invasion attempts,
but recruitment problems remained dire
because of the need to send many
soldiers overseas. The out-pensioners
were called into service in ever greater
numbers, a total of nearly 4000 men in at
least 36 companies by the year 1759.
They served as garrison men at numerous
strongholds both during and after the
conflict.
Their usage does not take into account
veterans who should have been
pensioned off, but who stayed in those
regular regiments assigned only to home
defence. There was some consolation
after the victorious end of the war. A royal
warrant of February 1766 provided
additional subsistence money to men
discharged as invalids fit for admission to
Chelsea. This helped out-patients a lot, as
not all could enter the hospital at once and
many never did (6).
Also in the aftermath one additional
benefit arising from the existence of
companies of enrolled pensioners must
have become obvious to some members
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of the officer corps. Those aging
lieutenants and captains who could not
afford to retire after the war ended in
1763, or who lacked the money to buy
their way up the ranks, realised that solid
service with out-pensioner companies had
certain advantages.
One revealing case is that of Captain
John Knox, late of the 99th Regiment of
Foot, a Scots-Irish officer who did very
well in the American campaigns from
1757 onwards ending in the conquest of
Canada. After the peace treaties of 1763
yet another downsizing of the Army
resulted in him spending a dozen years on
half-pay. The outbreak of the American
War of Independence in 1775 generated
the usual difficult recruiting problems and
the use of dozens of enrolled pensioner
companies for garrison work. John Knox
was called into service and given
command of a company of invalids based
at Berwick in northern England during
1775.
Captain Knox did his duty, but he was
now in his mid-50s and rather bitter.
Quarrels with both superior and junior
officers
followed.
One
lieutenant
complained about him and Knox was
rejected when he begged for further
promotion, though he was told in the
nicest way: ‘Officers of Invalids are not
promoted in the service, but enjoy the
honourable ease they have so well
merited’. Squabbles at Berwick continued
until 1777, including problems with pay,
the specific duties of pensioners and
personality clashes among officers.
Members of the EPG Special Interest
Group may be familiar with such matters
as some officers of the Pensioner Force in
WA also engaged in quarrels.
Poor Knox was under a lot of strain and in
declining health. He died in February
1778, leaving his wife Jane (nee Clare) of
County Cork with an income of 26 pounds
a year. The War Office told her that extra

funding ‘was confined to officer’s widows
and orphans who have no other provision’
(7).
During the time those petty dramas were
resolved in Berwick Britain was about to
reach the critical stages of a losing war
against not just the rebellious American
colonies but also France, Spain and the
Netherlands. In 1774 recruiting difficulties
were already apparent and never enough
troops were available to both fight in the
colonies and defend the homeland as
well. Only a third of an establishment of
120,000 was available to fight overseas
during the most dangerous period, when
even more garrison troops than usual
were needed. The Government had from
quite early on been forced to recruit
German mercenaries. The Royal Navy
saved the day but some sections of the
British political elite had still not learned
their lesson, for the usual trimming down
and neglect of the Army began again in
1783 (8).
Fortunately for Britain Prime Minister
William Pitt the Younger had the foresight
to push through a build-up over the next
few years. By 1790 41,000 effective
troops were in peace time service, about a
quarter of them in England. Some
Independent companies of foot were also
raised, while by 1793 the usual array of
companies of invalids (out-pensioners)
were scattered about, no less than 39 of
them in various forts and posts. In passing
it is worth noting that about 20, 000
military
pensioners
were
receiving
subsistence by 1792. Pensions were not
given freely (they had to be applied for)
and could be forfeited in cases of bad
conduct. In 1814 a scale of payments for
out-pensioners was published, ranging
from 18 pounds per annum down to three
or four shillings a week (9).
The outbreak of war with Revolutionary
France in 1793 plunged Britain into the
direst series of crises in its national history
up until 1940 and the nation was
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transformed over the next 22 years into
what amounted to a kind of ‘fiscal-military’
State. Drastic reforms were needed to
maximise recruiting, starting with a new
Catholic Relief Act in 1793. Catholic Irish
were now allowed to join the Army or
militia on the same basis as everybody
else.
Furthermore,
educated
and
ambitious young Irishmen could obtain
commissions as officers and largish
numbers of them stepped forward to
serve, particularly after the end of the
sectional revolt of 1798 (10).
The war years also saw a major change of
direction in the use of Chelsea outpensioners. During a brief lull in hostilities,
in December 1802 seven garrison
battalions were formed by uniting various
garrison companies of invalids and
additional Chelsea out-pensioners willing
to serve but unfit for the rigours of normal
campaigning. The military authorities were
impressed by the results and they were all
re-titled Royal Veteran Battalions in July
1804. Over the next few years these
military pensioner battalions increased in
number to 13, with a probable total
strength of over 10,000 officers and men.
As per usual they served mostly on
garrison duty around the British Isles.
However
something
very
different
happened for some, a reflection of the dire
necessities of the war against Napoleonic
France. Four battalions went to serve
overseas. The 1st Battalion was based at
Gibraltar from 1805-1810 when the
fortress was under siege or blockade by
the Spaniards and France in turn. A
campaign in the Netherlands followed in
1813-1814 as part of an army under Lord
Lynedoch, during which the battalion held
the port of Willemstad. The 2nd Battalion
garrisoned the Portuguese island of
Madiera from 1809 to 1814 – the place
was an important Atlantic base for Britain.
The 10th Battalion served in Canada from
December 1806 and was actually thrown
into battle when war broke out with the
United States in 1812. The unit fought

with distinction in three victorious
engagements before being relegated to
garrison duty. The 13th Battalion served in
the Netherlands during 1815, although it
was not present at Waterloo (11).
The successful deployment of such large
numbers of military pensioners outside
Britain was a precursor of things to come
in far corners of the world, culminating in
the arrival of the Enrolled Pensioner Force
in WA.
Notes
(1)Haythornthwaite, P.J. The Armies of
Wellington (Arms and Armour Press, 1994),
p74.
(2)See Ascoli, D. A Companion to the British
Army, Book Club Associates (1984), pp14-45
for an excellent overview of arrangements
from 1660 to the Cardwell reforms of 1871.
(3)Walton, C.E. History of the British Standing
Army, 1660-1700 (London, 1894), pp595-597.
(4)Williams, N. St John, Redcoats and
Courtesans (Brassey’s, UK, 1994), pp106-108
and Fraser, A. King Charles II (Weidenfeld
and Nicholson, London, 1979), pp432-433.
(5)Rogers. H. C. B., The British Army of the
Eighteenth Century (George Allen and Unwin,
1977), p18.
(6)Rogers, op.cit, pp25-26, 47-48 and
Whitworth, R. Field Marshal Lord Ligonier
(Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1958), pp209, 233,
282.
(7)Knox, J., with introduction by Connell, B.
The Siege of Quebec (Folio Society, 1976),
pp10-11.
(8)Rogers, op cit, pp30-31.
(9)Knight, R. Britain Against Napoleon (Allen
Lane, 2013), pp49-51 and Haythornthwaite,
op cit, p 74.
(10)Knight, op cit, Foreword-pXXII, with
Bartlett, T. and Jeffery, K. A. Military History of
Ireland (Cambridge University Press, 1996),
pp332-333.
(11)Haythornthwaite,
op
cit,
p177,
Malcolmson, R. Historical Dictionary of the
War of 1812 (The Scarecrow Press,
Maryland, 2006), p552 and Bamford, A. A
Bold and Ambitious Enterprise (Frontline
Books, 2013), pp105-106.
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Runnymede
by John Knowles

First things first … in the 1800s at least
three Runnymede’s sailed WA waters, all
different ships that occasionally misled
researchers as to Runnymede EPGs:


Runnymede 1840, made her way
here from Hobart June 1840 with the
51st Regiment relieving the 21st
Regiment stationed in Albany. It had
transported 200 convicts to Hobart.
The WA relief comprised Captain
Bolles, Lieutenant Egerton-Warburton,
a sergeant and 31 soldiers most listed
in the The Bicentennial Dictionary of
Western Australians (BDWA).



Runnymede 1856 (our ship) built
Sunderland 1854, it left Plymouth,
England June 15 1856 and 84 days
later arrived in Fremantle September 7
1856 with 89 passengers and 248
convicts - William Burrows captain and
Henry Edmonds surgeon.



Runnymede 1881 built by John
Watson at Battery Point Hobart 1849,
on 27 October 1881 the Runnymede
under Captain Travis and 27 crew put
in to Albany. A month later anchored in
Frenchman Bay it sunk in heavy gales.

th

It is the 800 anniversary of the Magna
Carta signed at Runnymede … what
better excuse to dust of the keyboard and
write about my voyage as the “Captain” of
the Runnymede!
My interest in family history arose from
Grandfather Jack Knowles’ stories. He
came to Nannup from Lancashire aged 18
in 1924. In 1990, Jack wrote about his life,
he told of weavers and warpers in mills
who did strange things like “kissing the
shuttle” … there is at least one Lancashire
weaver on the Runnymede, a deft link.
Soon after, I began to check his
recollections on the newly released Family
Search website. I found myself swinging
like
Tarzan
in
an
ever-growing
genealogical jungle, charts and papers
plastered over the walls and windows of
my study, books piled high, cds strewn
about and filing cabinets crammed to
overflowing. Now it is all on my iPad …
the jungle now only a forest.
In the process, those jungle vines led to
Swan River Colonists, convicts and
Enrolled Pensioner Guards (EPG) that are
ancestors. One was EPG James
McMahon aboard the Runnymede. I had
mistakenly taken Jimmy to be a Crimean
War Veteran. Diane Oldman kindly
corrected my error and encouraged me to
take on the Runnymede under the
watchful gaze of Admiral Hickey! Thx
Diane … I soon confronted more brick
walls than a graffiti artist!
This led me to join the EPG Group at
WAGs … and I have learned much, most
of all, how little I know and that listening to
those who do know stuff is very important!

