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We need you …. If we are to do justice to
the “Ships Project” we require assistance
from more members who are interested in
doing research on at least one or two men.
Currently there are sixteen members
conducting research into twenty-one ships.

Ships Project
Admiral’s Diary
Due to other commitments over the past two
months the “Admiral” has had to put aside
most of the research on the “Ships Project”.
This doesn’t mean that I haven’t done
anything towards the project as I’m
continually looking for new sources to assist
with our research and also talking to many
people who contact me in regards to their
Enrolled Pensioner Guard. However, with the
New Year starting I’m again picking up the
reins and running with it once again.

Unless the project receives some assistance
from other members then your ship may
never be published. Please think about
assisting you will receive help from several
very qualified researchers throughout the
project and you will be amazed at what you
will learn in return.

I will be away for the next six weeks. While
I’m away I will be spending time on research
involved with the project.

email: kintore2011@gmail.com

Another Research Day was held at WAGS
Library on Sunday 19th January to which
twelve of the “Captains” were able to attend.
Much discussion was held amongst those
present as to what format the information
being gathered will appear. A final decision
on this will be made later in the year. Also
dates have been set that certain information
on those being researched will be published.
So members are asked to watch the Project
this year to see some of the Project come to
fruition. Further Research Days will be held
throughout the year at various repositories.
For those of you who aren’t aware we have
another “Captain” Marjorie Burton a member
of the Rockingham & District Family History
Society who is researching the “men” and
their families who arrived on the “Norwood” in
1862. We welcome Marjorie to the group and
appreciate her input into the Project as she
doesn’t even have an Enrolled Pensioner
Guard. As she lives in the Rockingham
district she has the advantage of being able
to call on the “Captain” of the Belgravia 1867
Diane Oldman for expert advice. Marjorie is
also assisting Diane in her research on men
who came to Western Australia who took part
in the Crimean War.

Margaret Hickey
“Admiral of the Fleet”

Fremantle Prison
Descendants Day
Pensioner Guard
Descendants please
apply
Direct descendants of WA Convicts,
Enrolled Pensioner Guards and Warders
who arrived at the Swan River Colony
between 1850 and 1887 are invited to
apply for a certificate for the 2014
ceremony. More information on the
application process including FAQ’s can
be found by visiting the Descendants Day
page on the Fremantle Prison Website
http://www.fremantleprison.com.au/whats
on/descendantsday/Pages/default.aspx
Applications close on Friday 14th March
2014.
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It was also thought that this would be a good
opportunity for members to discuss various
challenges and aspects that may need
clarification etc., and also to assist other
members by the telling of one’s own
endeavours, and make use of the library.

From Our Convenor,
Tom Joynes
Enrolled
Pensioner
Guard
Special Interest Group

With a start time of 12pm, it was agreed that
we have a “Lunch time Meeting” and that
members, if they wish, bring their lunch; tea
and coffee will be on hand.

As I was trying to put together some notes
for this column and thinking how hot the
days are, my thoughts began to reflect on
my great great, grandparents and their
arrival in the colony at Fremantle, along
with many others - guards, families,
convicts and so on. Was that day in
November a very hot time as November
can be? How did they cope with all
conditions and with a young family as
well, the youngest (born at sea) aged two
and a half months. They had left Plymouth
in August, I suppose they wondered what
they were in for. Even more so when they
moved to Greenough, where harsh
conditions no doubt prevailed.

I look forward to seeing many of you on the
day.

We do need articles, stories, family history
and so on from you, our members, - telling of
tales related to the early days about your
EPG man and his family. Please consider
how you can help, our Editor is only too
willing to assist you.

Presentations include:

The Gazette.

We have had to rearrange the meeting day
from Saturday to Sunday as there is a
Seminar in the SLWA, 25 Francis St , Perth
Cultural Centre, Perth , and WAGS and SIGs
have been asked to support this Seminar,
“Chris Paton and Thomas MacEntee
downunder—Perth Seminar”
A full day Seminar with leading presenters,
Chris Paton (Scotland) and Thomas
MacEntee (US).

British and Irish Newspapers;
Irish Records online;
Building a Genealogy Research Toolbox;
You use WHAT for Genealogy?”
“You can find out more by clicking on:
unlockthepast”

Articles for the Gazette are to be sent to the
editor prior to the following dates for 2014:

Group Meetings for 2014

March 8th, for April Issue.
June 14th, for July Issue.
September 13th, for October Issue.

Saturday 5th April 10am, Unit 4. AGM,
and group meeting with Richard Offen as
guest speaker.

FEBRUARY MEETING
The next Group Meeting has been rescheduled for Sunday 16th February 2014, at
12.00pm to 2.30pm in Units 5 and 6. Please
note that Unit 4 is being used by the Scottish
SIG.

Saturday 19th July 10 am, Unit 5&6, Library
meeting—to be confirmed.
Saturday 18th October 10am Unit 4.
I trust you have a happy year ahead, and that
your research is very fruitful.
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Captain Charles Finnerty,
a Man of Merit
Part 1 – Finnerty of the 47th
(Lancashire) Regiment
By Diane Oldman
Charles FINNERTY’s origins were in Bumlin,
a Townland and Parish of County
Roscommon, Ireland. Bumlin’s population in
Finnerty’s childhood was moving toward
5,000; a collection of tenant farmers on estate
land owned by the Mahon Anglo-Irish family
from the 17th to 20th centuries. Strokestown
Park was the hub of the Mahon estate.
During the Great Famine (1845-1850), over
50% of the population died or emigrated and
the incumbent Mahon was assassinated by
tenants with a grudgei.
Finnerty was born in Bumlin, Strokestown on
4th May 1815ii. He joined the 47th Regiment of
the British Army as Private #1055 on 12th
August 1833. Interestingly, a Sergeant John
Finnerty #404 (born Cavan 1806) was serving
in the 47th when Charles joined at age 18. No
family connection between the men has been
established. During the first ten years of
Finnerty’s army career he was abroad with
the regiment in Gibraltar, Malta and the West
Indies. In 1844 Finnerty returned home and
was based in Lancashire and Ireland for a
further decade. For him these were years of
rapid promotion: Corporal in January 1837,
Sergeant by October the same year and
Sergeant Major March 1850. His duties as
Sergeant Major were short lived when, seven
months later, he was elevated to officer class
without purchase, i.e. on merit, Ensign
Finnertyiii.
After a failed British peace deputation with
Tsar Nicholas I in February 1854, British
troops set sail for Turkey; a force was being
built up to deal with Russian aggression
against the Ottoman Empire. On 28th March
France and Britain aligned themselves with

