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Ships Project
Admiral’s Diary
ADMIRAL’S DIARY

As Admiral what has happened since my
last report.
Besides my “Jump Drive”
picking up a major virus at one of the
repositories I use and spending a
considerable amount of time ensuring I got
rid of it and ensuring I hadn’t infected
anyone else. Coincidently I can’t impress
on you all the importance of having current
virus protection on your electronic devises.
I spent several days believing I’d lost
everything I’ve gathered on the “Ships
Project”. This information is now definitely
“Backed up”.
As you may be aware I have been
attempting to compile an index of discharge
document numbers for all Enrolled
Pensioner Guards to add to our records held
in the Library.
Hopefully this will be
available in the Library when it reopens in
2013. While it won’t be complete by this
time we should be able to show discharge
document numbers for three quarters of the
Enrolled Pensioner Guard. As we find more
documents they will be added to this index
along with other information such as medal
roll document numbers.
Currently an index of Pension Returns 18761880 (WO22) is being compiled to enable us
to trace the movements of those Enrolled
Pensioner Guard who may have moved to
other areas. Currently scanning of the
documents for South Australia and Victoria
are taking place then indexing will be done.

AJCP Reel Number or the WO22 piece
numbers.
Recently the descendants of John Atkinson
who arrived on the “Scindian” held a family
reunion in Kings Park. I went along to meet
some of them and to let them know about
the “Ships Project”. The family members
who did the organisation are to be
commended for the arrangements. I must
recommend other families to think about
reunions as a way to keep in contact with
descendants of Enrolled Pensioner Guards
and enables them to exchange information.
Margaret Hickey
“Admiral of the Fleet”
Email: kintore2011@gmail.com

http://colonialtallshipsrayw1.blogspot.com.au/2012/04/second-halfof-convict-ship-register.html

The Hashemy

Other areas will be done later, however, you
will agree this is a long slow process. I’m
still trying to locate the documents for these
two areas for the period prior to 1876. Also
I’m trying to locate where in the AJCP the
Pension Returns for Western Australia
appear. If you’ve seen any of the above
documents you might let me know either the
[Type text]
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From Our Convenor,
Tom Joynes

Enrolled Pensioner Guard
Special Interest Group

OCTOBER MEETING
The Group Meeting held on 20TH
October in Unit 4, had an excellent
attendance and included new member
Gary Bush who was presented with
an EPG Certificate of Descendancy
and an EPG badge. Also a new
WAGS member, Pam Mikus was
present. Both Pam and Gary, visitors
Marilyn Jones, Judy Atkinson and
Susan Nicholls were welcomed by
Deputy Convenor Ian Barnes.
Ian also asked that the meeting be
dedicated to Ken Lance, a quiet and
unassuming member of the EPG SIG,
and Captain of the “Stag”.
Ian introduced Jo Darbyshire—Social
History and Memorabilia Curator at
City of Perth Jo spoke to us about the
four Social History Exhibitions she
has curated. She showed us brochures given out at these exhibitions
at a cost of around $10-$16,000 each.
Jo then asked us to consider doing an
exhibition on John Bruce and would
be interested in collaborating with our
group on items for this display. She
went into promotions and costings of
such a display. This will be discussed
by the committee later in the year.
Very fortunately for all those who
attended we were able to view John
Bruce’s Sword.

Photo courtesy of Gillian O’Mara

The next Group Meeting is set for
Saturday 16th February 2013, at
1.30pm-4pm in Unit 4. Please note
the afternoon start time.
This meeting may well be a good time
for members to raise questions on
any challenges they may have.
ELECTION OF COMMITTEE
FOR 2013/2014
April is the EPG AGM and election of
office bearers, it may seem a way off
when you read this in the February
edition of the Gazette, but we need to
begin to put together names for our
committee.
All positions become vacant at this
time and nominations are called for.
Two to three positions will become
vacant and need to be filled.
Please note that the AGM is followed
by the usual quarterly Group Meeting.
Happy New Year
E.P.G. February 2013
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Sergeant Major
Edward James
This soldier had a rather varied and
resplendent career that included
action in a memorable charge at
Balaklava on October 25, 1854: the
successful one that is, the Heavy
Brigade’s rout of a large Russian
cavalry force despite unfavourable
odds of three or four to one. James
was born in England in late 1831 or
early 1832; his parentage is as yet
unknown (1). He joined the 6th
Regiment of Dragoons – better known
as the Inniskilling Dragoons - in
December 1850, almost certainly in
Britain. The regiment went to the
Crimea and added to its glory in the
chaos of that one amazing combat
(2).
Trooper Edward James had a ‘good
war’ in that he came through without
any recorded hurts and received,
along with many of his comrades,
several decorations: the Crimea
Medal with clasps for Balaklava,
Inkerman and Sebastopol and the
Turkish Crimean Medal. He was
promoted to sergeant some time after
August of 1856. Edward received his
discharge from the Inniskillings on
April 8, 1857 (3).
He moved to India by the end of the
year, in time to serve in the last
stages of the Mutiny, but there is no
mention of him being involved in our
sources. He turns up as a private in
the Bengal Artillery and then
transferred to a newly formed East
India Company regiment, the 3rd
Bengal European cavalry, in July
1858. Promotion to Troop Sergeant
Major followed in December 1858 and