To the best of my knowledge, there is not
a definitive list of the EPGs on
Runnymede
1856,
existing
detail
ultimately draws upon family history that
inform lists and books such as
Broomhall’s The Veterans.
Some lists compiled for Runnymede 1856
include soldiers on Runnymede 1840;
William Beardman, James Cunningham,
Peter McGlade and John Nicholls to name
a few. Chaff to be sorted from the
Runnymede 1856 wheat.
Whilst Runnymede 1856 lay in Plymouth
Sound loading convicts it’s Corporal,
William Nevan murdered Runnymede’s
Sgt Major Ben Robinson. The Plymouth
Times reports Nevan’s "not guilty, it
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happened by accident" deliberately
shooting Robinson in the stomach. His
plea fell on deaf ears - Nevan became
one of 17 English public executions that
year.
The Runnymede sailed two weeks after
the murder - four then EPGs were
witnesses at the trial as Runnymede 1856
made its way to Fremantle - William
Cromer, Fenton Kinniard, Daniel Sullivan
(probably aboard the Clara) and Joseph
Sullivan.
The Plymouth Times states that the EPGs
are Dartmoor Prison recruits, Broomhall
quotes the same for Daniel Sullivan
above. The Dartmoor recruitment theme
continues in Mary Shea’s obituary,
Geraldton Guardian 12 June 1915:
She came out in the year 1857 with her
husband
(Timothy,
15th
Regiment,
Crimean War Veteran) and young son
Patrick, a daughter … being born in an
intermediate port, supposed to be
Princetown
Jamaica.
The
ship
Runnymede, in which they had left
England, having sprung a leak, they had
to wait another three months for another,
the Clara, in which they came on to Swan
River. The husband was a warder of
convicts on board, and had been a warder
at Dartmoor prison in England.
Finding warder records employed at
Dartmoor Prison 1855-57 is a current line
of research to increase the Runnymede
list.
Dear Reader, the above shows that I have
identified seven people who could have
been on board Runnymede but were not doing poorly really!
The Runnymede had thirty EPGs,
nineteen wives, eighteen sons and
twenty-two daughters. I believe I have
found nine EPGs, eight wives, thirteen

sons and nine daughters … where are the
other twenty-one EPGs and their families?
Turning to the art of deduction, I estimate
there are 225-250 EPGs NOT assigned a
ship AND with no published reference to
them being in the colony OR if there is a
reference, its date is post Runnymede
1856. At an hour’s research per EPG, two
hours per week I should be through that
lot in two or so years! Look forward to
another Runnymede article in 2018.
The nine EPGs identified for Runnymede
derive from secondary records and family
history, until and if a manifest turns up for
EPGs on the Runnymede, here they are:
1. William Betts, born 1809 Banbury
Oxfordshire a Baker enlisted 3 June
1829
Westminster
WO97/19/44
discharged Birmingham 25 October
1853 Light Dragoons Private 800
struck off EPG roll 8 December 1856.
Source EPG Newsletter January 2001
& Broomhall.
2. Hugh Dysart, born August 1811
Tarbolton Ayrshire a Collier enlisted 9
July 1830 County Ayr WO97/411/72
discharged Newcastle on Tyne 31 May
1851 21st Regiment Fusiliers Private
722 and died 1883 Mt Eliza Invalid
Depot WA Death Registry (WADR)
11757 arrived with wife Lilly and son
James. Source Broomhall & BDWA.
3. John Gregory born Ballyconnell
Cavan Ireland a Labourer enlisted
Cavan 28 Dec 1830 WO97/462/69
discharged Glasgow 6 June 1848 27th
Regiment Private 631 and died 1866
WADR 3523 arrived with wife Ann
Morton and children Eliza, Ann Jane
and George. Source BDWA.
4. Robert Holgate born 1807 Colne
Lancashire a weaver enlisted 24 Feb
1826
Burnley
Lancashire
WO97/1236/194 discharged Jersey 11
9

Jan 1848 2nd Battalion Royal Artillery
a Gunner and Driver died 7 Jan 1868
Fremantle
WADR
3786
under
"Aldgate" arrived with wife Mary
McCoy and children Mary Ann, John
Alexander and Henrietta Elizabeth.
Source EPG Newsletter October 2002.
5. John Leighton born 15 Feb 1820
Legan Longford Ireland a Boot Maker
enlisted 27 Jan 1840 Eniskellen
Fermanagh
Ireland
WO97/81/43
discharged York Barracks 20 June
1853 6th Dragoons Private 631 died
17 Oct 1898 Fremantle WADR 1169
arrived with wife Margaret Sutherland
and children John, Thomas and
James. Source BDWAD.
6. Thomas
McCreery
born
1829
Enniskillen Fermanagh Ireland a
Weaver enlisted 21 May
1846
Dundee,
Forfar
Scotland
WO97/283/11 discharged 6 November
1849 Fermoy Ireland 6th Regiment of
Foot Private 2674 died 21 July 1908
Northam WADR 65 arrived with wife
Catherine Adams and children William,
Catherine and Margaret. Source
Broomhall & BDWA.

children George, John
and Mary
Ann. Source Broomhall & BDWA.
9. John Scannell born 1811 Fermoy
Cork Ireland a Labourer enlisted 18
Feb 1831 Fermoy WO97/467/9
discharged 14 June 1852 Dublin 27th
Regiment Private 716 died 1863,
Fowlers Bay, South Australia; then a
shepherd, arrived with wife Margaret
Smith and sons John and George.
Source Family History from son
George.
Any additions, omissions and
corrections
warmly
received

or
at

jknowles@westnet.com.au

www.convictrecords.com.au/ships/runnymede
1856 Voyage

7. James
McMahon
born
1810
Portumna Galway Ireland a Labourer
enlisted Ireland 17 May 1828
WO97/414/312 discharged Edinburgh
23 February 1849 21st Regiment of
Foot Private 680 died 1 April 1875
Fremantle WADR 8430 arrived with
wife Mary Martin and children James,
Ann and Mary with son Joseph being
born en route at sea. Source
Broomhall & BDWA.
8. George Pidgeon born 1826 Leicester
a Tanner and Dyer enlisted 28 March
1834
Leicester
WO97/1580/115
discharged 4 May 1855 Mullingar
Ireland 62nd Regiment of Foot Private
1049 died 1929 Moora WADR 17
arrived with wife Mary Ann Collins and
10
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Ships Project From the
Admirals Diary …..
Recently a War Office (WO) document
was bought to my attention by one of the
members of the Ships Project Team.
While at least one other member of the
team had previously seen this document I
had not. It gave a list of some of the EPG
who arrived on the “William Jardine”. As
we don’t have a specific member
researching this ship I’ve been trying to
keep it updated along with all other ships
not currently allocated to a member. This
ship previously had only sixteen names
allocated to it. We were aware that a total
of twenty-nine men had arrived on this
ship. Four of the team have consequently
spent many hours working on this list
along with other information we had
already collected. If what we have
gathered is correct then we now have the
full complement of twenty-nine men.
You’ve no idea how good this feels having
put this list together.
Along with
everything else we do this brings the good
with the bad. At least six of these names
don’t appear in “The Veterans” which
means we’re adding new names nearly
every week to the list of men who don’t
appear in Broomhall’s book.
My main aim in passing this information
on to you all is to reinforce the idea that it
you find a document that you’ve never
seen before please pass it on to
somebody involved in the project. We
may not have seen it before or it may
refresh somebody’s memory that they
also have seen the information and need
to re-investigate the information it
contains.

A list of the ships currently being
researched are listed in the next column.
We’re still looking for assistance if we’re to
get something published later this year.
Do we have your “Man’s” information it
would be a shame when we publish if we
missed you?
Would you like to assist the Project,
however, don’t have the time to research
a complete ship? I would be happy to
give you a handful of names you could
research.
Clara 1857
Clara 1864
Clyde 1863
Corona 1866
Dudbrook 1854
Edwin Fox 1858
Hashemy 1850
Hougoumont 1868
Lincelles 1862
Merchantman 1863
Mermaid 1851
Naval Brigade 1874
Norwood 1862
Pyrenees 1851
Pyrenees 1853
Racehorse 1865
Robert Small 1853
Runnymede 1856
Scindian 1850
Sea Park 1854
Vimiera 1865
William Hammond 1856
Belgravia 1866 (completed)

Margaret Hickey
“Admiral of the Fleet”
email: kintore2011@gmail.com

Deputy Convenor’s Report

For more information & online petition go
to:

Our next meeting is the AGM, I urge you
to come along, as all positions will be
made vacant.

https://www.change.org/p/malcolmturnbull-mp-stop-cuts-to-national-libraryof-australia-save-trove

Please consider nominating - your help
and point of view on the Committee could
make us more relevant to our members
and WAGS generally.
After my last comments concerning
Family Tree Maker (FTM), I was glad to
hear of the sale of FTM for both Windows
and Macs to MacKiev Software.
(see: https://www.mackiev.com/ftm/)
Reminder (again): have you completed
the WAGS volunteer information form? It
is needed to confirm what you are
currently doing, or have done in the past.
It will be used to update WAGS records
and will be the basis of a new Award.
Please include EPG SIG committee
positions.
Anniversaries:April: Pyrenees -1853, Clara 1864
May: Mermaid 1851, Sea Park 1854,
Stag 1855, Clyde 1863
June: Scindian 1850, Pyrenees 1851,
Lord Raglan 1858, Norwood 1862

Our next meeting is 10am on 16th April,
with two speakers:Angela Heymans on the new
WAGS Military SIG
Julie Martin on ‘Facebook for
Fuddy Duddies’
(As always see WAGS events, or sign up
for the e-news to get the latest).
See you there!
Ian Barnes
Deputy Convenor (# 9003)
Diary Dates:
The 2016 meetings for the rest of the year
are :16th July
15th Oct
Please put them in your diary.

We hope to have a list of the complement
of the guards on our SIG page shortly.

Vale

The National Library of Australia (NLA) is
a significant tool for Genealogists. The
Federal Government has imposed harsh
“efficiency dividends” on the Library which
will severely disrupt existing services.

Death of one of our very early members.

Trove will have important parts of its
service scrapped, especially the collection
of content from museums and universities.

He was very involved in our early days.
His ancestor Pensioner Guard’s wife was
the schoolmistress – of what is today the
Claremont Museum.

Sadly Jack Herbert died in June 2015.

Our thoughts are with his family.

By Friends Remember’d...
(Part Two)
by Peter Conole and Diane Oldman
As discussed in Part One, during the
Napoleonic Wars thousands of relatively
fit and able military pensioners were
formed into 13 Royal Veteran Battalions
for largely garrison service in Britain or
overseas. They were disbanded between
the years 1814 to 1816 as a premature
cost-cutting
measure.
Times
were
changing and internal turbulence emerged
in Britain (1).
The subsequent use of military pensioners
played out in various ways around the
Empire during the following decades. Four
key areas are discussed separately, for
developments elsewhere shed light on
WA’s experience with the Enrolled
Pensioner Force.
Britain. Over 61000 veterans were
receiving pensions by 1819. Potentially
unruly or discontented former servicemen
presented both a problem and a partial
solution
when
arrangements
for
preserving public peace were inadequate.
The ‘Peterloo Massacre’ in Manchester in
1819 caused a public outcry when poorly
trained mounted yoemanry assaulted a
crowd. British governments eventually
decided that men with solid military
experience were better options for law
enforcement than enthusiastic amateurs.
Continuing economic distress and political
agitation resulting in, for example, the
Luddite and Rebecca riots and the
Chartist disturbances, led to the
conscription of many army veterans as
special constables. Thousands were
sworn in during the Chartist riots of May
1839 to assist the regular police, guard
key buildings, patrol streets and disperse

mobs. The Manchester outbreak of
August 1842 was something of a fiasco
for the ill-equipped veterans. The
Government finally pushed through an
1843 Act allowing the raising of
companies of out-pensioners to aid the
civil power. Nearly 3000 enrolled
pensioners were issued with arms and
uniforms in 13 cities during 1844.
About 1300 of them were deployed in
London
during
the
Chartist
demonstrations of 1848. Other pensioners
distinguished themselves at Leicester
during May of that year, when they moved
forward with fixed bayonets to aid the
police. The rioters dispersed without any
loss of life. There was a similar incident at
Manchester in the same month. The role
of the pensioners expanded to include, for
example, special duty in the Tower of
London in 1852 during the Duke of
Wellington’s funeral.
To sum up, the pensioners had been of
much greater use operating in armed,
disciplined, and uniformed companies
than as special constables. They
foreshadowed the creation of a more
highly developed Police Force (2).
Canada.
The
Canadian
provinces
benefitted from the presence of Royal
Veteran Battalions in the War of 1812
against the USA, even if one of their
officers (after a victory!) wryly observed
they were “worn down by unconquerable
drunkenness”. Imperial authorities thought
better of their 1816 decision to withdraw
them: companies of pensioners were
formed again and sent to garrison
Newfoundland from 1824 onwards.
Financial problems led to more radical
steps in the 1850s. Lord Henry Grey
(Secretary of State for War and the
Colonies) informed Governor General
Lord Elgin that regular British Army units
based in Canada would be reduced in
number and that the locals needed to
raise, arm and train more militia.