Turks and declared war on Russia – it would
be known as the Crimean War.
Ensign Charles Finnerty left for Malta with the
47th Regiment on 23rd March 1854. Since the
arrival in Malta of the declaration of war the
embarkation of troops for Gallipoli has
continued with unremitting assiduity, and the
excitement produced in the island is almost
indescribableiv. Within three weeks Finnerty
was on board Apollo when it left Malta with
fellow officers, 845 rank and file and six
women of the regimentv arriving at
Constantinople, Turkey on 18th April. While
the bulk of the 47th regiment joined the 41st
and 49th in brigade on the Crimean peninsula
to fight at the Battles of Alma, Inkerman and
the Siege of Sevastopolvi, Finnerty spent his
war in the Army hospitals of Scutari.
Early in his service in Scutari, Finnerty was
promoted from Ensign to Lieutenant on 6th
June 1854. There were two hospitals in
Scutari – the General and the Barrack (not far
from each other). By the end of November
1854 (after Alma, Balaclava and Inkerman
with Sevastopol still raging) there were over
3,000 men in the hospitals. No attempt was
made to separate the ranks or regiments, but
the wounded were kept separated from the
sick; the sick being those with cholera,
dysentery and fever. Wounded enemies
received precisely the same treatment as
allies. .... they are presided over by the
medical and military officers in charge...... On
all hands they are admitted to be men entirely
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devoted to their duties. Nor are the services
of Major Sillery, the commandant, and of
Lieutenant Finnerty, his adjutant and barrackmaster, less warmly acknowledged. Upon
them have devolved very important and
onerous functions, which they have diligently
and effectively carried out. To their honour
be it said, they are both officers who have
risen by merit alone from the ranksvii.
Florence Nightingale and her 40 nurses
arrived at Scutari early in November 1854, so
it is clear that Finnerty would have known and
worked with this famous woman.

on the alert and on the occasion of the Guard
being called out acted with the greatest
energy, prudence and circumspectionxvi. On
16th June 1859 the Finnertys welcomed (two
weeks’ prematurely) their third daughter into
the world – Mrs Finnerty’s second birth at sea
– the day the ship ‘crossed the line’!xvii

By April 1856, the treaty ending the Crimean
War had been signed by Britain and the
conflict officially over. Finnerty, his fellow
officers and troops, left Scutari on the steam
transport Resolute on 31st July, arriving back
at Spithead via Malta and Gibraltar on 15th
Augustviii - just four days before the birth of
the Finnerty’s sixth child. It can be assumed
that Finnerty took some leave then returned
to his regiment. On 12th March 1857, he was
again promoted on merit. He left the
regiment, unattached, on 6th May 1859ix.

i

Charles Finnerty had married Elizabeth
Mathews in Valetta, Malta on 11th Jul 1839 x
at which time Charles was a Sergeant in the
47th Regiment serving in the Mediterranean.
Elizabeth was born in County Longford
Ireland in about 1825xi. Their first child,
Charles, was born in Malta on 16th August
1840; then came Anne Eliza 19th February
1845, Bolton, Lancashirexii; John 27th
December 1847,Cahir, Tipperaryxiii (died
1852); Susan Margaret 11th October 1850,
Dublin; John Michael 31st January 1853,
Limerickxiv; Arthur James 19th August 1856 at
sea off the coast of Dublinxv.
Three months after his regimental release
Captain Finnerty, his heavily pregnant wife
Elizabeth, and their five surviving children left
Plymouth on 19th August 1859 on the HMS
Sultana bound for Fremantle, Western
Australia. During the next 82 days of the
voyage, Finnerty would become familiar with
his future role as Staff Officer of the Enrolled
Pensioner Force. Fifty of these British Army
pensioners were on board with their families
together with 242 convicts. Captain Finnerty,
as officer commanding the Guard was ever

In Part 2 – next edition of the Gazette – the
focus will be on Charles Finnerty’s life and
career in Western Australia.
End Notes
The Killing of Major Denis Mahon, Peter Duffy, Harper
Collins 2007.
ii
th
War Office Records of Officers’ Services, 47
Regiment WO76-190 folio 281, National Archives,
Kew.
[Note: no baptism in Church of Ireland or Roman
Catholic parish records extant].
iii
Ibid.
iv
th
The London Times, 19 April 1854.
v
Ibid.
vi
Records and Badges of the British Army, Henry
nd
Manners Chichester & George Burges-Short, 2
Edition, Gale & Polden Ltd. 1900.
vii
rd
The London Times, 23 November 1854.
viii
th
The London Times, 16 August 1854.
ix
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x
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xi
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29 Sep 1827.
xii
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Regiment WO76-190 folio 281, National Archives, Kew
and GRO Regimental Birth Indices (1761 to 1924)
Volume 1114, Page14
xiii
Ibid, Page 2.
xiv
Ibid, Page 23.
xv
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War Office Records of Officers’ Services, 47
Regiment WO76-190 folio 281, and 1871 Census of
England & Wales, RG10-3184, p.12, National
Archives, Kew.
xvi
A pleasant passage : the journals of Henry
Richardson, Surgeon Superintendent aboard the
convict ship, Sultana, Fremantle Press 1990.
xvii
UK Maritime Births, Marriages & Deaths 1787-1933
;1871 Census of England & Wales, RG10-3184, p.12,
National Archives, Kew; WA Registry of Births, Deaths
& Marriages, Reg. Fremantle 4899, 1859.
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The Magazine is available in the WAGS
Library

STOP PRESS – Exciting News
Journal of the Society of Genealogists
(England)

Private Farrell Cornelly
Enrolled Irish Pensioner Guard
By Laura Shannon
Private Farrell Cornelly’s time in Western
Australia was brie. He arrived in Fremantle on
the William Jardine on 2nd August 1852 as an
Enrolled
Pensioner Guard.
He
was
accompanied by his wife Bridget (nee
O’Loughlan) and four-year old daughter Ellen
(born 1849). They were all born in Ireland.
Two more children were born after their
arrival in WA. Elizabeth was born in
Fremantle in 1853 and Farrell John (who
became known as Edward John) in 1856 at
Fort Lynton. Farrell Cornellly died twenty-five
days after his son’s birth.