then he was caught up in the major
reform movements of the Indian
Army. The regiment was transferred
to the Crown as the 21st Regiment of
Hussars and Edward moved with it as
a sergeant on May 3, 1861.
He rose ever upwards – to Troop
Sergeant Major again (October 1863)
and then to the glory of Regimental
Sergeant Major (July 1868). Edward
got injured at a riding school in 1861,
suffering a rupture on the right side
and eye damage. A Medical Board
convened at Umballa on October 22,
1869 and decided he should be
pensioned off. He had already
received one fine reward – the Medal
for Long and Meritorious Service,
worth an annuity of 15 pounds to him
over and above the pension he
received. The Board hailed his fine
record of service and noted that
although Edward was no longer fit for
active military service he could also
‘contribute to his own support’ if he
felt capable of it (4).
Sergeant Major James received his
discharge on April 26, 1870 and
settled down to raise a family with his
wife, a widow named Emily Smith.
Besides taking on board a stepson,
Edward became the father of seven
other youngsters, three of whom were
born in Perth. According to Broomhall,
Edward moved to WA as a member of
the Enrolled Pensioner Force with pay
of two shillings and half-pence per
diem. The family arrived on the ‘Naval
Brigade’ in February 1874 (5).
It reasonable to surmise that the
current Chief of Police in the colony –
Superintendent
Matthew Skinner
Smith, whose family had strong Indian
E.P.G. February 2013
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service traditions – eventually heard
good things about the veteran and
made him an offer. Edward James
became a probationary constable in
early 1877 and was sworn in as a 3rd
Class Constable in May 1877.
Available data indicates he served in
and around Perth. In June 1883
Edward received a land grant at
Claisebrooke, at a time when he was
doing well in the police. He was
promoted to 1st Class Constable and
then to Lance Corporal in February
and May of the same year.

Whatever the circumstances of the
brief second appointment, Edward
James can take full credit for being
the first training officer appointed by
the WA Police in the critical
establishment of a formalised system
for the instruction of recruits. Sad to
relate, James did not live long to
enjoy these obvious signs of public
recognition and respect. He died on
January 5, 1887 and was replaced as
Drill
Instructor
by
Constable
Alexander Howie, a veteran of a
South African police establishment
(8).

Unfortunately, all was not well in the
physical sense and he resigned for
health reasons on October 17, 1883,
receiving a gratuity of over 58 pounds
from police funds for his years of
service. By then the Enrolled
Pensioned Force had been phased
out, but Edward found a place in the
Perth Volunteers as a Sergeant Major
and Drill Instructor (6).

Notes
(1)WA Police Record of service of
Edward James, combined with the
Bicentennial Dictionary of
Western Australians, Vol.2, D-J, p
1616,– the latter entry cited hence as
BD 2. It says that Edward was born
in India instead, which may reflect
later family tradition as opposed to
Edwards’s earlier claim about
England
(2)Fletcher, I. and Ishchenko, N. The
Crimean war: a Clash of Empires
(Spellmont 2004), pp171-175
(3)Edward James:WO 100-24-6th
Inniskilling Dragoons-folios 235, 244,
257 and 263
(4)Proceedings of a Regimental Board
for the Discharge of Sergeant Major
Edward James of the 21st Hussars:
James Edward_WO 97_1740_227,
Folios 1-5
(5)Broomhall, F.H. The Veterans
(Hesperian Press, WA, 1989) B147;
BD 2
(6)WA Police Record of Service of
Edward James; BD 2
(7)Police General Duties Book,
16/12/1886; Broomhall, B147; WA
Marriage Certificate 6370 of 1886
(8)BD 2 and WA Police Record of
Service of A.G.Howie