Companies of enrolled pensioners could
be used to help out in the period of
transition as garrison troops and as a
quasi-police establishment.
Captain James Tulloch visited Canada in
April 1849 to assess the feasibility of the
scheme and make recommendations. He
suggested the despatch of pensioners to
12 locations in the west of Canada, with
the proviso that the men should be given
land grants near townships. All was
agreed and a warrant authorised the
recruiting of 1000 veterans for service in
Canada. With the arrival of the first draft in
July 1851 the gradual withdrawal of British
regulars began. By 1855 nearly two thirds
of the regulars had left: pensioners’
companies were on permanent duty as
special guards, garrison men, police and
guards of honour on ceremonial
occasions. At the same time the
Canadians were in the process of raising
and training large numbers of local militia.
A report of April 1857 indicated all was
going well. The provinces were moving
towards a high degree of military selfreliance. On June 39, 1858 the permanent
duty pensioners ceased operations. The
companies were disbanded on October 31
of the same year. They were not
forgotten. Their years of solid, efficient
duty have been described as “a turning
point in Canada’s military evolution from
colony to nation” (3).
Van Dieman’s Land (Tasmania). Army
pensioners in a reasonable state of health
or who had finished their terms of service
arrived in Tasmania as convict guards.
They obtained small land grants in return
for 12 days military service a year. They
were also required to turn out in force to
defend the colony in the event of invasion
or rebellions. The first group of 63 men
plus their families arrived in 1826-1827
and were placed among five settlements.
A larger batch of 109 (along with 107
wives and children) turned up in 1832.

The final contingent of 527 men (with
1094 women and children) arrived in
penny packets from 1850 to 1856.
The Tasmanian pensioners oversaw
public works, supervised convicts and
acted as mounted police on occasion.
From 1851 onwards groups of them did
duty on rotation on the Victorian
Goldfields and some were involved in the
Eureka Stockade business. Their land
grants sometimes fell on infertile ground.
By the late 1850s about 103 men had left
the colony (roughly one in seven) and
more drifted away in the following years.
There is no need to draw particularly
negative conclusions about the tendency
to seek greener pastures. Enrolled
pensioners were able to lead quite varied
lives and, as the West Australian
experience shows, were not strictly tied to
their land allocations and had no trouble in
moving into occupations outside the
confines of military life. They were free
agents when they chose to be and could
move from one colony to another with
ease and continue to draw their pensions
in the process. As one British newspaper
noted in regard to those veterans: “The
Australian colonies offer a temperate
climate to the wife and ultimately useful
employment to the husband” (4).

New Zealand. After the First Maori War
ended Governor George Grey asked the
London authorities to provide troops for
long-term protection of settlers. The
Government approved the forming of a
corps consisting of army veterans – the
Royal New Zealand Fencibles. The latter
were raised for specific local defence and
garrison duty and could not be transferred
elsewhere. The Corps was to consist of
veterans in good health and of decent
character. Most of them had families to
support. A total of 721 fencibles (plus
about 1800 family members) arrived
between the years 1847-1852.

They were settled in four villages just
south of the main administrative centre of
the colony, Auckland. They were Howick,

23, 1863. At least 75 former fencibles
joined up, along with scores of their sons.
Maori raids reached the area just south of
Auckland and the militia were active in
repelling
them
in
several
small
engagements
between
July
and
September, 1863. During November of
that year and January 1864 the militia
helped build some defensive blockhouses
in the Waikato district, but by February
most of them were released from service.

http://www.fencible.org.nz/

The arrival of various British regiments
and thousands of volunteers from the
Australian colonies ended the crisis after
months of hard fighting later in 1864,
although lower scale conflict continued for
years. Veterans of the New Zealand
Fencibles had done well by an emerging
nation and the Corps is honoured to this
day.

Onehunga, Otahuhu and Panmure. Apart
from purely military duties the men built
small forts and redoubts around Auckland
and several roads. Their officers served
under generous conditions whereas the
lower ranks received a cottage, an acre of
cleared land and farm equipment. Then
and later they had to turn out for drill 12
days a year and attend an inspection
parade every Sunday. On the plus side
they could earn extra money as farm
labourers and after serving seven years
they got to keep their land, cottage etc. As
an early and reliable authority on the
fencibles wrote “the discipline and drill of
these old soldiers were excellent”.
So was their performance in times of
crisis. On April 23, 1851 they gathered
under arms to help regulars fend off an
attack on Auckland by Maoris who arrived
in Mechanics Bay via a large fleet of
canoes. The Maoris thought better of it
and retreated after an exchange of gifts.
The vast majority of the fencibles including their commanding officer Major
William Kenny - remained in New Zealand
as permanent settlers after the last period
of their service expired in 1859.
When a major war broke out again
Auckland was once more under direct
threat. All able-bodied teenagers and
adult males (up to the age of 65) in the
town and surrounding settlements were
mustered for service in the militia on June

Their various roles and conditions of
service resembled those of veteran
counterparts in Canada and Tasmania
and of the Enrolled Pensioner Force in
WA. The social gulf between officers and
men, the obligation to muster regularly for
drill, the Sunday parades, the cottages,
the small plots of land, the opportunity to
start new lives and so on reveal that the
various
colonial
military
pensioner
establishments had much in common.
Western Australia received the largest
number. Their value as defenders of the
colony was evident in 1865: pensioners at
Camden Harbour deterred an attack by
Asian maritime visitors engaged in slave
raiding as well as lawful fishing activity.
Notes
(1) Haythornthwaite, P.J. The Armies of
Wellington, Arms and Armour Press (1994),
p177; Brown, S. ‘British Regiments and the
men who led them: Royal Veteran reserve
and garrison battalions’ www.napoleonseries.org/military/organization/Britain
(2) Mather, F.C. ‘Army pensioners and the
maintenance of civil order in early nineteenth
century England’, Journal of the Society for

Army Historical Research, Vol.36, 1958,
pp110-124; Steppler, G.A. Amateurs to Arms!
Budding Books, Gloucestershire, 1997, p86
(3) Reilly, R. The British at the Gates
(G.A.Putnam’s Sons, New York), p69; Dube,
T.D. ‘A Force too small to imply constraint but
sufficient to proclaim a principle. The Enrolled
Pensioner Scheme in Canada West 18511858’, pp1-6: an online article (now no longer
available) based on a 1982 Master-of-Arts
thesis.
(4) Ring, M. ‘Military Pensioners’ in The
Companion to Tasmanian History, ed. by
Alexander, A. Centre for Tasmanian Historical
Studies, University of Tasmania (online
version, 2006); The Argus, December 7, 1849
- ‘Military Pensioners’ (reprinted from the
United Services Gazette, July 28, 1849)
(5) Cowan, J. The New Zealand Wars and the
pioneering period (Government Printer,
Wellington, 1922), Vol I, pp258-259, 289-290,
450-451; Gibson, T. The Maori Wars (A.H.
and A.W.Reed, Wellington, 1974), pp108,
129; Royal New Zealand Fencible Corps
https://en.wikipedia.org; Taylor, N.E.Withnell
Yeera-Muck-A-Doo
(Hesperian
Press,
Western Australia, 1987), pp67-68
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Jeanette Lee found a most interesting
account even though she states: … I
know it is a recollection written many
years after the event, it is suspect to
accuracy.
The Brisbane Courier,
Wednesday 10 January 1894, page 7
VOYAGE ON A CONVICT SHIP
BY CHA LIE
On the 23RD March, 1855, the good ship
Adelaide, Captain Longman, left the East
India Docks, and dropped down to
Woolwich to receive her cargo of convicts.
These poor fellows were marched on
board between soldiers, they were
chained together, and looked very
dejected, as they were leaving the home
of their birth, perhaps never to return, in
some cases surely so, as they were
sentenced for life. As they came on board
they showed no sign of bravado, but all
looked sad, some probably thinking of
their dear old fathers and mothers, sisters
and brothers, or wives and sweethearts,
broken hearts they were leaving behind,
happy homes they once had. These were
thoughts that occurred to me as I watched
the sad faces and heard the awful sound
of the clinking chains that held them
together. There was no one to bid them
goodbye, no cheering and waving of
handkerchiefs, nothing but the cold steel
bayonets of the soldiers hurrying them on
and ordering them down below to their
prison.
Let me here describe the interior of the
ship. Which was made as secure as
possible
(at least everyone thought so,
but I will afterwards show that there was
at least one weak place about her
fastenings). On the main deck there was a
barricade from one side of the ship to the

other by the mainmast with a door on
each side sufficiently large to let one
person through at a time. None of the
convicts were allowed abaft this barricade,
and at each door a sentry was placed with
loaded gun and fixed bayonet. The fore
and main hatches were made secure by
thick iron bars being fastened on the deck
to the ‘tween deck, so that the lower hatch
was clear; in other words the hatch was
barred all round; in each hatchway a
sentry was stationed, and had a view of
the prisoners all round him. Wherever
there was wood, the cutting away of which
would enable prisoners to get out, large
headed nails were driven in, so that it
would be impossible for them to cut their
way out of the prison.
All the crew of the ship lived aft, as also
did the soldiers; the convicts had the
whole of the fore part of the ship, and
nearly the whole of the ‘tween decks,
while that part which they did not have
was barricaded with thick wood studded
with large-headed nails, as were the other
parts of which I have spoken. The soldiers
lived on the other side of the barricade, so
there was no fear of any intrusions there,
Guns and cutlasses were arranged in
places convenient for both sailors and
soldiers ready for any emergency. There
were thirty soldiers and their officers; a
surgeon superintendent had charge of
both soldiers and convicts; and we had
also a religious instructor whose duty it
was to hold divine service and also to go
down among the convicts every night at 8
o’clock to say prayers. I do not know that
this did any good, but judging from the
songs which the jokers used to sing after
the worthy came up I should think it was
time wasted; however, it may not have
been so, as we had some very repentant
fellows among the crowd.
After taking some of our complement on
board at Woolwich “Smokey Jack,” the
tugboat, took us in tow and brought us to