The Genealogists’ Magazine –
Dec 2013
has an article by our own
Jeanette Lee called:
‘The Enrolled Pensioner Force in
Western Australia 1850 – 1880’
pages 133-139.
This 7 page article is a must read for all
members of our group. It gives an accurate
expose of who the Pensioner Guards were
and then explains what happened in Western
Australia. The article includes 8 photos of
Pensioner Guards with some background and
are:
Peter McQuade
72nd Regiment
John McNeece
15th and 8th Regiments
Thomas Minorgan 24th and 10th Regiment
Richard Henderson East India Company
Bernard Kain
29th Regiment
William White
10th Regiment
John Kelly
41st Regiment
John Arbuckle
Bengal Horse Artillery EIC
Jeanette a well deserved Congratulations
to our most experienced researcher.

Farrell Cornelly’s birthplace was Melan, Co.
Kings, Ireland and his burial place was Fort
Lynton, Western Australia – half a world
away. At the age of seventeen, on the 24th
May 1825, Cornelly enlisted in the army in the
65th Regiment at Roscommon. His service of
20 years included a period of eight years in
the East Indies and for another three and a
half years he was posted in North America.
During his military career Cornelly was
awarded two Good Conduct medals. He was
discharged at Cheltham on 28th July 1846.
Farrell Cornelly married in 1848. His bride
was Bridget O’Loughlan, daughter of James.
She was born at Hibernia, Ireland in 1834.
Presumably when the call came for Guards
for convict ships going to Western Australia,
Cornelly seized the opportunity. It seems he
had been working as a labourer since his
discharge from the army. Enrolled Pensioner
Guards were promised several acres of land
and assistance to build a cottage after a set
number of years service in the Colony. It
must have seemed too good to be true.
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In January 1852 Cornelly and family
embarked on a voyage lasting seven months.
This journey may have seemed a hardship
but more was to follow as they were based at
the Bassendean prison camp where they
lived in tents. After spending the summer
months “under canvas” it must have been
dismaying to find on their posting to the Fort
Lynton Convict Hiring Depot in 1853 that the
only accommodation was in tents. Apparently
Cornelly was experiencing health problems
although he was given a medical clearance
when he enrolled. It is not known whether he
had suffered previous war injuries which
caused the Superintendent Corporal Bruce
Doran to report to the Colonial Secretary,
“Private Cornelly is very unwell and I fear will
not live long”. This premonition proved true.
Farrell Cornelly died on 26th October 1856.
The cause of death is unclear. Corporal
Doran recorded it as “heat affection and
epilepsy”, which was similar to Rica
Erickson’s state in the Dictionary of Western
Australians of “heat exhaustion and
sunstroke”. However Sister Mary Albertus
Bain in A Life of its Own, p24 declared
Cornelly’s death was due to malnutrition.
In recognition of Cornelly’s service, his fellow
soldiers erected a limestone tombstone on
his grave at Lynton Burial Reserve. It is the
central headstone of the three standing there,
the others mark the graves of Corporal
Redden and Private Hayes. The young
widow, Bridget, remarried a year later to
Charles Eastough after which they moved to
the Greenough district.
Further research needs to be undertaken
regarding the possibility of a connection (and
perhaps blood relationship with the Farrell
family. At least four other men bearing the
surname Farrell arrived in Western Australia,
including Michael Farrell who married Eliza
Holly (sister-in-law to Ellen (nee Cornelly),
wife of John Holly, and whose first child was
named “Ellen”. Also it may be significant that
all these Farrells and Cornellys settled in the
Chapman Valley.
It seems a possibility that Farrell Cornelly had
an earlier marriage than that of his marriage

to Bridge O’Loughlan. This question arises
because the writer was holidaying in Dublin in
1989 and by chance while glancing through a
telephone directory spotted the name “Farrell
Cornelly”. A phone call was made and
several letters followed. But the Dublin family
was unaware of any relative going to
Australia. Farrell Cornally’s wife, Ursula,
made efforts to obtain information – even to
engage a Researcher – but was told that
army records from so long ago were no
longer available. Conjecture remains. After
all, “Cornelly” is not a common name. In fact
there is only one listing in the 2010 Western
Australian telephone directories.
It seems sad that Private Farrell Cornelly’s
hopes of a better life for his wife and children
ended so dismally – and, in a way, so
incomplete.