The WA Police still ‘hankered’ after
his skills and experience. In 1886 the
Acting Police Superintendent (George
Phillips) was planning to provide a
system of formal instruction for
recruits. On December 16, 1886 he
decided to create the post of
Temporary
Sergeant
and
Drill
Instructor; Edward thus began his
second term in the police. As is
known from
Broomhall and the Registry of Births,
Deaths and Marriage, James was still
a Sergeant Major – in the volunteers –
at the time of the marriage of his
daughter Florence Adale James in
Perth on 23/12/1886. This confirms
the impression he was ‘on loan’ from
the colonial volunteers to the WA
Police Force (7).

Peter Conole, WA Police Historian
Diane Oldman, Rockingham Family
History Society
E.P.G. February 2013
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The Crimea Men
Who were really in The Charge
By Diane Oldman
Lord Raglan wishes the cavalry to
advance rapidly to the front – follow
the enemy and try to prevent the
enemy carrying away the guns.
Troop Horse Artillery may
accompany. French cavalry is on your
left. Immediate. (Sgd.) R. Airey.
This imprecise order given by Lord
Raglan, Commander in Chief of the
British Forces in the Crimea, passed
through
several
hands
until
misinterpreted
by
Lord
Lucan,
Commander of the Cavalry Division
(Light and Heavy Brigades). The Light
Brigade comprising the 4th Light
Dragoons, 8th Hussars, 11th Hussars,
13th Light Dragoons and 17th Lancers
were under the command of Lord
Cardigan (Lucan’s brother-in-law).
The delivery of Raglan’s order by
Captain Nolan and the execution of
the order by 673 men was to be one
of the biggest military blunders of the
19th century. The whole bloody
business was over within 45 minutes,
the result: around 250 men killed or
wounded, 58 taken prisoner; 332
horses died that day (25 Oct 1854). A
great deal of work has been
undertaken to identify the men who
rode in The Charge of the Light
Brigade1 . Nine of the survivors of The
Charge settled in Australia and three
of these lived in Western Australia.
These days it is almost as fashionable
to be a ‘near miss’ Charger as
actually
taking
part.
Richard
Hourigan served in the 3rd Light
Dragoons and transferred into the 4th

LD in March 1855, thus missing The
Charge. He was discharged from the
Army in 1862 and was in WA as an
EPG by March 1864. Walter Randall
enlisted in the 11th Hussars in
December 1854, missing the ride into
hell by a mere seven weeks. He
transferred into the 17th Lancers and
came to WA as an EPG after his
Army discharge in April 1872. He was
a Constable in the police force from
1877-1884. Charles Wilson served in
the 11th Hussars but unlike some of
his fellow-Corporals who were killed,
wounded or taken prisoner on that
fateful day, Charles did not ride in The
Charge. His was a colourful story
nonetheless. Later promoted to
Sergeant, Wilson entered a drinking
establishment in Kameisch with the
intention of arresting a John Forrest.
The Sgt. (Wilson) told him (Forrest)
that if he did not follow him he would
shoot him, at which the deceased
turned round and told him to "Shoot
away." Wilson there and then drew
his pistol from its holster and shot him
dead. [Court Martial 27 Dec 1855].
Wilson
was
found
guilty
of
manslaughter and transported to WA
on the Nile. He died in Perth on 3 May
1886.

Now
let’s get
onto the
real
thing –
those

immigrants to Western Australia who
really did ride in The Charge.
E.P.G. February 2013
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The only EPG who rode was Private
Henry Dyson Naylor #1460. He
enlisted in the 13th Light Dragoons at
the age of 16; three years later he
was in the Crimea facing the Russian
guns with nothing but a sabre for his
defence. Various accounts give his
injuries as a fracture of the lower jaw
(caused by a Russian sabre cut), a
gun-shot wound to the shoulder and a
wound in the loins inflicted by a
cannon-rammer. Surprisingly he does
not appear on the casualty list. He
was sent home to England in 1855
and worked for a time as coachman to
Maharajah Duleep Singh. He arrived
here with his family on the Norwood in
1862,
his
regiment
incorrectly
recorded on the DPS website as ‘13th
Dragoon Guards’ – an error that
would
mightily
upset
military
aficionados, since there were only
seven units of Dragoon Guards, the
senior
cavalry
regiments.
The
Dragoons at the time of the Crimea
were numbered 1st to 17th but with the
fifth missing (another story!). Naylor’s
time in WA was spent briefly at the
Camden Harbour settlement, as night
warder and armourer at Fremantle
Prison and even as a butcher
[Erickson]. Although he purchased
land in Koojee (Cockburn Sound), he
and the family lived in the Barracks at
Fremantle.
Naylor
was
very
forthcoming with stories of his part in
The Charge as his own accounts and
his obituaries show2. Earlier this year
Stephen Anstey, Perth Museum
(History) Curator toured the various
WA Museum facilities giving a talk
about Henry Dyson Naylor - the
reason: Naylor’s sabre was donated
by his descendants to the Museum.