Portsmouth, where we embarked some
more, and thence to Plymouth, were we
received the last batch, making a total of
300. From Plymouth we made a start for
Swan River, Western Australia.
When we were well clear of the land all
the convicts were let on deck, and had the
free run of all the fore part of the ship-that
is forward of the barricades. They did
what- ever they liked; no irons now, they
knocked about like free men until nightfall,
when they all had to march down below
and be locked up till the next morning. No
matter what happened [to] the ship, where
they were all caged in without any
possible chance of escape, even through
fire, storm, or shipwreck should happen,
and I am quite sure this used to trouble
some of them very much, for I remember
the first storm we got into hearing the poor
fellows crying for help, and as a sailor
never thinks that anything is going to
happen to his ship until it does happen the
chances are that not a door would be
open for them to escape until it was too
late, so if anything did occur they would all
have gone down in their cage. I must
admit that this was the most unfortunate
position of these poor fellows during the
whole passage out. However, as fate
would have it, nothing happened beyond
the occasional fights they received when a
gale or squall occurred, or anything
unusual happened on deck.
Of course we came around the Cape of
Good Hope, as the Suez Canal was not
made in those days, so you can be sure
we had a bit of rough weather, which
added considerably to the discomfort of
our ‘tween deck passengers (the
convicts). Things went on first-rate as we
proceeded on our voyage, and everything
seemed to settle down in order. The ship
could be likened to a floating town; all
sorts and conditions of people were
represented. I do not think there was any
crime that could be mentioned but had a
representative on board the ship, nor any

trade, profession, calling, or station in life
that could not be found among our
passengers. All sorts of games, cards,
draughts, dominoes, &c., music, dancing,
prayer meetings, prize fights, and comic,
secular, religious, political, and scientific
arguments and discourses (for we had
some very clever fellows among them)
were held in different parts of the ship as
at all times of the day, as the convicts
were allowed to do anything they thought
proper so long as they behaved
themselves and gave the soldiers no
trouble. Prize fighting was a great sport,
as there were some professional bruisers
on board, and when they had a proper “go
in” for a stick of tobacco there were no
such things as gloves used, but the bare
fists. Each slogger would strip to the
waist, and at it they would go; no “show”
business about it, but a clean knock out;
no gate money, all seats free, and if the
owner of an “athletic hall” had seen the
audience he would have died of envy, for
the bulwarks, longboat, and barricade,
and rigging were packed with onlookers. If
the looser was very badly handled he
would be put in the hospital for repairs,
and after a few days come up smiling. The
captain of the ship spoke to the super
about the disgraceful way that these
fellows used to amuse themselves, but all
the satisfaction he got was that he had
better not interfere, but let them amuse
themselves in their own little way. In some
parts of the ship you could find some very
clever hands at carving wood, bone, &c.,
and others again would be making rings
out of copper, or if you gave them a
shilling they would make a nice ring out of
it with your name or the name of the ship
on it. As we had a few sailors among the
convicts the sailors of the ship had a
comparatively easy time of it, with regard
to the fore part of the ship, as the convict
would help them stow sails, pull ropes,
repair rigging, and make themselves
generally useful; in fact they all seemed to
make themselves as happy and
comfortable as they could. There was no

such thing as punishment required; the
superintendent had a happy way of
settling any trouble or disputes, but when
he had occasion to speak there appeared
to be no mistaking what he said – a look
sometimes would be enough. He must
have been a clever fellow, for they all
appeared to like him and gave him very
little trouble. I have no doubt that they
knew he would stand no nonsense, and
that if any of them had shown any act of
disobedience or behaved himself in
anything but a becoming manner he
would have simply transferred to him the
contents of one of the soldiers muskets.
Every morning the soldiers who had been
on watch, in fact half the number we had
on board, or more correctly speaking, the
half who were relieved from duty, had to
fire off their muskets to see that they were
in good working order, and probably to let
the convicts see that they were always
loaded with ball, and many a poor
unfortunate Cape pigeon and albatross
found a watery grave through this
performance. The other half of the
soldiers were on duty and all the sentries
at their posts while the shooting was going
on in case of a break out.

The Adelaide in 1855 on its voyage to Western
Australia.

Everything was going along first rate when
one morning the sentries who were
stationed down the hatchways were
astonished to see that none of the
convicts were about when day broke, a
rather unusual thing as many of them
were early risers and were always waiting
to the doors to open that they could get up
on deck for a bath and fresh air. The fact
was they were all drunk, with the
exception of one old fellow, who made his
appearance at the iron bars and explained
matters to the best of his ability. Then
there were signs of trouble, for everyone
knew that something was wrong, but little
did we know the danger we had passed
through that night, and how it was that the
ship and all hands were not burnt to the
water’s edge is and has always been a
mystery. There we were sleeping quietly
in our hammocks and bunks. The watches
were at their posts, all the sentries at their
stations, and everything apparently
secure, while the convicts were actually
crawling along the hold of the ship on top
of the cargo with lights of their way to the
storeroom, which was in the after part of
the hold. They had by some means
removed the iron bars from the cabin
locker (that is where the anchor chains
are stowed away). This is the weak part of
our fastenings to which I referred to at the
beginning of this story. Then some of
them must have got down into the hold
and crawled along on the top
of the cargo and reached the storeroom,
which they broke into, passing bottles of
wine, spirits and beer along to the ‘tween
decks where they would be distributed
among the whole convicts without any
noise or disturbances, as a sentry was
stationed down each hatchway, and to be
sure that all the sentries were awake they
had to sing out every time the bell rang,
which was every half-hour, No 1 “All’s
well” No 2 “all’s well” and so on until every
sentry had done so. The sergeant of the
watch would listen, and if any one
neglected to call out the sergeant would
be at the post of that sentry in a second.

However the prisoners managed it, it was
done, and most of them were so drunk
that the sailors had to hoist then on deck
and lay them down; and of all the sights
that I ever saw this was one of the most
comical. I never saw so many drunken
men at one time, and what with the ship
rolling about and the positions they got
into as they lay about the deck rolling this
way and then over each other, and so on,
the scene was indescribably funny. When
the third mate, who had charge of the
stores, saw what had happened he
immediately made for the storeroom,
where a deplorable sight awaited him.
Before going down he called out “If any
man is down there let him come forward
now; if not, and I meet any when I get
down, I will shoot him.” And so he would
have done if appearances went for
anything as he had two loaded revolvers,
and if he should miss there were plenty of
soldiers with loaded muskets waiting on
top of the hatch. He went down with some
others and lanterns were lowered to
enable them to see, but no one was there.
Such confusion was never seen before;
there were cases of wine, spirits, beer &c.,
opened and some bottles taken out of
each, while the straw was all lying about
the storeroom; casks of rum and wine had
… holes in them, and the contents running
all over the place, as the convicts did not
take the trouble to put …. into the casks
after they had bored them. If a lighted
match had fallen on the straw or on the
spirit the ship and all on board would have
been burnt, but as luck would have it we
were spared any catastrophe of that kind.
As the drunken men began to get sober it
was amusing to watch them, for they
could not think what would happen to
them for annexing the grog. The captain
asked the superintendent what he was
going to do to them for stealing his liquor,
and the super asked the captain what
would he do with them seeing they were
all convicts already, and probably would
be all their lives, as most of them were
“lifers”; in fact the only satisfaction the

captain got was that he ought to have
seen that his ship was secure, knowing as
he did the class of men he was going to
have as passengers. The super promised
to report the matter on arrival at Swan
River. And that ended the whole business
so far as the convicts were concerned
unless the super did report it, and if he did
I do not think any notice was taken of it.
The super of course gave them a lecture,
and told them what he would do if
anything of the kind happened again. After
this little spree all went well and every one
appeared to enjoy the trip. The convicts
were all well fed and cared for, and were
always civil and obliging, being treated
much better that I have seen soldiers
treated when on passage to India in the
days of the Mutiny.
After a good passage we arrived at Swan
River where the convicts were mustered
and landed all safe and sound, not one
having been lost during the voyage. How
they were treated when they got ashore I
cannot say but I think they had the run of
the place, for we saw many of them
walking about like free men when we went
ashore. We stayed at Swan River until our
cargo was discharged and received a visit
from the Governor and his lady, upon
which occasion the captain of the ship
asked them if they had heard the then
new patriotic song “The Red, White &
Blue.” They said they had not whereupon
the captain told them that he had a boy on
board who would sing it for them. So I was
called up on the poop and sang to the
party who were so pleased with it that
they asked me to sing again, which I did,
and they made me a present. I think the
Governor’s name was Captain Fitzgerald.
We had the pleasure of taking him and
suite to Ceylon, where he met the P&O
steamer for home. From Ceylon we went
to Madras, then to Rangoon, and then
home, doing the voyage in fourteen
months. I was on a trial voyage with a
view to being apprenticed, being too

young to be bound apprentice on that
voyage.

“NORWOODIANA”
The handwritten Newspaper issued on
board the transport “Norwood” in 1867.
Editor: William Irwin (Religious Instructor

(Part One)

Notes By The Way
The Norwood, 849 tons register, Captain
Bristow, received at Sheerness on the 27
ultimo the first (portion?) of her “weight of
woe”, and proceeded at once on her way,
anchored at Spithead on the 1st April
where 55 from Portsmouth were added to
the number; again onward, and reaching
Portland, the good Ship completed her
assignment taking a total of 254 of the
sorrowful and the sanguine. All went well,
all seemed to appreciate the comparative
liberty now experienced, and many were
the recognitions of the once familiar. Day
after day passed cheerfully away; the
fertile brain of the most imaginative
supplying every conceivable reason for
the detention of the ship; the repetition of
the oft told tale, the hours of the past, the
prospects of the future were freely
discussed, and at length on the 18th April,
the “blue peter” from the mast head
announced the departure, nobly the ship
rounded the Breakwater, and in one short
hour our voyage to the wished for land
had commenced.

All hands were kindly granted an
extension of time on deck, thus permitting
a long last lingering look at the rugged
coast of Old England- Rude Boreas was
kind, the night passed calmly, and novel
were the means adopted by the many to
get “ship shape” with the slinging of
hammocks
came
the
unpleasant
foreboding of not getting safely in on the
one side or quickly out on the other;
fortunately no mishap occurred and the
hammock was unanimously voted to be
unexceptionable. All recollection of
“Pentonville feathers” had vanished, and
excepting a qualmish few, every man was
eagerly awaiting the “Eight bells”
announcing breakfast – Uninterrupted
intercourse was permitted and enjoyed
and a sense of freedom pervaded every
one. Now more abundantly, and let us
hope, with grateful feelings, came forth
the bounty of the relative and friend, the
old adage “a friend in need &c.” was fully
corroborated
consequent
on
such
kindness, the “twelver” was superseded
by the fragment “Yarmouth”, slice of cold,
or the production of the far famed
“Warling” – Fish, flesh & fowl were rushing
in tit bits from mess to mess, the
resources of a Banister, a Fortnum, or a
Gunter had been taxed, and well was the
demand supplied – To resume our notes,
Good Friday, the 19th instant was passed
at Sea, and with the exception of many
experiencing the first symptoms of sea
sickness, nothing worthy of note occurred.
Very little progress in sailing was made,
the wind being adverse.
Saturday the 20th instant opened with very
rough weather, the wind having arisen to
a perfect gale – sea sickness now
predominated, nearly all on board being
placed “hors de combat”. The miseries of
this malady have so frequently been
described, and the majority of our readers
having now been made intimately
acquainted with the peculiar nature of the
same, renders it unnecessary to dwell
longer on this subject, let it suffice to say,

that from this date to the 24th, the great
dread of landsmen strode over the whole
length of our ship like a mighty conquering
seizing and laying low without respect to
persons.
Nearly all are now convalescent, rapidly
recovering strength and spirits, and doubtless all will soon again wear the aspect of
health and cheerfulness.
On the evening of the 26th inst. We were
present at the most sanguinary deed
committed since embarkation. One of our
porcine fellow travellers was submitted to
tender anatomical propensities of our
“Ship’s
Doctor”.
And
succumbed
resignedly to the fate – This deed was not
accomplished without creating an amount
of visibility at the expense of our Gaelic
friend, the assistant “doctor”, whose duty it
was to “draw the pig”, and who in his turn
was himself drawn by his being hauled out
by the leg, he himself, having hold of the
pig by the same member.