What happened to
Farrell Cornelly’s Family
Particularly
Edward John Cornally
By Laura Shannon
As stated in the former article the Irish
Pensioner Guard Farrell Cornelly died a mere
twenty five days after his son’s birth after
months of illness. The Commander of the
Fort Lynton Hiring Depot, Superintendent
Corporal Bruce Doran reported the child’s
birth as being on 1st September 1856 and
gave the name as “Farrell”. (His birth was
registered as Farrell Cornelly at Port Gregory
in 1856 No 3500 with his mothers names
spelt incorrectly). This however may have
been an assumption during a stressful period
as the boy became known – and was
baptised – as Edward John Cornally. It was a
time of confusion, not least of which was the
removal of the deceased family from the
prison premises. Despite the promise to the
Enrolled Guards of land and assistance to
build a cottage there was no provision for a
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widow whose husband had served only three
years of the prescribed sever.
It is difficult to imagine the anxiety and
sadness the young mother must have
experienced. She had no family to turn to for
support as they were all on the “other side of
the world”. She had no money and no home
and she had somehow to provide for three
small children, Ellen (7 years), Elizabeth (3
years) and her newborn son. Bridget Cornelly
went to the nearby Wayside Inn where the
proprietor Francis Watson Pearson gave her
employment as a servant.
Pearson was an astute businessman and had
recognised the necessity of providing
accommodation and sustenance for passing
travellers and before long had also obtained a
liquor license. To supply the flourishing lead
mining ventures in the hinterland there was a
constant stream of traffic to and fro with the
teamsters brining down the ore to Port
Gregory for export and returning laden with
necessary goods and equipment. The mining
company hired Ticket-of-Leave convicts as
labourers and teamsters. Among the latter
was Charles Eastough, a former blacksmith
and wheelwright.
When the authorities decided to abandon the
Fort Lynton depot the convicts were
transferred via Geraldton to the Greenough
Hiring depot. Charles Eastough and Bridget
Cornally had a formal arrangement which
enabled her (with her children) to travel to
Geraldton when the transfer of prisoners took
place. They were married in Geraldton on 14
November 1857 before proceeding to
Greenough. Pastoralists in the area were
eagerly employing the convicts and seeking
women for domestic servants. Charles
Eastough was allocated to John Sydney
Davis at his Tibradden property where
employment was available for his wife Bridget
and they were able to take their children with
them. Charles and Bridget had 7 children.
The On 22 January 1858 Pensioners left at
Lynton boarded the vessel Les Trois Amis
bound for Champion Bay. Lynton was
abandoned.

As the children grew up they too were
employed, the girls trained as domestic duties
and Edward in handling stock. From an early
age the boy was sent to lonely outcamps to
shepherd the sheep flocks and here most of
his companions were nomadic aboriginies.
No doubt he enjoyed the games and other
pursuits with the children and quickly learnt
the different dialects of each passing tribe. At
the same time he was absorbing, albeit
unconsciously, their tribal customs and
traditions. During the years ahead this
knowledge stood Edward in good stead for as
well as being a competent stockman he was
much sought after as a guide for pastoralists
seeking new land in the Upper Gascoyne and
North West Cape areas. More importantly he
became a respected guide and informant for
anthropologist Daisy Bates.
Bridget and Charles Eastough left Tibradden
after Charles received his Pardon and went to
the Chapman Valley where Charles set up a
blacksmith shop. In 1878 Edward John
married a “Valley” girl, Mary Culleton who
bore him five children, the first baby dying
soon after birth. The Cornelly girls, Ellen and
Elizabeth married local farmers. Ellen married
1st John Olley/Holley 1866 and 2nd Anthony
O’Malley. Elizabeth/Emily married Thomas
O’Donnell at Geraldton. The children of
Charles and Bridget also married members of
Valley families. Many Chapman Valley
residents are descendants of these early
settlers.
Edward Cornally’s contribution to Daisy
Bates’ anthropological records has gone
unnoticed but there is no doubt that without
his assistance much of the information
claimed as hers would not have been known.
The aborigines regarded Cornally as one of
their people and gave him the name
Nanyango or Nyinigo, as dutifully recorded by
Bates. Edward John Cornelly died in Perth in
1941, an “old and invalid man”, aged eightfive years.
Bridget died in 1892.
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Ships Project

to share please forward to the Special
Interest Group so we can either add to our
knowledge or confirm the information that the
“Captains” are submitting to the Project.
Margaret Hickey
“Admiral of the Fleet”
Email: kintore2011@gmail.com

Admiral’s Diary
The Ships Project still progresses at a steady
pace in the background of everything else that
is currently happening.
Most “Captains”
researching what the project calls “Phase 1”
have submitted information to be put online
within the next few months. “Phase 1” refers to
the military life of the Enrolled Pensioner Force
prior to them arriving in Western Australia.
Unfortunately this doesn’t mean that we have
military information on all “men”. We are now
researching the more difficult of the “men” and
hopefully we will be able to fill in many of the
gaps currently existing.
The ships “Captains” have now moved on to
“Phase 2” of the project which is the lives of the
“men” their wives and children in Western
Australia.
This will be submitted to the
“Admiral” later in the year and then added to
“Phase 1”.
Over several months we have had some
members visit England and they have been
able to add to the information we are gathering
with visits to The National Archives and the
British Library. Each visit by a member adds to
our knowledge of what is available and its
whereabouts.
Which leaves only what the “Admiral” is
currently doing. The information gathered in
“Phase 1” is currently being compiled into a
workable format to add online. This is a
daunting job and many hours are spent trying to
obtain a format that is user friendly. I’m also
compiling “Phase 1” for the “men” who either at
this stage don’t have a confirmed ship arrival or
arrived on a ship currently not being
researched. Along with other members of the
group I’m also talking and sharing information
with descendants who attend any of our open
days or outside functions.
If you have information on your member of the
Enrolled Pensioner Force that you are prepared
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The Robert Small arrived on
19 Aug 1953 with 29 Guards.
The following are possibly those who arrived
as those EPGs. Please contact Captain Ian
( details below ) if you have any details on
any of these men.:ARMSTRONG Alexander
ARTHUR/S Joseph
BAILEY Job
BATEMAN Edward
BRINDAL / BRINDEL / BRINDLE @
DAVIS James
CALLAGHAN Edward ?
CALLAGHAN Cornelius
CALLENAN John
CONROY John
DAVIS James
DAVIS William
DONNELLAN William (DOONECAN /
DONEGAN)
FAY Henry
FLYNN ?
GRIFFIN Thomas
GIBSON George
HACKETT Owen ( Onifred )
JOYCE John
KNOX James
LOTON Robert
McBRIDE Peter
McCAUGHRAN William
McKELLAR Duncan
McQUADE Peter
OWENS Patrick
RICKEY Walter
ROWE William
SCULL James
WARD John
Please contact me on :
epg.robert.small@gmail.com
Captain Ian Barnes
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From Our Convenor,

11th through a family relative could help.
Please email Chris if you can assist.