Private John Richard Gray 4th Light
Dragoons #1485 arrived in WA on the
Belgravia in 18663 to take up an
appointment as Warder at Fremantle
Prison; he had previously been an
Assistant Warder in Chatham Prison.
Gray first enlisted in the 57th
Regiment of Foot at the age of 15 in
1845. He was appointed Drummer in
1849 and transferred to the 4th LD in
1851 to serve in the regimental band.
The Army had different plans:
according to one report4 he was field
trumpeter during The Charge and
received a ‘slight wound, action at
Balaclava’ [Asplin Casualty List]. He
died in June 1891.
Our third ‘real’ charger is James Neal
8th Hussars #1185. Neal was born in
London and enlisted at the age of 18.
He was awarded the Crimean War
medal with clasps for Alma,
Balaclava, Inkerman and Sevastopol
and went on to gain an Indian Mutiny
medal. His wife Eliza was a school
mistress in the Regimental School.
He was discharged from the Army in
1873 with the rank of Sergeant
Instructor of Musketry. Neal came to
Australia as a free settler and was
living in Perth by 1875 (ship
unknown). It is thought he later lived
in Scotland [E J Boys].
Finally we have a definite charger but
who was a ‘near miss’ to Western
Australia
Private
Arthur
th
Berckleman 17 Lancers #871. In
the Pension Office records for Tralee
District, Ireland, there is an entry
during the April-June quarter of 1857
of a letter listing those men on the
pension rolls who were eligible and
willing to go to Australia as guards on
convict
ships.
There
is
no
E.P.G. February 2013
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documentary
evidence
that
Berckleman
came
to
Western
Australia by this means but he
certainly lived and died in Windsor,
NSW [E J Boys].
1

Canon William Lummis and Keith Wynn
Honour the Light Brigade; Lawrence W
Crider In Search of the Light Brigade; Terry
Brighton Hell Riders; Andrew Sewell The
Cavalry Division in the Crimea; Roy Dutton
Forgotten Heroes: the Charge of the Light
Brigade; E J Boy’s Archive The Lives of the
Light Brigade particularly identifies the
‘Chargers’ who came to Australia.
2
Reprint of unknown Perth Newspaper, 25
January 1876 in The War Correspondent,
July 2001; Colonial Military Gazette
(Australia), January 1893; The West
Australian, 28 March 1894; Army and Navy
Gazette, 8 May 1894.
3
Warders and Gaolers: A Dictionary of
Western Australian Prison Officers 18291879, David J Barker.
4
Colonial Military Gazette August 1891.

Diary dates for 2013
Group Quarterly Meetings:
Saturday 16th February 1.30pm
Unit 4.
Saturday 20th April 10am AGM
followed by Group Meeting Unit 4.
Saturday 20th July 10am Unit 5&6 –
Library Meeting.
Saturday 19th October 10am Unit 4.

October 2012 Meeting attendees
included
Michael
Fitzgerald’s
descendant Wendy and for interest
his medals are shown here.

Are You Related to
another member of our
group?
Please email the Editor with the following
information:
Your Name:
Contact Details: (ie – email, phone or
address)
Pensioner Guard & Regiment that you are
interested in: (if known)
Ship of Arrived: (if known)

2013 Rest of Year Submission
dates for the Gazette are:
Saturday 9th March,
Saturday 8th June,
Saturday 14th September.

Photos courtesy of Ian Barnes

E.P.G. February 2013
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A little preview into other members
attending the October Meeting.

Ken researching at
1st Floor State Reference Library

VALE
Kenneth Stanley Lance
16 Nov 1947 – 24 September 2012
It is with sadness we advise the death of
Ken Lance. Ken was gathering information
for our Ships Project on the Stag and will be
sadly missed.