Pensioner Guard Lots
I thought you might be interested in this
listing 16C Victoria Avenue, Claremont
WA 6010 on realestate.com.au.
http://www.realestate.com.au/propertyhouse-wa-claremont-122023390

I could not see a price mentioned but you
could buy it if you hava a spare million or
two to spare for a fancy pensioner
allotment.
Jeanette
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Ships Project
From the Admirals Diary
Recently Greg Larsen a member of
the
Enrolled
Pensioner
Special
Interest Group agreed to do some
research towards the “Ships Project”.
As Greg’s Enrolled Pensioner is John
Tunny he has agreed to do the
research on the “Dudbrook”. We are
happy to welcome Greg to the team
and hope he will enjoy the
experience.
Things just seem to keep happening
with
the
Enrolled
Pensioners.
Recently a new book was published
by M.S. James “A Superior Body of
Men. While the name may not be
familiar to some of you we all know
the author a Sue Baddeley. Sue has
been a friend to the group ever since
its inception many years ago and has
assisted many of us when we have
struck a difficult place in our own
research. It should be noted that the
book covers more than Enrolled
Pensioners and includes all retired
military men who came to Western
Australia. Sue lives in England and
it shows in her book being able to
research so many of the original
documents.
I would like to
congratulate Sue on the release of
her book and thank her for what she
has contributed to the history of
Western Australia. I’ve no doubt that
the book will assist all those
researching
military
ancestors
however, short a time they spent in
Western Australia.
A sub-committee within the Ships
Project has been selected to look at
the publication of the ships project

research. While this committee is in
it’s very early stages John Knowles
will head up the small group to look
at how we want to present all the
material we have gathered over the
many
months
we’ve
been
researching.
Just a quick reminder, do you have
stories and other extensive material
about your EPG. Then why not share
it with the Ships Project so that it will
appear with the published material
about your “man” and his family.
Margaret Hickey
“Admiral of the Fleet”
email: kintore2011@gmail.com

Officers of the 72nd Foot (the Duke of Albany's own
Highlanders), 1840s
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Army_during_the_Victorian_Era

Deputy Convenor’s Report
Thanks to those who attended the AGM,
where apart from me moving up to
Convenor the committee remains the
same. And thank you to that great team,
but that, of course, this means we now
need a Deputy Convenor. Please consider
nominating - your help and point of view on
the Committee could make us more
relevant to our members and WAGS
generally.
Those attending were treated to excellent
talks from Julie Martin on Facebook and
Angela Heymans on the new WAGS
Military SIG. Thank you ladies.
WAGs is about to implement a system of
online storage for the SIGS, which mean
we will be able to make available
information to our members only.
WAGS AGM June 26th – please take the
time to support & participate in your
Society’s events. .
Bookings closing shortly – several talks are
soon to be held in various locations – check
them out in the latest and very colourful
Western Ancestor – especially those by
Shauna Hicks, etc., etc.

Anniversaries:-

July: Adelaide (1855),
Clara (1 – 1857),
Belgravia (1866 – 150 years).
Norwood (2-1867)
Aug: William Jardine (1852),
Robert Small (1853),
Phoebe Dunbar (1853),
Ramillies (1854),
Sultana (1859),
Racehorse (1865)
Sept: Runnymede (1856),
Merchantman (2 - 1864)
Our next meeting is 10am on 15th October,
with the speaker yet to confirm.
(As always see WAGS events, or sign up
for the e-news to get the latest ).
See you there!
Ian Barnes
Convenor (# 9003)

A Superior Body of Men – by M.S. James
– we have purchased two copies for the
library. A well-researched book on military
men who came to W.A.
Congratulations Margaret.

Trooper of the 7th Queen's Own Hussars, 1842
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Army_during_the_Victorian
_Era

William John White
And his Family
(Part One)
Peter Conole
The subject of this piece did the hard
yards in two of the most sternly
contested wars the British army
fought in India. He also went on to
prosper, more or less, as an Enrolled
Pensioner Force man in Western
Australia and started a family service
tradition that continued well into the
20th Century (1).
William John White was born at
Whitcombe near Bath in Sussex on
June 17, 1821. He normally signed
his name as William White. His
parents were John White and Anne
Hatterton. William became a
moulder by trade and moved north to
Lancashire in his late teens. He
enlisted as a private (no.1188) in the
10th Regiment of Foot at Burnley on
November 1, 1839. A later record
gives some physical details: height
5’6”, hair brown, grey eyes, dark
complexion (2).
The regiment, raised in 1685 by John
Granville, Earl of Bath, boasted a
long and notable history. Highlights
included various battle honours for
the War of the Grand Alliance (16881697), the War of the Spanish
Succession
(1702-1713),
the
American Revolutionary War (1775-

1783) and the French Revolutionary
and Napoleonic Wars. The regiment
collected two nicknames – ‘The
Yeller Bellies’ (because of their
yellow uniform facings) and the
‘Lincolnshire Poachers’ – but had not
been involved in major operations for
decades. The 10th was sent to India
in 1842 and based in the Bengal
Presidency. William turned out to be
good soldier. He was promoted to
corporal on September 2, 1845 and
received a Good Conduct badge (3).
Active service in the First Sikh War
soon followed. During 1845 a couple
of hard fought but far from conclusive
victories made it necessary for the
British field army under General Sir
Hugh Gough to call for reinforcements. The 10th arrived at the front
on January 6, 1846 and was
included in the 7th Brigade of the
army, which in turn formed part of the
3rd Division commanded by Sir
Robert Dick. A month later the war
ended after Gough led his forces to
a crushing and bloody victory at
Sobraon on February 10. The 10th
Regiment had a rough time of it on
the left flank but managed to take
part in a counter-attack that decided
the issue. The division’s commanding officer was killed in the struggle
(4).
In the aftermath of the Sikh
surrender Corporal White took part in
the march on the enemy capital,
Lahore. The city opened its gates on
February 19, although in deference
to local feelings the British troops
camped outside in the dusty, smelly

suburbs while diplomats did their
work. A British garrison was later
placed in the great citadel of Lahore
and the 10th Regiment arrived to do
its part in early 1847. The young Sikh
ruler Dalip Singh visited them in their
encampment on January 13 and
distributed 2500 rupees to the troops
as a welcome gesture (5).
William White, having impressed his
officers, won promotion to sergeant
on January 6, 1847, very soon after
the regiment arrived in Lahore.
Things took a turn for the worse for
him not long afterwards. William got
involved in an altercation with a
commissioned officer – no less a
man than the regimental adjutant –
and was charged with using
‘improper language’. A regimental
court martial convicted him on June
24, 1847.
Sergeant White was
demoted to private, which meant
reduced pay, and also forfeited his
Good Conduct badge. He got it back
exactly one year after his conviction,
which implies William had ‘adjusted
his attitude’ after the regrettable
incident (6).
Another major conflict broke out with
the Sikhs in 1848 and in its early
stages operations focussed on the
stronghold of Multan, south-west of
Lahore. A mixed force of British and
Indian troops (including not a few
Sikhs) went south under General
William Whish to attack the place.
The 10th Regiment took part in what
turned out to be a lengthy, bitter
siege from September 4, 1848 that
ended in Multan’s surrender on

January 2, 1849. According to the his
War Office record William White
distinguished himself throughout
“including fight of 9 September,
storming of enemy entrenchments
on 12 September 1848, and carrying
the heights on 27 December and
surrender of fort…”(7).
Unfortunately, Private White ran out
of luck less than a month later. Sir
Hugh Gough and the main British
army, for once adequately supplied
with artillery, met and defeated the
Sikhs at Gujerat on February 21,
1849. The victory brought the war to
a close but also ended our subject’s
time in active service. William was
wounded in the left thigh by
grapeshot during the 10th Regiment’s
successful attack on a fortified
village.
Harm was done to his hip joint and
various aggravating health problems
must have been issues by the time
the 10th returned to Britain later in
1849. By then he had received some
consoling awards valued by all
soldiers. No medals were issued for
the ‘Sikh Wars’; the Army gave them
other names. Soldier White will have
been entitled to the Sutlej Medal with
a clasp for Sobraon and the Punjab
Medal with clasps for ‘Mooltan’ and
‘Goojerat’. Back in England a
medical
board
approved
his
discharge to pension at Chatham on
August 13, 1850 (8).
William White drew his pension first
at Coventry then later at Bath in the
course of 1850. He married Caroline

Ponting at Bath in 1851. Their first
son, Henry White (1851-1929), was
born at Bristol in the same year. A
second son, William John White the
Younger, was also born at Bristol in
1853 (or 1852 – he died in 1931). It
is possible that army veteran William
plied his former vocation as a
moulder in more than one city, for he
received his pension at Oxford in
1853 and Coventry in 1854. Within a
year he was accepted into the
Enrolled Pensioner Force. William
John White and his family arrived in
Western Australia on the ‘Adelaide’
on July 18, 1855 (9)
According to Erickson and available
family traditions the Whites first lived
at the Pensioner Barracks in Perth
(10). Things did not go well for them.
Two more children were born in WA
in the late 1850s but both died very
young. Caroline herself died in Perth
on February 5, 1861. EPF man
White then married Alice Elizabeth
Gardiner (1825-1908) on July 14,
1862. Alice was a fairly recent
immigrant – she arrived on the
‘Gloucester’, April 20, 1860.
The couple had three additional
children: John Samuel (1863-1957),
Eliza Alice (1866-1929) and Emma
(1871-1974, of whom more later).
Eliza Alice married John Costello
(1859-1929), who was himself the
son of EPF man William Costello,
formerly of the 31st Regiment of Foot
and the Royal Canadian Rifles. The
latter soldier and his family arrived
on the ‘Racehorse’ in 1865 (11).
Family history data generously

supplied by descendants of the
couple has helped to resolve a
problem or two.
The works of both Broomhall and
James provide valuable information
on the veteran’s activities over the
next few years. In 1863 William John
White, stationed in the Perth District,
was at some point assigned Military
Pensioner Lot 114. He applied for
title to the lot in 1865. In the
meantime, as did so many
pensioners, he subscribed to the
Lancashire Relief Fund in February
1863 and the Greenough Fire Fund
in January 1864. In 1874 his daily
pension was increased to one
shilling and threepence (12). As will
be seen in Part Two he soon
experienced difficulties that attracted
some
rather
negative
public
attention.