Tom Joynes

Convenor presented Chris with a certificate of
appreciation and small gift.

Enrolled
Pensioner
Guard
Special Interest Group

We were then encouraged to make use of the
library, seek advice if needed, and meet up
with others.

.
Saturday July 19th was our annual library
meeting, we had in attendance a good number
of 26, both members and visitors. Also with us,
Chris Loudon, WAGS IT and Internet Officer.

Future Meeting
Saturday October 18th at 10.00am Unit 4 is
the scheduled time for our next meeting with
guest speaker David Burridge from John
Burridge Military Antiques.

Convenor extended a welcome to everyone and
gave a brief outline of the morning’s activities.

Watch the “can you help” column in the
“West”.

Agenda items and reports were dealt with.

FREMANTLE PRISON.

I extended on behalf of our committee and
members our appreciation to retiring librarian
Julie Martin. Also, that the minutes reflect the
appreciation of our group, this was carried
unanimously.

On Monday 2nd June, We were once again
delighted to be at the 2014 DESCENDANTS
DAY CEREMONY, which took place at
FREMANTLE PRISON.

Certificates.

We were privileged to hear a most
informative and entertaining talk on Convict
times given by Dr. Pamela Statham - Drew.

I had a very pleasing opportunity to present
certificates of authenticity to the following:
Dianne Bramley, EPG John Baldwin, Pyrenees
1853.
Mark Lee, EPG Patrick Lee, Hashemy1850.
Wayne and Thomas Poland, EPG John Pratt
and Patrick Carroll, Hashemy 1850.
Carol Perriam, EPG James O’Byrne, Hashemy
1850.
Dianne
Elphick,
EPG
Joseph Wright,
Racehorse 1865(to be posted)
Congratulations to all concerned, recipients,
those who dealt with and carried out the
necessary authentication, and the calligraphy
presentation on each one.
Chris Loudon, was introduced, he touched on
some aspects of the Colonial Secretary’s Office
and also the 11th Battalion. This being a task in
which any member, with a connection with the
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The morning’s activities went smoothly, in this
23rd year of presentations. A good number of
Enrolled Pensioner Guard descendants (25
plus) were on hand to receive their Certificate
from Hon A.P. Jacob MLA Minister for
Heritage, representing the Minister for
Finance, Hon D. Nalder MLA.
Congratulations to Manager of Fremantle
Prison, Bevan Beaver, Marketing and Events
Manager, Amberlee Hong, Researcher Gillian
O’Mara, who looked at all submissions for
certificates.
This
embodied
Convicts,
Warders and Enrolled Pensioner Guards.
Master of Ceremonies Peter Holland,
together with Gillian announced each
participating descendant who was presented
with a certificate for their ancestor.
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Several of the participants received multiple
certificates, i.e. a convict and a warder and/or
EPG etc.
Applications for Certificates also came from the
Eastern States and country W.A.
There are those were unable to attend on the
day, their Certificates will be sent to them. Well
done to all those who contributed to the overall
presentation.
Ship Captains
The Admiral and Captains are still looking for
any stories on research to share with us.
Contact Margaret or a ship captain and I am
sure they will be delighted to talk to you about
your efforts of research. Please, we need your
input.

Thank you

Tom

ITEMS OF INTEREST FOUND
IN
WA NEWSPAPERS ON NLA
(TROVE)
The remains of the late Thomas Bishop
(Sergeant of Her Majesty's 20th Foot, and
Sergeant of the Royal Canadian Rifles) will
leave his late residence, the Pensioners'
Barracks, at 3.30 THIS AFTERNOON.
Friends will please accept this intimation.W.
C. BOWRA & CO., 3092 Undertakers.
Funeral Notice “The West Australian (Perth, WA) Saturday 5 November
1892, p4.” Also in ”The Daily News” (Perth, WA0, Friday 4
November1892 p2.

Funeral Notice: The Funeral of the late Mr
Arthur Allen will leave his late residence,
Perth Road, North Fremantle, at 3.30 o’clock,
Sunday afternoon. Friends will please accept
this information. ARTHUR E. DAVIES, 3102
Undertaker.
Funeral Notice “The West Australian (Perth, WA) Saturday 5 November
1892, p4.” Also in ”The Daily News” (Perth, WA0, Friday 4
November1892 p2.

EPG Gazette Distribution for 2015
Due to changes in the costs and possible
changes in Australian Post deliveries, from
2015 the newsletter, EPG Gazette, will be sent
by email.
If you have special needs which preclude this,
please let our Treasurer know through our
mailing address EPG Special Interest Group,
Unit 6/48 May Street, Bayswater, Western
Australia 6053 (PO Box 265, Bayswater,
Western Australia 6933) or call Marilyn
McCutcheon on 94476981 or 0407388172
please leave a message if unattended, or email
epguards@hotmail.com
(NB - If you have changed your email address
through the WAGS member's site, we cannot
access that change and you will need to advise
EPG separately.)
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Arthur Allen, an old Army pensioner, died at
North Fremantle yesterday. He arrived in the
colony about 19 years ago and was a
sergeant in the Royal Horse Artillery. He
served in the Crimean War and gained
several medals of distinction. When the Naval
Artillery was first formed in Fremantle he was
one of the first members to join, and he
continued in the force until he was obliged by
illness to retire. The funeral will take place on
Sunday afternoon.
“The Inquirer and Commercial News” (Perth, WA) Saturday 5 November
1892, p4

Source: http://pazhayathu.blogspot.com/2011/09/hairsoldier-of the-travencore-and-their.html
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William blotted his copy book during an
elaborate military ‘tattoo’ in July 1855. He got
drunk, failed to turn up for the big event and
was reduced to private after a regimental
court martial on July 31, 1855.