Photos courtesy of Gillian O’Mara

Applications for WA Day at
Fremantle Prison
Get them in now

Ken was born to Kenneth and Iris Lance nee
Ashbolt who lived in Victoria Park. He was a
very private person but a member of our
group remembers Ken as being in Year 8 in
1960 at Kent Street High School.
Ken is known for his work with migrants as a
tutor teaching them English Conversation
through the Como/Manning Uniting Church.
On behalf of the Enrolled Pensioner Guard
SIG of WAGS We extend our sincere
condolences to Ken’s relatives.

Fremantle Prison offer a Certificate of
Descendancy for people who have a
Pensioner Guard, Warder or Convict who
arrived in WA between 1850 and 1887.
They have a ceremony on WA Day –
Monday 3rd June 2013.
If you haven’t applied before then contact
Fremantle Prison on 9336 9224 and ask for
an Application Pack for this event.
The cut off date has not yet been set so
apply now if you are interested and haven’t
received it in past years.

Please note:
Any Certificates for Descendants of
Pensioner Guards that have been
authenticated between Gazette printings will
be handed out at the next meeting.

E.P.G. February 2013
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Index to Articles in the Newsletters
and the
EPG Gazette 2008 - 2010
Compiled by Beth Smith and Gillian Looking for information for the Queries from
members and the Ship’s Project information
was found among our own resources.
The bound volumes of our Gazette are held
in the WAGS Library and are available to
members of WAGS for your perusal. Please
note there is no error in the numbering.
Vol 8 No 1 – January 2008
Letter to Editor re Ron Sutton’s Article on
The Khyber Pass and the 1st Afghan War
Antique Arms & Armour by Dr Leo Laden
(Advt)
Soldiers and Quilting
EPG Bades $10 (Group Advt)
Photo 90th Regt of Foot c1850-1870
Story to tell – asking members to share their
Story
Convenors Report – Speaker Dr Leo Laden
EPG Reference – The Veterans
John Law Davis and His Family
Strike up the (Family) Band re
Sgt Thomas Bryan and descendants
Descendants Day (Advt)
The Barracks Field Fremantle
The Inquirer and Commercial News
5 Jun 1867 Education & Perth Pensioner
Barracks (School there)
Vol 9 No 2 - April 2008
Convenors Report with photo of Arms from
the February meeting.
An Unfortunate Life re the Sikh War
And William Smith 50th Rgt via Sultana
Subscription to Newsletter (Advt)
The Benevolence of Enrolled Pensioners
(photo of Golden Sheaf Hotel, Greenough)
AGM Notice
Vol 9 No 3 - July 2008
AGM – What we have achieved so far
The First Opium War
General meeting – Jill Maughan (Advt re
RWAHS)
The Perth Barracks (Photo)