Notes
(1) The writer acknowledges the help of
White family descendants for some
genealogical aspects of this short series
(2) GBM-WO 97-0321-103-001 and 003
(cited hence as WO 97 file).
(3) WO 97 – folio 003
(4) Fortescue, J.W. A History of the British
Army (MacMillan and Co, London, 1927),
Vol. 12, pp381-389; Whitburn, Bill Bright
Eyes of Danger. A History of the the
Anglo-Sikh Wars 1845-1849 (Helion and
Company LTD, West Midlands, 2015),
pp168-172
(5) Whitburn, pp186,189
(6) WO 97 – folios 001 and 002
(7) WO 97 – folio 001; Whitburn, pp206209, Fortescue, p466
(8) Joslin, L, Litherland, A.B and Simpkin,
B.T. British Battles and Medals (Spink,
London,1988), pp115-116;WO 97 – folio
003
(9) Notes on William John White of the
EPF and his family (first version); James,
M.S. A Superior Body of Men (Author
House, UK, 2016), p830
(10) Erickson, R. Dictionary of Western
Australians, Vol.3. Free 1850-1868 (UWA
Press, 1979), p897
(11) Notes on William John White of the
EPF and his family (first version),
Broomhall, F.H. The Veterans (Hesperian
Press,1983), B62; James, pp163-164
(12) Broomhall, B295; James, p830
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VALE
Terry and Pauline Carroll
I spent February catching up on the
last three issues of "The Western
Ancestor" for 2015 and noticed that
my Dad was mentioned in a report
on the EPG group as having been
its inaugural Deputy Convenor.
Belatedly that reminded me that
both Dad and Mum, since she
invariably accompanied him to EPG
meetings, had friends who should
perhaps be advised of their
passing.
Terence William Carroll was born
in Adelaide in 1933 to Helen O'Brien
and Herbert Carroll. He married
Ann Lynch at a young age and they
had four children before separating
and divorcing. In the mid 1960's he
met a girl from Western Australia at
a dance in Adelaide. Her name was
Valda Pauline Yates and she was
born in Greenbushes in 1934 to
Stanley Yates and Phyllis Davis.
In 1966 they came west across the
Nullarbor with Terry's four children,
marrying in Scarborough and
settling in Western Australia where
they had two daughters. For the
most part they lived in the South
West; at Waroona where Pauline
had grown up and at Cookernup
where Terry became interested in
amateur radio and then computers.

While
it
was
Pauline
who
accompanied Fiona in the beginning
to the family history library at
Australind, it was Terry who got the
bit between his teeth with his interest
in his Carroll ancestry becoming
something of an obsession.
The
EPG may have been made for him!
In fact, the file on Michael Carroll
who arrived as an Enrolled
Pensioner Guard on the Pyrenees in
1851 is the largest in his collection.
He enjoyed working with those who
formed the EPG group and was glad
to help out with his computing skills.
Terry and Pauline moved to
Dongara in the early 2000's where
Pauline took up painting and
Terry took up fishing as well as
putting his radio skills to use with
Sea Rescue.
Terry passed away at Nazareth
House in Geraldton in March 2014.
Pauline passed away at the end of
April 2015, the day before her 81st
birthday.
Fiona Carroll (6006)

The extended East India House in c.1800, painted
by Thomas Malton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_India_House

BOOK REVIEW
A Superior Body of Men, M S James,
Author House, March 2016.

We have a new kid on the block –
although James is clearly not new to
Western Australia nor its military
pensioners of all varieties. This
‘doorstop’ of a book in its hardcover
format is six centimetres high
comprising 900 pages including
introductory
notes,
acknowledgements, abbreviations
and sources.
The back cover
announces ‘This book is the
culmination and encapsulation of
many years of research through
archival repositories in the UK and
Australia ……. Its contribution to the
historical narrative is that it answers
the question many family historians
ask: what ship did my military
pensioner arrive on?’
The content, primarily from National
Archives and British Library sources,
focuses on military pensioners’
movements from registers of
pension payments, along with
service
and
personal
details
extracted from soldiers’ service
documents. But a host of other
British
and
local
(Western
Australian) sources abound. Only
occasionally does the personal detail
run to genealogical data.
On the positive side is the recording
of a pensioner’s former regiment(s)
as well as the regiment at time of

discharge. The surname variants
offered will be extremely useful for
research beyond the scope of the
biographical index in this book. You
will find many an elusive ship on
which your pensioner arrived in
Western Australia. However, those
of us spoiled by easy access to
military records on commercial
databases may be disappointed that
the pensioners’ service numbers are
not in the biographies - get over
yourselves,
you
can’t
have
everything.
I am anticipating complaints that
sources are not appended to every
piece of data.
Having been
intimately involved in the production
of a multiple-field compendium of
over 27,000 records, I can vouch for
the fact that one simply cannot set
down that level of detail and expect
to finish the work in one life-time.
This is a biographical index, not an
academic thesis.
The author is very clear about the
scope of the entries, i.e. not all
military pensioners are enrolled
pensioner force men. Officers are
off-limits, as are convicts with military
backgrounds. James also explains
that data not obtained from primary
sources are prefaced by a question
mark, or phrases such as “possibly”
or “the following information may not
refer to” are used.
There will never be a ‘final’ word on
military pensioners who came to
Western Australia, but this superior
work about a superior body of men

will add an extra dimension to our
individual and project research. It is
complementary to the tried and true
resources
we
have
always
appreciated ….. and then some.
A Superior Body of Men is available
in electronic format from Google
Books and in acid-free soft and hard
cover books.
See
http://www.authorhouse.co.uk/Book
store/BookDetail.aspx?BookId=SKU
-000608568.
By Diane Oldman

Making use of
Fortescue’s History of the
British Army
By Peter Conole
Sir John William Fortescue (18591933), now a largely forgotten figure,
deserves recognition as one of the
greatest (possibly even the greatest)
and most prolific of all English
language military historians. He
never went campaigning, but served
as a major in a regiment of
Yoemanry. Being the son of the 3rd
Earl Fortescue and descended from
a line of Somerset landed gentry
traceable back to the 1100s he was
to the manor born. All the same
Fortescue made his own way in life,
received suitable scholarly credentials and obtained positions (eg,
Royal Librarian and Archivist at
Windsor Castle) which demonstrated
the high level of trust ‘establishment
people’ gave him.
From 1895 until his death Fortescue
authored at least 19 books, mostly
on military affairs. His most famous
work, The History of the British Army,
ballooned out to 13 volumes plus an
extra volume of maps. It was a labour
of love extending from 1899 to 1930.
Volume I briefly summarises matters
prior to the creation of a standing
army in the 1660s and finishes with
the wars of Marlborough’s time up to
1714. The wars against Revolutionary France and Napoleon
received
the
most
thorough
coverage. For purposes of Enrolled

Pensioner Guard research, Volumes
11 to 13 are those that matter. Sad
to relate, tracking the work down is
not easy. The University of WA has
tucked away a copy: it is readily
available in the Reid Library. The
State Library has retained a couple
of lesser works by Fortescue but not,
alas, the major one. The WA Army
Museum may have a copy.
Fortescue ended his story in 1870,
the year before the Cardwell
Reforms were implemented. That
means readers can be sure that (a)
all major campaigns and battles from
the 1830s up to the 1860s – those
relevant to EPG matters – receive
solid coverage (b) there is no
confusion about the names or
numbers of regiments. If a man
served in the Umpteenth Regiment
of Foot in the Gobi Desert expedition
of 1847 readers can be confident
that Fortescue will mention the outfit
and perhaps say a few words about
what it did or did not achieve.
Furthermore
his
indexes
to
regiments are very thorough. The
index of Volume 11 covers pages
572-575 and lists every outfit that
bothered to show up. For example, in
discussing various South African
frontier fights of the 1840s and
1850s, Fortescue indexes not just
the purely British units involved but
also locally raised levies such as the
Cape Mounted Rifles, the Kaffir
Police, Hottentot Irregulars and
Fingo Levies! He was a very fair and
inclusive man.

Fortescue was in no way ‘politically
correct’ and would doubtless hold
the term and the ideology behind it in
utter contempt if he were alive today.
It is also obvious he loved the old
pre-reform army and its traditions.
The man is revealed as an
entertaining but painstaking writer,
one wedded to thorough archival
research and who fretted when he
could not burrow away among
records held in distant outposts of
Empire. He was also balanced in his
judgements of both friend and foe.
An example or two of what
researchers can expect when they
are trying to track down what an
ancestor’s unit was doing in a
particular affair may help. Before
describing Sir Harry Smith’s victory
over the Sikhs at Aliwal on January
29, 1846 Fortescue gives the British
Order of Battle in Volume 12, p 376.
He outlines the brigade set-up and
lists seven cavalry regiments, ten
infantry regiments and five batteries
of artillery. The British units (with
potential candidates for the Enrolled
Pensioner Force in their ranks) were
the 16th Lancers and the 31st, 50th
and 53rd Regiments of Foot. The
Governor
General’s
cavalry
bodyguard (presumably a makeshift
company) was also present for some
reason.
His
Excellency
was
elsewhere with the main army.
As ever, Fortescue’s account of the
battle of Aliwal is clear, easy to read,
explicit and closely based on archival
and first-hand accounts. All well and
good. It is a pity many fairly recent

‘potted histories’ of 19th Century wars
or particular campaigns befog the
reader with moral and political
judgements and often treat armies
and divisions as amorphous masses,
telling us little of their structure and
how they actually worked.
The only detectable weakness of
Fortescue (a minor one, possibly due
to space issues) is that a number of
small wars or frontier scrimmages
receive scant coverage. One
example will suffice. During the
years 1837-1838 forces in the
Canadian
provinces
(while
suppressing a rebellion) were
involved in fending off various
attacks by largish bands of raiders
and adventurers from the USA.
Violent clashes occurred and
sometimes British regular regiments
decided the issue. Fortescue
discusses these matters cursorily in
Volume 11. However, he does
mention that ‘weak battalions’ (ie,
under-strength second battalions) of
the 15th, 24th, 32nd, 47th, 68th, 89th,
and 93rd Regiments of Foot were
available for use. It is very likely
some veterans serving in Canada
during that crisis made their way into
the Enrolled Pensioner Force in later
years.