Pensioner William Lennox,
late of the
77th Regiment of Foot

By Diane Oldman and Peter Conole
William Lennox was born on February 2, 1829
at Castle Dawson (Aratrea Parish) in County
Derry, Ireland. As a youngster he worked as a
weaver and joined the 77th Regiment of Foot of
the British Army on November 11, 1846,
regimental number 2098. His place of
enlistment was Ballymena, County Antrim. The
army record describes him as being five feet,
five inches tall, with a fresh complexion, hazel
eyes and dark brown hair (1).
At the time the 77th (later the East Middlesex
Regiment) was on garrison duty at Halifax in
Nova Scotia. We do not know if William went
there and it is probably unlikely; as an underage soldier he had to wait until his 18th birthday
in 1847 before receiving full pay and the range
of duties that implied. The 77th returned from
Canada in 1848 and spent the next six years on
home duty at various depots around Britain (2).
th

When the Crimean War broke out the 77 was
included in the Light Division commanded by
Lieutenant General Sir George Brown and
arrived at the Scutari base in Turkey on April
15, 1854. Active service soon followed. The
regiment plunged into the Battle of the Alma on
September 20, 1854 and made a promising
start, but due to a command blunder was
largely left inactive in square formation on the
left during the fight for the Great Redoubt (3).
The battle of Inkerman on November 5, 1854
turned out to be a stellar day for the regiment,
which played a key role in fending off three
Russian attacks. In one startling episode a
mere four of its companies routed four Russian
battalions and recaptured several pieces of
artillery (4).
Private Lennox impressed his officers – he was
promoted to Corporal on the first day of 1855.
Service in the siege of Sebastopol followed, but
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The 77th Regiment moved into forward
positions during the siege, in general terms a
tedious, deadly business of spade and
engineering work punctuated by sniping and
constant skirmishing with the Russians in the
forward lines. William Lennox was badly
wounded in one such trench fight on August
15, 1855; a bullet took off most of two fingers
on his right hand. Injury to his thumb was
another side effect, plus probable periodic
infections for many years afterwards.
William returned to England on December 12,
1855. A Chelsea medical board ruled him out
as being unfit for further service and he was
discharged as a Military Pensioner on
January 15, 1856. He received the usual
Crimean War array of medals and clasps. His
next moves are not exactly known, but he
married Mary McCormack and began to raise
a family. The religious denomination of the
couple was Church of England. Their first
child – a daughter named Eliza - was born no
later than July or August 1857 (5).
In an unknown month – and on an uncertain
ship – William Lennox and his family arrived
in Western Australia, in late 1857 or in
January 1858 at the very latest. He is not on
record as ever being a member of the
Enrolled Pensioner Force but he was
certainly a ‘pensioner guard’. He worked as a
Convict Guard in the colony from January 26,
1858 until November of the same year. Then
he moved sideways and took the oath of a
Constable in the Western Australia Police on
November 8, 1858 (6).
The move into the blue police uniform comes
as no surprise; readers will be aware of the
high degree of interchange between military
and police personnel in WA during this era.
William served as a constable in Fremantle
and Busselton in turn, with exemplary results,
which culminated in a special cash reward of
two pounds he received on March 22, 1861
for above-the-average services (7).
1

Unfortunately for the police, William’s fine
record attracted attention elsewhere and he
resigned on December 1, 1862, possibly
because he had received a good offer from the
Convict Establishment. He was employed as an
Assistant Warder by the Establishment from
January 16, 1863. His early period of service
was promising and William received higher
levels of responsibility as a result.
In October 1863 William moved east to take
charge of a road party, one involving
construction work between Guildford and York.
Something went wrong in November 1863. The
York Resident Magistrate and the police went to
the 24-mile party on November 30 to enquire
into disorderly conduct among the convicts and
complaints by some against William Lennox (9).
With that incident as a distressing background,
he resigned on the first day of 1864 and left for
London with his family on the ‘Robert Morrison’,
January 10, 1864 (10).
The subsequent movements of William and
Mary Lennox and their family are not easy to
trace. They seem to have resided in Ireland for
some years, during which they became the
parents of three more children – Margaret, Mary
and William John (11). They moved to Scotland
where son Alexander was born in 1871 (12).
Some years later service-related health issues
caught up with former soldier William Lennox. In
1886 he returned to Ireland and became an outpatient of Kilmainham, the Dublin establishment
which was the equivalent of the famous London
Chelsea Hospital for former soldiers.

(1) The particulars of his military service are
in his army file: WO97-1617-081-009.
(2) Wikipedia entry: 77th (East Middlesex)
Regiment of Foot.
(3) I.Fletcher and N.Ishchenko, The Battle of
the Alma, 1854 (Pen and Sword Military,
Great Britain, 2008, pp134-138.
(4) Fortescue, Hon.J.W. A History of the
British Army (McMillan, London, 1930
edition), pp120-121, 132, 134.
(5) See the War Office record of William
Lennox in Note One above for his injury and
discharge reports, plus WA Death Certificate
1252 of 1859 for the death of his daughter.
Note also Ericson. R. Biographical Dictionary
of Western Australians, Vol.3, p493.
(6) Barker, D.J. Warders and Gaolers
(Western Australian Genealogical Society,
2000), p126; Western Australia Police Record
of Service of William Lennox.
(7) Western Australia Police of Service of
William Lennox.
(8) Barker (2000), p126 and Biographical
Dictionary of Western Australians, Vol.3,
p493.
(9)The children of William and Mary Lennox
born in WA included:Thomas,WA Birth
Certificate Perth 4775/1859; Eliza, Busselton
6046/1861 and John, Guildford 7314/1863.
(10)
Biographical Dictionary of Western
Australians, Vol.3, p493.
(11) Ireland, Civil Registration Indexes, 18451958.
(12) 1871 Census of Scotland, Reels 1-191.
General Register Office for Scotland,
Edinburgh gives the data on the family.
(13) The last years of William Lennox are
covered in his War Office record of service see Note One above. The record also
mentions his death.