Time to Think – weather in WA
Edward Douglass Harvest – Staff
Officer of Pensionsers 1872-1880
WAGS Map Cabinet Donation from
EPG Group with photo
Vol 9 No 4 - October 2008
Sergeant Robert Ramsay
Photo of HMS Driver
The War of the Two Brothers
What Happened to The Veterans of
The Crimean War (Advt)
Thomas and William McCreery
Outstanding Trackers
Whaling Jetty Barracks & Court House
Sketch of the Round Tower
Pensioner Barracks at the Whaling Jetty
Sketch of Fremantle Lighthouse
Historic Fremantle Walk (Advt)
Another Database for EPG Men with
Website named EPF men
Vol 10 No 1 - January 2009
The Most Successful Enrolled Pensioner
Guard 6th Rgt Dragoons (Photo)
Pensioner Guard Certificates (Advt)
‘The Era’ (London, England) 3 Aug 1856
Assize Intelligence – Western Circuit –
Bodmin – The Murder of Sergeant-Major
Robinson
October 2008 Meeting – re Crimean War
Geenough Land
A Very Special Thank Your re EPG
Michael Killgallon donation a chest
(Photo)
General Meeting February – change of
Time
Fremantle Walk – Thank You Les Green
(Photos)
The Governor’s Goal in the Ball Game
West Australian Times, 28 Mar 1876
City Police Court Incidents re McArdle
Vol 10 No 2 - April 2009
‘We Remember Them’ Anzac Day, Albany
(Photo of Mt Clarence Memorial)
Enrolled Pensioner Guard Cottage,
Bassendean (Photo) ceremony 22 Feb.
(Photo Perth Volunteer Rifleman in EPG
Uniform)
Subscription 2009/2010 to Newsletter
AGM 18 April
EPG Reference (Photo of The Veterans
Book)
E.P.G. February 2013
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East Perth Cemetery visit by WAGS
Ron Sutton at the grave of his EPG
Ancestor Samuel Sutton (Photo)
William Thomas Pollett: An Obscure
Dynastic Founder (per Raglan)
(Photo of son)
East Perth Cemetery Annual Pioneers
Memorial Service
Story to tell – please share with us
Thank You to Paul Bridges (Photo of Paul)
(Photo of Rifle and Belt while in Rgts)
Artist’s Impression of Old Pensioner
Barracks – Sought by Ron Tapper
Please note – English researcher says
Site may not reveal concrete info
Snake Bite – West Australian Times
18 Feb 1864 – Pensioner Lindsay
Vol 10 No 3 - July 2009
Royal Horse Guards – Samuel Sutton
(Sketch Trooper 5th (or Royal Irish)
Rgt of Dragoons (Lancers)
An Award for Ron Sutton
General Meeting 18 July
Photo Northam Safari – John & Jane
McMillen Cottage, Northam 2009
(Sketch of Northam Lots)
AGM – Jean McDonald steps down
(Photo)
A Bunbury Enrolled Pensioner Force
Man and his sons – Lance Sgt William
White 99th Rgt, Pvt James Connors EIC
Then Police Constable
Subscriptions Newsletter
Outing for 2009 – to Toodyay (Advt)
Vol 10 No 4 - October 2009
Dragoons or Lancers? (Sketch of Trooper
Royal Horse Guards 1806)
Vale & Photo Ron Sutton & his award
rome WAGS with Liana Fitzpatrick
George Bagg Royal Marine & 76th Company
(Scindian)
Corporal James Gorman 13th Rgt (family
Details)
Visit to Toodyay (Photo Donegon’s Cottage)
Karrakatta Cemetery Walk (Advt)
Vol 11 No 1 – February 2010
An Operation Delayed
John Stokes, 63rd Rgt
(Photo of Henry Stokes)
Descendants Day – 7 June 2010
Family Reunions – 2 so far this year

Tunney Descendants – Sgt John Tunney
Noonan Reunion including Harris, Norrish,
Grover, Cronin & Noonan families
General Meeting 20 Feb – change of time
Stories required for newsletter
HEIC Researching in India
Corporal Thomas Martin 99th Rgt EPG
October 2009 Meeting (Photo of Dr Simon
Stevens and Elizabeth Spry) Thanks and
description of talk
Quarter Sessions 8th Oct 1852 Perth
Gazette re James Rourke EPG Scindian
April Meeting – 10th Anniversary
Nomination Form for Management
Committee 2010/2011
Vol 11 No 2 – April 2010
Ten Year Anniversary Celebrations
Speaker Mrs Gillian O’Mara on Records &
Regiments
Red Feathers
Pvt Thomas Patrick Connelly 46th Rgt
Corporal James Gorman 13th Rgt
Congratulations to Stan Gratte
Subscriptions 2010/2011
Thanks to Tony Morgan and Elizabeth Spry
Editor Steps Down – Beth Smith
Return of Pensioners in 1868
EPG Soldiers Account Book – Going to
Pension
AGM 17th April & General Meeting
Ellis William’s Poem re 4th Rgt of Foot
(Photo of Medals incl. Crimean Medal
2010 Diary of General Meetings
Vol 11 No 3 – July 2010
Research and Sharing
Sketch of 21st Rgt and a document
Some Descendants of Sergeant John Flynn
Congratulations to Jeanette Lee WAGS
Service Award and to Jean McDonald
WAGS Merit Award
Subscriptions Due 2010/2011
EPG Ship Guard Project
Editorial Change in Newsletter
Going to Prison
Research Notes – Guide to finding your
Pensioner Guard
Gillian’s Suggested Steps to take when
Tracing your Pensioner Guard
Article of Interest from Newspapers
Deputy Convenor’s Report July 2010
Election of Officers
More Issues April Newsletter
E.P.G. February 2013
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Admiral’s Diary
Ships Project
Currently there are 15 members researching
the EPG men who arrived on 19 ships. So
if your mathematics is better than mine then
we still need members to assist in the
research. While I’m trying to keep the
research up to date on all men not presently
covered it is a very difficult job and would
like some assistance. If you have a little
time, but, not enough to conduct the
research on all the men on the ship I’ll
accept an offer from anyone who may like to
take 5 to10 EPG men and conduct the
research on these.
Those currently researching a ship meet for
Research Days and to assist each other on
the whereabouts of records that may assist
with the Project. Later in the year those
researching with the Ships Project will be
conducting a Karrakatta Cemetery Tour
looking for gravesite of those men who died
after about 1897 and their family.
Currently we have a member in London who
is again looking for the records of those in
the Royal Marine.
While we cannot
guarantee that the documents we are
requesting are those pertaining to men in
the EPG when completed I anticipate we will
have the greater percentage of records for
these men. Do you have a Royal Marine
without his documents? Contact me below
to see if we can assist.