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a9/Portrait_o
f_Sir_John_Fortescue_%281663%29_by_William_Faithorne__cropped.jp

ORGANISATION CHART
of the ARMY
Army Group (during 2nd WW only)
Armies (2-3 Corps)
Corps (up to 5 Divisions)
Divisions (3 Brigades)
Brigades (3-5 Battalions)
Regiments (600-1000 men)
Battalions (700 men)
Companies (100)
Platoons (30)
Sections (8-10) Corporal
All use Arabic numerals except Corps e.g.
51st Highland Division but III Corps.
ORGANISATION CHART
of ARMY RANKS

Commissioned Officers
Field Marshall
General
Lieutenant General
Major General
Brigadier
Colonel
Lieutenant Colonel
Major
Captain
Lieutenant
2nd Lieutenant
Ensign (Infantry) and Cornet (Cavalry)

Non-Comms and Other Ranks
Warrant Officer 1st Class
Warrant Officer 2nd Class
Sergeant Major
Staff or Colour Sergeant
Sergeant
Corporal
Lance Corporal
Private
[Gunner - RA, Sapper - RE, Trooper - Cavalry]

By Diane Oldman (Thank you Diane)

HAVE YOUR SAY:
By the Editor
As a member of our Group I ask for
your input into the next questions:
Please state whether you are also a
member of WAGS No.
What do you want to see in this
newletter?
More Pensioner Guard stories?
More research references?
Do
you
enjoy
newsletter?

reading

the

Do you want to correct information
on your own Pensioner Guard?
Are you willing to give us your
information from Pensioner Guard to
wife and children and who they
married?
Do you enjoy this newsletter?
Are there any items you would like
information on?
As editor I don’t get much feedback I
want to know what you want.
Please reply to:
gomara@iinet.net.au
Thank you in advance for your
responses and I will take them
onboard.
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Ships Project
Admirals Diary
While I feel as if things with the “project”
have been slow over the winter I can
assure you all of the group have been
working in the background with all the new
information that has now become
available.
As mentioned in the previous Admiral’s
Diary that Margaret Susan James had
released her new book. Until recently we
have been unable to advise which ship
they arrived. Using this as a guide we
have now been able to prove the ship of
arrival for many men.
I personally have been looking at the list
of over two hundred men I had in my “No
Ships” folder. With the assistance of Sue
James and the National Archives in
London’s records now on line I’ve been
able to remove about 150 of these men
onto ships. Many thanks Sue for your
direction.
More about The National Archives in
London’s records now on one of the paid
websites. Two large series of records are
now available. WO23 which in effect is a
master index of all men who have gone to
pension either temporarily or permanently
listed in their regiment. These registers
usually cover a ten year period and many
regiments usually appear in the same
Index. While you may not get a huge
amount of information this index shows
where the pensioner was living at any
given period. This index also shows when
they came to Western Australia and in
some cases even mentions the ships
name. This will lead you to the other
series of records WO22 which shows
pension payments listed in the district they
are residing. While we have been using
this index for Australian pension payments

for some time from the Australasian Joint
Copying Project we are now able to
search those WO22 covering England,
Ireland, Scotland and Wales. Again these
records will usually only show when the
pensioner moved into a district and again
when they moved out. This may be of
assistance when looking for other types of
records such as marriages, births or
deaths. A word of advice about the WO22
online. There seems to be many pages
missing so if you can’t find the information
you’re looking for don’t despair it only
means that you’ll need to get a researcher
to look at the original document in London
if it is important enough. If you have any
questions about either of these series of
documents please bring up your questions
at the next meeting.
The Publications sub-committee has had
some meetings and are still looking into
how any publication of our research will
look.

Margaret Hickey
“Admiral of the Fleet”
email: kintore2011@gmail.com

Source:
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/Commons3/30/18th_Cent
ury_British_Army_parade.jpg
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Convenor’s Report
Please consider nominating for Deputy
Convenor - your help and point of view on
the Committee could make us more
relevant to our members and WAGS
generally.
The WAGS AGM in June saw some welldeserved awards being given to your
Societies members. Please take the time
to consider who else should be
recognised for their work in making ours a
better organisation. The new close date
for nominations is now 15th February – but
you could do it now.
And on a similar note, if you are a WAGS
Volunteer, please ensure you have
completed the information form.
I recently attended the AFFHO opening of
Family History Month at the National
Archives Office (NAA) in East Vic Park. It
included a great talk by Shannon
Lovelady – as you know, she always has
a good tale… or two. You are reminded
to visit the NAA office in person as often
as you can – we don’t want it closed
down, like several others, due to lack of
patronage.

believe you will find it a thoroughly
enjoyable read.

Anniversaries:September: Runnymede 1856 (160 yrs)
Merchantman (2) 1864
October:
Hashemy 1850,
Minden 1851
November: Edwin Fox 1858
December: York 1862,
Lord Dalhousie 1863,
Vimiera 1865,
Corona 1866 (150 yrs)
January:
Marion 1852,
Nile 1858,
Lincelles 1862.
Hougoumont 1868
Thank you to those members
assisted on the WAGS open Day.

who

Our next meeting is 10am on 15th
October, with Clem Mulcahy, WA
historian, as our speaker. (As always see
WAGS events, or sign up for the e-news
to get the latest).
Ian Barnes Convenor (9003)

And still talking of NAA, those of you on
WagsList (and I hope that is all of you)
would have seen the item from WAGS
President on the forthcoming massive
price rises coming our way for digitising
their records. If you need something from
them, get it NOW !.
(Prices will increase by an estimated
~25% to ~430%, depending on the size of
the file, etc.)
I also attended the launch of Peter
Conole’s latest book, Irish Lives in the
Western Australia Police, at the Irish Club.
The book will be in the WAGS Library
soon. The book expands articles Peter
wrote for the Irish Scene magazine. I

Trooper of the 7th Queen's Own Hussars, 1842
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Army_during_the_Victorian
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William Henry Mansbridge
By Jeanette Lee
When the Enrolled Guard was disbanded
on March 31, 1887 of the forty-nine men
who were on the Roll thirty- three had
arrived on convict ships as part of the
Guard, one was a warder on the
Esmeralda and another fourteen arrived
on the Naval Brigade. The odd man out,
William Henry Mansbridge , arrived with
his wife and family in 1885 from India.
William
Mansbridge
was
born
Marylebone, London in 1835 and enlisted
in the East India Company’s 3rd Madras
European Regiment where he served for
two years and eight months seeing
service during the Indian Mutiny for which
he received the Indian Mutiny Medal with
clasp for Central India. When the army of
the East India Company was disbanded in
1857 William claimed his discharge and
returned to England.
Not being daunted by his experiences in
India he enlisted at Liverpool on March
29, 1860 in the 65th regiment of Foot
transferring to the 2/14th on 13th August
1860.
His description on enlisting was age 25;
height 5’6 ¼ “; complexion fresh; eyes
hazel; hair light brown and his trade was
given as shoemaker.
The 14th Regiment had been ordered to
New Zealand and arrived there in 1860 in
time to be involved in the Maori war, the
most turbulent time in the history of New
Zealand. William was present at the siege
of Te Arei and Taranaki and took part in
the action of Koheroa and Rangiriri and
was awarded the New Zealand War
Medal (1861-1866) for the Action at
Rangiriri for ‘special instances of gallant

conduct’.
He suffered a slight scalp
wound on 20 November 1863.
William was promoted to Corporal in
1861, Sergeant in 1864 and Colour
sergeant in January1865, he resigned the
colours on November 1865. He resigned 4
January 1868 after 7 years and 280 days
service and re-engaged at Hobart Town 5
January 1868.
In 1866 the regiment was ordered to
Tasmania. William was a soldier of one of
the two companies of the 14th regiment
sent to Western Australia to reenforcement the Enrolled Force during a
period of unrest due to the arrival of the
Hougoumont in 1868 with the Fenian
convicts. The men of the 14th Regiment
arrived from Hobart on June 14, 1868 on
the Virago they departed on February 20,
1869 on the Racer to re-join the regiment
back in Tasmania.
The regiment was stationed in Australia
(Tasmania & Western Australia) from
October 1866 to June 1870.
Sergeant William Mansbridge appears to
have enjoyed his sojourn in Western
Australia regaling a meeting at the
Oddfellows’ Hall, Fremantle with his own
essay on temperance, (too much
acclaim), and at another time reading from
Sir Walter Scott’s “Lady of the Lake’.i
Despite his public and professional
activities the dashing sergeant found time
to woo and win the hand of Margaret
Griffin whom he married at Fremantle on
November 4, 1868. Margaret was born in
Dublin, Ireland, the daughter of Enrolled
Pensioner Owen Griffin and his wife Annie
Parry who had arrived in Western
Australia on the Dudbrook in 1853.
The regiment returned home to England in
June 1870 where it stayed until October
1878, during this time it was stationed at
Colchester, Sheffield, Chester, Liverpool,
and Aldershot in England, Belfast, and
4

Curragh Camp in Ireland. During his time
at
Aldershot
William
experienced
something of a hiatus in his career when
he deserted. He was tried and imprisoned
for two years and one hundred and twenty
one days, forfeited all claims to former or
future service and reduced to the ranks.
He was released on November 8, 1876.
He turned his term of imprisonment to
good use in that he completed his
certificate of education, 2nd class in 1877.
Re-joining his regiment he was appointed
Lance Corporal on July 15, 1878 and
sergeant on September 13, 1878 just prior
to the regiment being posted to India,
William’s army career had turned the full
circle. They arrived in India October 8,
1878 at the time of the 2nd Afghan War
and saw service in Afghanistan 18791880. The regiment was in Nowshera
(now in Pakistan) in 1880-1882. He was
awarded
the
Afghan
Medal. His
appointment as canteen sergeant in 1882
had some side issues as he had problems
with alcoholism during this period; his
period of teetotalism had come to an end
along the way. The same year his ‘former
service forfeited on conviction of desertion
allowed to reckon towards Good Conduct
pay and pension’ by authority of the Horse
Guards
He was discharged on March 21, 1885 at
Bombay having completed twenty two
years and two hundred and thirty five day
service at the termination of two periods of
limited service with a pension of two
shillings and three pence a day. (The
actual time of his imprisonment was not
included.)ii
The Mansbridge family lost no time in
returning to Western Australia arriving
Albany on the Massilia on April 7, 1885
with their three children.iii William applied
to the Colonial Secretary on April 24, 1885
for employment stating he was the
paymaster sergeant of the 2/14th regiment
prior to discharge to pension, married, the

father of three children and living with
Warder Griffin (his father-in-law) at
Fremantle.iv He was appointed to the
Enrolled Guard on the same day.
After the disbanding of the Enrolled Guard
on March 31, 1887 William again wrote to
the Colonial Secretary on June 10, 1887
applying for a position as manager or
office keeper, an application with recommendation from the late Captain Smith. By
this time he was living in the Mt Eliza
barracks, his family had grown to four
children. He was described as being a
sober and diligent man.v He was
appointed as caretaker of the magazine in
Fremantle before an appointment of
caretaker and messenger of Public
Offices, Perth in January 1889 at a salary
of £108 per annum. Interestingly Mrs
Mansbridge was appointed at the same
time as a housekeeper and her salary was
£40 per annum.vi
After the death of his wife Margaret on
February 26, 1902 aged fifty-two William
married Mary Fegan in 1906.
William died at his home at 4 Leeder
Street, Leederville age eighty on April 25,
1914 was awarded a semi- military funeral
in recognition of his army service. He is
buried in Karrakatta Cemetery.vii
According to the death certificate of
Margaret Mansbridge the couple had four
living children William Owen, Maud
Blanche, Tom Franklin, and Violet Mary
and three deceased females.viii
Annie Louisa Mansbridge, their first child,
was born at Hobart October 8, 1869;
unfortunately Annie died aged six at
Bradford, Yorkshire. ix
Their son William Owen was born at
Chester in 1872. He married Annie
Caroline Jones at Lawlers WA on
September 17, 1897.x
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Maud Blanche in was born 1873 at
Aldershot, Maud married Alfred Charles
Cutten at Perth WA in 1893.xi
Tom Franklin born Curragh, Ireland in
1878 married Isabelle Margaret Lundy
daughter of Charles and Elizabeth Lundy
of Transvaal.
Another child Margaret Henrietta was born
at Nowshera, Pakistan in 1881 but died in
1882.
Two children were born after their arrival
in Western Australia: Violet Emily Maria
on March 4, 1886 died unmarried in 1948
and Ida Marian born on November 30,
1887 died in 1891, aged four.xii
Like their parents both William Owen and
Tom Franklin entered the civil service and
later followed in their father’s footsteps
with a career in the army.
Between1891 and the outbreak of war in
1914 William Owen Mansbridge was
appointed to a variety of positions with the
post
and
telegraph
and
mines
departments;
post
master,
mining
registrar,
acting
warden,
resident
magistrate, government land agent,
treasury pay master in the North-west and
goldfields. He joined the Goldfields
Infantry Regiment and at the time of World
War1 he was commanding officer B
Company
86th
Infantry,
Goldfields
Battalion. He volunteered for overseas
service at the outbreak of war and
appointed with the rank of Major to the
16th Battalion, and was sent overseas. ‘On
25th April during operations near Gaba
Tepe, for exceptional gallantry and
resource during the 1st assault, and again
on the 2nd and 3rd May during an assault
on a difficult position’ Major Mansbridge
was awarded a DCO. Being severely
wounded he returned to Western Australia
on the Euripides on September 2, 1915
and it was during his convalescence at the
Base hospital in Fremantle he came up