William was recognised as being of good
character and received appropriate attention
and treatment. In his last days he may well
have required permanent in-house medical
care. Veteran William Lennox died at
Kilmainham on April 9, 1898 and his passing
was recorded in the South Dublin Registration
District (13).

Source: https://encrypted-tbn3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcR3nxZFxZGMs4KpJPDGGLeW3yrFCBaZ2fh_S95AXouYU8nn9mA
1854 Battle of Alma

Notes
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MORE ITEMS OF INTEREST
FOUND IN
WA NEWSPAPERS ON NLA
(TROVE)
And also available at the J S Battye
Library of West Australian History
3rd Floor of the
State Library of Western Australia
If you register at the State Library of Western
Australia you can access many more of their
records from home.

Sergeant J F HYLAND
Sergeant John Francis Hyland, who was found
dead in a hut at 'Robb's Jetty early on
Thursday, June 15, had an interesting career.
He was for many years in India, and served
under General Lawrence all through the Indian
Mutiny. After leaving India, he served two years
in China under General Gordon, from whom he
received a letter acknowled-ging his valuable
services. He was then sent to Yorkshire as firstclass musketry instructor to the 6th West York
Volunteers, and subsequently held, a similar
position at Hythe. At the invitation of the late Mr
W Childers, Sergeant Hyland pame to Western
Australia in the ship Naval Brigade in the year
1874, and resided here until his death. He was
a very old and esteemed member of the LordWarden Lodge of Freemasons, of Deal, Kent.
Sergeant Hyland was in the possession of both
the Indian Mutiny and China medals, and was
also in receipt of an Imperial pension.
Western mail (Perth, WA) Saturday 24 June 1905, p24

http://digital.slv.vic.gov.au/webclient/StreamGate?folder_id=0&dvs=14118815
61282~373 High St Fremantle early 1900’s

EPG October 2014

MR J JARVIS.
The funeral of the late Mr. Joseph Jarvis, a
resident of Fremantle for upwards of 40
years, took place on Friday, July 31, in the
Methodist portion of the Fremantle Cemetery.
Deceased had also seen active service in
Africa, where ho had served with the 85th
Foot (Irish Fusiliers). The chief mourners
were Mr. Henry S. Jarvis (son), Mr and Mrs
John Fitzpatrick, Mr and Mrs H. Clemens,
and Mrs A. Wilco (daughters and sons-inlaw). Miss Joseph Jarvis, —On July 29, 1908
at Fremantle, Joseph Jarvis, dearly-beloved
father of Mrs J Fitzpatrick, Mrs H H Clemens,
Mrs Wilee, Mr S Jarvis, and Miss B Jarvis.
JARVIS —The Friends of the late Mr Joseph
Jarvis senr., of Fremantle, are respectfully
invited to follow his remains to the place of
internment, the Methodist portion of the
FremantIe Cemetery. The Funeral is
appointed to leave the residence of his
daughter, 55 Norfolk-street Fremantle, at 3
o'clock TO MORROW (Friday) AFTERNOON.
DONALD J CHIPPER, Funeral Director,
Adelaide-street, Fremantle. Tel No 438.
The funeral of the late Mr Joseph Jarvis, a
resident of Fremantle for upwards' of 40
years, took place on Friday afternoon last in
the Methodist portion of the Fremantle
Cemetery. Deceased had also seen active
service in Africa, where he had served with
the 85th-Foot (Irish Fusiliers). The chief
mourners were Mr Henry S Jarvis (son), Mr.
and Mrs John Fitzpatrick, Mr and Mrs H
Clemans, and Mrs A Wilce (daughters and
sons-in-law), Miss Selina Fitzpatrick (granddaughter).
Mrs
Farrington
and
Mrs
McGuinness. The pallbearers were Messrs G
Yates, B Harragon, A Stewart and F
Brindall. Among those present were, Captain
J A E Humble (representing the 11th A.I.R.),
Messrs. A Atwood, G Lewis, A Price, W
Ohney. Hudson Fitzpatrick senr., V Caporn
and many others. The Rev. C G Carvasso
officiated at the graveside and the funeral
arrangements were carried out by Mr Donald
Chipper.
Western Mail (Perth WA) Saturday 8 August 1908, p21

1

SHEMELD. On the 24th inst., at the residence
of his son-in.law, Mr. J. McNeece. No. 45
Attfleld Street, Fremantle. Corporal Benjamin
Shemeld, late 73rd Regiment, and beloved
husband of Maria Shemeld. aged 77 years.
Salford papers please copy. (No flowers by
request.
FUNERAL NOTICES
SHEMELD – The Friends of the late Corporal
Benjamin Shemeld are respectfully invited to
follow his remains to the place of internment the
Fremantle Cemetery. The funeral is appointed
to leave the residence of his son-in-law, Mr J
McNeece, Not 46 Attfield Street, Fremantle,
THIS (Friday) AFTERNOON, yhr 29th inst, at 3
o’clock, (No flowers by request). ARTHUR E
DAVIES and CO, Undertakers, Market Street,
Fremantle, Tel, 285
LOL
SHEMELD – Members of the Institution are
earnestly requested to attend the Funeral of the
late Bro. Benjamin Shemeld, of ? of
Beaconsfield, No 19. Members are requested to
meet at Mrs McNeece’s 46 Attfield Street, at 3
o’clock.

Cemetery.
The
Commandant
was
represented by an officer, who was in charge
of a party of the Royal Australian Artillery.
The coffin, covered by the Union Jack, was
borne to the grave by members of the same
regiment, while four others acted as pallbearers. The chief mourners were Mesdames
J. McNeece and Godfrey Dixon (daughter),
Mr. J. McNeece (son-in-law), Mr. Percy
McNeece and Masters Gordon and John
McNeece, and Frank Dixon (grandsons), and
Mr. Leslie Mudge. The Rev. R. Hanlin
officiated at the grave, and Bro. C. Downham
master, read the L.O.L. service, of which
lodge the deceased was a member. The
funeral arrangements were carried out by
Messrs. Arthur E. Davies and Co. (No
flowers, by request.)
“The West Australian” (Perth, WA) Monday 29 November 1909, p3.