Facts and figures from
Derrick Prall’s File.
Using the figures that Derrick has supplied:
Eight Enrolled Pensioners died on the
voyage out to WA, they were:
Adelaide – one died. Boyne Thomas, died of
a fractured skull. He fell from the mizzen
top to the poop while on duty.
Clara (1) one died. Do not have name of
Enrolled Pensioner.
Pyrenees Second Voyage - one died.
Hannan, Patrick of Fever Typhus.
Robert Small - three died. Owens, Patrick,
Asthma; Conroy, John Pte; Gibson, George
Pte.
Runnymede – one died. Do not have
name of Enrolled Pensioner.
William Hammond – one died. Do not have
name of Enrolled Pensioner.
Fifty-three babies were born and fifty-eight
babies and juveniles died on the voyages
from England to the Colony.
This did
include several stillborn babies. Several
families lost more than one child.
There were three wives that died, they were
as follows:
Clara (2) – Trueman, chest disease.
Clyde – Mary Webb – in childbirth.
Pheobe Dunbar – Mary Bennett died of
phthisis.
Including convicts sixteen died on the
Phoebe Dunbar and on the Robert Small,
thirteen died.

Does the group have your research that you
have conducted on your own “man”?
Please keep this research updated it will
eventually assist in the Project. I’m more
than happy to supply you with any
information I may find during my
researching.

The Robert Small had many ship and
health problems caused from the ballast.
The ship had to call at Rio de Janeiro for
refit.

Margaret Hickey
“Admiral of the Fleet”
Email: kintore2011@gmail.com

The ships called at many ports to collect the
convicts they mainly were:
Deptford, West India Dock, Gravesend,
Tilbury, Sheerness, Woolwich, Portsmouth,
Portland

[Type text]
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From Our Convenor,
Tom Joynes
Enrolled Pensioner Guard
Special Interest Group
The July quarterly meeting is our “library”
meeting and will be held in Units 5 and 6,
Saturday 20th, start time is 10 am---we must
be finished and clear of 5 and 6 by 12.30pm
to enable the Library to be open on time.
This is also a good time to familiarize
ourselves with any changes to the library,
and availability of research material etc.
Monday 3rd June 2013 Descendants Day
was held at Fremantle Prison, an event to
recognize those descendants of enrolled
pensioner guards etc.
There were a good number of EPG people
present, we were fortunate to catch up with
a number of recipients afterwards, and
encouraged them to be members of our
group and activities.

CRIMEA, UKRAINE - SEPTEMBER 26 : Member of military history
club wears Beitish historical uniform during historical reenactment
Crimean War near Alma river September 26, 2009 in Crimea,
Ukraine

Both photos from:
http://www.123rf.com/photo_8149821_crimea-ukraine-september-26--member-of-military-history-club-wears-beitishhistorical-uniform-durin.html

2013 Submission dates for the Gazette
are:
Saturday 14th September.
The next Group Meeting is set for Saturday
19th October 2013, at 10am in Unit 4.
We will have a guest speaker at this
meeting. Please note the time change.

WAGS--SIGS Membership
Just a reminder good members that
members of the WAGS special interest
groups are to be members of WAGS, or an
affiliated society, e.g. Rockingham FHS,
Busselton FHS etc.