with the idea of forming a society for
returned soldiers the Returned Soldiers
Association which later became the
Returned Soldiers League. William was
appointed the first West Australian
president.xiii
Not content with a passive role William
returned
to
overseas service
as
Lieutenant Colonel Commanding Officer
of the 44th Battalion and after being
gassed at Messines, France returned to
England for hospitalisation. While in
London he took the opportunity to study
law at Lincolns Inn for eight months before
returning to Australia in August 1919. He
was appointed Resident Magistrate at
Broome in 1920 and Government
Resident at Darwin in 1927. He filled a
number of similar posts throughout the
northwest prior to his retirement on July
11, 1941. He died aged eighty-six on May
13, 1958 much lamented not only by his
family but by many of the soldiers who
had served under his command.
There is a multitude of newspaper
accounts of the military and subsequent
career of W.O. Mansbridge. Tom Franklin
Mansbridge was an employee of the Post
& Telegraph department both in the
southwest and northwest from 1894. With
the outbreak of the Boer War Tom sailed
to South Africa and joined Thorneycroft’s
Mounted Infantry where he served as
trooper 9257 for eleven months. During
this period he wrote a letter to his brother
William that was reproduced in the
Western Mail.xiv He received the Queen’s
medal with clasps for Tugela Heights, the
Relief of Ladysmith, Laing’s Nek and
Belfast.xv After the war he remained in
South Africa as a telegraphist.
He returned to Western Australia on the
Dimboola with his wife and family in
1916xvi and enlisted in the AIF, 44th
Battalion. He was killed in action on June
3, 1918 and was buried in the Villers
Bretonneux cemetery.
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Interestingly, although he spent only the
first few months of his life in Ireland,
Tom’s name is inscribed on Ireland’s
National Roll of Honour 1914-1921.

William John White
And his Family

i

The Inquirer & Commercial News 30 Sept 1868
page 3 & 21 October 1868 page 3
ii WO97/3420/006
iii
WAGS website Shipping into Albany WA
iv
SROWA Cons 527/1885/1647
v
SROWA Cons 527/1887/
vi
Blue Book 1895
vii
West Australian 27 April 1914 page 1 & The
Sunday Times 3 May 1914 page 6 with photo
viii
SROWA Cons 3458/1913/112 Letters of
Administration Margaret Mansbridge
ix
GRO Regimental Indices Births & Deaths for
Annie, Maud, Margaret Tom & William O.
x
West Australian 9 July 1897 page 4
xi
West Australian 6 June 1893 page 4
xii
Western Australian Birth Indexes
xiii
West Australia 5 July 1915 page 7
xiv
Western Mail 28 April 1900, page 55
xv
Nominal Roll Boer War
xvi
Kalgoorlie Miner 19 June 1916 page 4 & Daily
News 16 June 1916 page 8.

Vale
Lawrence Doran
Lawrence Doran and Phillipa Ward were
Co-Convenors starting the Pensioner
Guard Group on 27 January 2000.
Lawrence held this position until 2002 and
also served during this time as Treasurer.
He also served for 15 years on the
Genealogical Desk at Battye Library until
2016 - yes - just weeks before he passed
away.
Although he has not attended our
meetings for some years he was a valued
member.
RIP Lawrence

(Part Two)
Peter Conole
Enrolled Pensioner Force man William
John White, late of the 10th Regiment of
Foot, met with misfortune in the late
1870s. He was arrested, tried and
convicted of stealing firewood before a
Justice of the Peace in Perth on August 2,
1877. The offence was obviously not a
serious one, but he still received a twomonth prison sentence. One month of that
was remitted and, thankfully, he was not
penalised by the military authorities. The
Staff Office of Pensioners (at the time the
senior man will have been Major
E.D.Harvest)
sent
in
a
report
recommending no further action be taken
(1).
White probably did lose out because of
the offence in another way - when the
Enrolled Guard was formed on November
11, 1880. Despite his rather impressive
war record he was not selected for that
unit, which was tasked with guarding
Government House and the Fremantle
magazine and prison sites. However, on
June 25, 1897 he was among the EPF
surviving members who were given a
banquet in St. George’s Hall, Perth as part
of Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee
celebrations. William John White wore his
Sutlej and Punjab campaigns medals for
the event. He live on until April 12 1903,
when he died at his Claremont home (2).
The veteran’s second son William (John)
White the Younger (born Bristol 1853 see Part One, but note that he gave 1852
as his year of birth when he enlisted in the
colonial police) developed good bush-life
skills in the colony. There is a tradition
that he played some kind of role in one of
the notable WA exploration expeditions
between 1869 and 1874. Unfortunately,
7

the most detailed listings of personnel
involved in those hazardous adventures
do not mention him (3).
William the Younger joined the police as a
probationary constable in Perth in early
1875 and confirmed in office with the rank
of 2nd Class Constable on December 23 of
that year. During the celebrated escape of
the Irish Fenian prisoners in 1876 he was
sent from Perth to Fremantle with
reinforcements on April 4. He searched
the area around Rockingham that same
evening - in vain, of course. William
married Ellen Gregg in Perth during 1879
and received a transfer to Geraldton in the
same year. He resigned from the police
on November 30, 1881 (4).
The couple were back in Perth when their
son William John White (the third) was
born in 1881, then in Geraldton again
during 1883 when Margaret Anne was
born. The family thus lived around old
Champion Bay again for work purposes.
They were living in Perth by 1885 when
Ellen gave birth to their next child, James
Henry. The other named children were all
born in Perth: Lilly Ellen (1887), Eva
Constance (1888), Rose Bertha (1891))
and Charles Edward (born 1895).
There was a family tragedy in Perth in
1894 – William John White (the second)
accidently shot and killed his wife’s niece
in September 1894. Although completely
exonerated by the inquest, William is
understood to have never really recovered
from the horrific incident. His brother
Henry owned land at Wanneroo and
William spent time there hunting game,
one of the pastimes of bush life. William
John White (the second) died on
December 20, 1931 (5).
Among other White family members, his
younger sister Emma (born on May 2,
1871 to William John White the Elder’s
second wife) is of particular interest
because of her famously long life and an

interesting marriage. She wedded Robert
William Allen in Perth in the 1890s. Robert
was the son of yet another member of the
Enrolled Pensioner Force, the former
Royal Artillery sergeant and Crimean War
veteran Arthur Allen. Both Emma and her
father-in-law are pictured in this article.

Arthur Allen
Arthur Allen was born in Kent about 1829; he
enlisted in the Royal Artillery on March 8,
1847 and served in the complex war with
Russia which broke out in 1854. He received
the Crimean Medal with a clasp for
Sebastopol and the Turkish Crimea Medal.
After the conflict he continued in the service
and rose to the rank of sergeant in February
1867, only to fall foul of his superiors by way
of a regimental court martial in the same year.
As Diane Oldman reveals in her website

on WA Crimean War veterans, no details
of Allen’s exact offences are available (6).
Allen was discharged to pension at
Woolwich on April 20, 1869. Diane’s
research shows he was living at the
Woolwich Dockyard, Kent at the time of
the 1871 Census. He had married
Elizabeth Sewell in the early 1850s. One
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of their sons, Robert William Allen, was
born at Dublin Castle on December 23,
1865 - his father was obviously on
garrison duty there. Arthur Allen
eventually joined the Enrolled Pensioner
Force and arrived in Western Australia on
the ‘Naval Brigade’, February 2, 1874.
He prospered to some degree in the
colony, obtained property around the port
town and became active in local military
matters. According to a brief newspaper
obituary he joined the Fremantle Naval
Artillery (a militia unit) when it was
established on February 11, 1879. He
also emerged as a founding member of
the Enrolled Guard when Governor
Broome endorsed its creation on
November 19, 1880. Arthur Allen was
based in Fremantle but the press tribute
indicates he eventually became inactive
because of health issues. He is not on the
list of Enrolled Guard members still
serving in 1887 and passed away at North
Fremantle on November 3, 1892 (7).

Emma Allen on her 100th birthday

(1)GBM WO 97-0321-103, folio 4
His son Robert William Allen died in 1937,
quite some time after he and his family
had moved to New South Wales. Robert’s
wife Emma lived on for decades,
eventually achieving iconic status as a
living link to our State’s colonial era and
the last poignant but honoured years of
the Enrolled Pensioner Force (8).

(2) Broomhall, F. The Veterans (Hesperian Press,
WA, 1989), pp77-79, 129-130 and B 295; Notes on
William John White of the EPF and his family (first
version)
(3) Kimberly, W.B. History of West Australia
(F.W.Niven, Melbourne and Ballarat, 1897),
pp250-259
(4) Police Record of Service of William White and
family history notes (see Note 2 above); Bentley,
M. Grandfather was a Policeman (Hesperian
Press, WA, 1993), pp133, 115
(5) Notes on William John White of the EPF and
his family (first version)
(6) For thorough coverage of Allen’s life and
career, see under his name in the index to Diane
Oldman’s site: crimean war-veteranswa.comveterans index a-c
(7) Apart from Oldman see Broomhall (1989), B5-6
and James, 1879. For Allen’s start with the
Enrolled Guard, Broomhall (1989), p77. For his
newspaper obituary: Daily News, November 4,
1892
(8) The Australian Women’s Weekly, June 2, 1971
th
- a report of Emma’s 100 birthday celebration.
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BOOK LAUNCH
Irish Lives in the
Western Australia
Police
(Gaelforce Promotions, 2016).
By Peter Conole
Colour Sergeant and officer of the 12th Foot (the Suffolk
Regiment), 1840s Note the left handed salute. The Army did
not adopt saluting with the right hand only, until 1917
Source:https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Army_during_the
_Victorian_Era

Editorial::::::

Peter Conole with the Irish Ambassador to
Australia, H. E. Noel White who was the key
dignatory of the night.

The Launch was held at the Irish Club of WA
61 Townshend Road, Subiaco, on Monday
August 8th. Proudly our Convenor was able to
attend and is shown with Peter one of our
members below.

Thank you to the member who wrote to
me regarding – “What you would like to
see in the Newsletter”. Especially as he
had three Pensioner Guards on the Ships
Scindian, Hashemy and Naval Brigade.
These happen to be the three ships which
I am personally researching in depth and I
will be contacting this member with
information as he does not live in Perth.

Gillian O’Mara
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