Within the past week several deaths have
occurred among the inmates of the Mt. Eliza
Invalid Depot. William Finlay, admitted Maroh
3, 1880, died 11th inst., aged 80 years, of old
age and decay; … Michael Howard, admitted
December 22, 1089, died 10th inst., aged 78
years, of natural decay. Finlay and Howard
were pensioners.
“The West Australian” (Perth, WA) Saturday 21 June 1890 p3

“The West Australian” (Perth, WA) Friday 26 Nov 1909 p1.

An old colonist and soldier in the person of
Corporal Benjamin Shemeld, passed away at
Fremantle on Wednesday last in his 77th year.
He was born at Fermanagh, Ireland, and at the
age of 14 years enlisted in the 73rd Regiment,
now the Black Watch. He served in many parts
of the world, including the memorable Indian
Mutiny, 1857-8, and the earliest wars in South
Africa against the natives. He had a fine record,
for after 26 years' service in the Imperial army
he was in possession of the Indian Mutiny long
service, and good conduct medals. On arrival in
this State in 1874, in the ship Naval Brigade, he
joined the local forces and served until their
disbandment. He then accepted a position in
the Fremantle gaol, where he was engaged
until 1904, when he retired. He was well known
and highly respected at Fremantle, and will be
remembered by his connection with the brass
band in the early days. The funeral took place
on Friday afternoon, and was largely attended,
the remains being interred in the Fremantle
EPG October 2014

Mt Eliza Depot (Old Mens Home) 1890-1900
Source: http://trove.nla.gov.au/work/8675095
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KELLY.-The Friends of the late Mr. Bernard
Kelly, late of H.M. 34th Regiment of Foot, are
respectfully invited to follow his Remains to the
place of interment, the Roman Catholic portion
of the East Perth Cemetery. The Funeral is
appointed to leave his late residence, Brontestreet, East Perth, at 3.30 o'clock THIS
(Wednesday) AFTERNOON. BOWRA and
O'DEA, Undertakers, 195 Pier- street. Tel. 308.
The West Australian (Perth WA) Wednesday 19 September 1900 p4

MR. BERNARD KELLY.
The friends of Mr. Bernard Kelly, at one time
caterer in the old Legislative Council, will learn
with regret of his death, which occurred at his
residence, in East Perth, early on Tuesday
morning. Mr. Kelly was a very old colonist,
having come to the colony in the ship Belgravia,
in the year 1864. The deceased, who was 73
years of age, leaves a widow and three sons
and a daughter. '
Western Mail (Perth WA) Saturday 22 September 1900 p53

OBITUARIES
Mr. Robert Trett, one of Westralia's old
colonists, passed away at the residence of his
grand-daughter, Mrs. S. Taylor, East Fremantle,
on the 11th instant. Mr. Trett, who was a military
pensioner, arrived in W.A as far back as 1856,
and at the time of his death was within five
years of being a centenarian. The funeral took
place on Friday, - the chief mourners being Mrs.
R. G. Brown, Mrs. S. Taylor (granddaughters),
Mr. R. G. Brown, Mr. S. Taylor (grand-sons-inlaw). Mr. C. and Mr. W. Adams, Mr. and Mrs. G.
Hall, Master A. Brown, Master H. Taylor
(grandchildren), and Mrs. Summer ville. The
pall-bearers were Messrs. C. R. Farrington, J.
Bevan, M. Jackman and W. Jackman.
Sunday Times (Perth WA) Sunday 21 Feb 1909 p5

MR.R.TRETT.
Another
old colonist in Mr. Robert Trett, of East
Fremantle, passed away on, the 11th inst, at
the residence, of his grand-daughter, Mrs. S.
Taylor ; The deceased was a military,
pensioner, latc of the 96th Regiment (foot), and
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was discharged on July 12, 1853, after
serving 22 years and 9months, He arrived in
this State in the ship William Hammond, in
1856, 'and had been a citizen' of the State up
to the time of his death. Mr.'Trett had reached
the ripe, age of 95 years. His remains were
interred in the Congregational portion of the
Fremantle Cemetery on Friday afternoon last.
The chief mourners were:- Mrs. R. G. Brown.
Mrs. S. Taylor (grand-daughters), Mr. R. G.
Brown, Mr. S. Taylor (grand sons-in-law), Mr.
C. and W. Adams, Mrs. W. Adams, Mr. and
Mrs. G. Hall, Master A. Brown, Master H.
Taylor (grandchildren), and Mrs. Summerville.
The pallbearers, were Messrs. C. R.
Farrington, J. Bevan, M. Jackman, and W.
Jackman. The Rev. Jos. Parker officiated at
the grave, and the funeral arrangements were
in the hands of Mr. Donald J. Chipper
The Perth Gazette & West Australian Times
(WA) Friday 17 January 1868, p2.
The voyage of the Hougoumont is stated to
have been a very quiet one, the convicts, especially the Fenian prisoners, of whom there
are fifty-seven, having been especially well
behaved, and amenable to the regulations of
the ship. A newspaper conducted by two of
the political prisoners, was well got up, and
contributed greatly towards ameliorating the
monotony of the voyage. The following are;
…

John B. O'Reily, 10th Hussars;
Robert Cranston, 61st Foot ;
James McCoy, 61st Foot;
Patrick Keating, 5th Dragoon Guards;
Thomas Hasset, 24th Foot;
William Forley, 5th Dragoon Guards ;
- Darrah. 2nd Queen's ;
James Reily, 53rd Foot ;
Michael Harrington, 61st Foot ;
John Donoghue, 24th Foot ;
John Foley, Artillery;
John Shine, 60th Rifles ;

(Editors Note) These men were some of the
Fenians aboard the “Hougoumont” who were
ex Military Men.
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/cite/723185/3756842e
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