CRIMEA, UKRAINE - SEPTEMBER 26: Members of military
history club wears Russian & British(L) historical uniform during
historical reenactment of Crimean War September 26, 2009 in
Crimea, Ukraine

Obviously this does not apply to interstate
and overseas members.
E.P.G July 2013
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Into the Blue after the
Crimea (Part One)
In three previous issues of the EPG Gazette
(see ‘The Class of 1851’ in the July 2012
issue; ‘The Class of 1852’, October 2012;
‘The Class of 1853’, April 2013) the
recruitment of pensioner guards – or other
men with military backgrounds – for law
enforcement work was analysed for that
brief period. The findings revealed that close
on 40% of all men recruited for service in
the WA constabulary were army veterans. It
is still an open question as to whether that
high rate continued after the WA Police
(then called the Police Force) was formally
established in 1853.
One particular group of soldiers who made
the transition deserves some extra attention.
They were the Crimean War veterans, who
started arriving in the colony from about
1857 onwards. At least 157 were members
of the Enrolled Pensioner Force. A few
turned up concurrently as convicts under the
guard of EPF men. Some made their way to
the colony as free settlers.
Surprisingly few chose to join the WA Police
of the time – a mere 13 in all, during a
period when a considerable number of
veterans donned police uniforms. However,
those who did often had interesting and
varied life experiences, worthy of extended
discussion in some cases. Here are the first
six:
Thomas Anderson (1829-1907), an
Irishman from County Tyrone and a former
Corporal in the 44th Regiment of Foot. He
was badly wounded in the Crimea, losing an
arm, an injury that led to him being
pensioned off in 1856. He arrived in WA on
the ‘Merchantman’ as a Pensioner Guard in
1864 and joined the police in 1866. Despite
his injury, Thomas gave good service and
rose to the rank of Lance Sergeant. He
operated
mainly
around
Geraldton,
spending a good slice of the 1870s as the
lock-up keeper at Greenough. He was then
transferred south to Fremantle, possibly to

take up duty as the lock-up keeper there.
Then for some reason he was dismissed in
May 1879. Thomas married Jane Smythe in
Ireland, fathered a large family and
prospered as a farmer at Walkaway after his
removal.
(WA Police Record of Service of Thomas
Anderson; F.H.Broomhall, The Veterans
(Hesperian Press, 1989), B7; J.Barker,
Warders and Gaolers (Western Australian
Genealogical Society Inc, 2000), p4.)
James Mandeville Archdeacon (18321890), also Irish - from Dublin and a notable
Sergeant in the Royal Artillery Regiment. He
received a glowing special commendation
from Field Marshal Lord Raglan for his
services at the battle of Inkerman in
November 1854, in which Archdeacon was
twice wounded. He went on to serve in the
China expedition of 1860, then left the army
a few years later to become a prison warder
in England. Archdeacon came out on the
‘Hougoumont’ in 1868 as one of the guards
of the Fenian military prisoners. His career
in WA was a colourful one, involving work as
a warder and two terms as a police officer.
Archdeacon won promotion to Lance
Sergeant and received permission to spend
part of his time as the drill master of two
companies of the colonial defence
establishment. After some years in private
employment, he rejoined the police in his
late 50s for a second term in office - only to
die of typhoid contracted during a brief
posting in the Kimberley.
See P.Conole and D.Oldman, ‘The
Enigmatic James Archdeacon’, The War
Correspondent, Vol.31, No.1 (April, 2013),
pp15-17.
Thomas Butler (1828-1886), another
Irishman, who enlisted in the 48th Regiment
of Foot at Lowcurran in Queen’s County in
1847 and later transferred to the 3rd
Regiment of Foot. Private Butler served in
the Crimea and was wounded three times at
Sebastopol in June 1855. He received a
medical discharge and a pension in October
1855. Butler arrived in WA as a pensioner
guard in December 1866. He worked briefly
as a Constable in the WA Police from April
1868 until his resignation in December
1871. He acquired land south of the Swan
E.P.G July 2013
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River and served as a member of the
Enrolled Guard - probably from its formation
in 1880 - until his death.
WA Police Record of Service of Thomas
Butler; Broomhall, B36-37
Joseph Dyer (1828/1829-1884), a former
member of London Metropolitan Police. He
served in the Crimea with the Royal
Mounted Staff Corps which, amongst other
things, looked after disciplinary and policing
matters in the army camps. Active service
could hardly be avoided: he obtained
promotion to Corporal and took part in the
fighting at Balaklava and the siege of
Sebastopol. He was one of a group of
London police who were brought over to WA
in 1857 to raise local standards. He did very
well in the course of service in Perth and
Fremantle and out in the districts at York,
Busselton and Geraldton. Joseph rose
through the ranks, reaching commissioned
status as a Sub-Inspector in 1870. At the
time of his resignation in 1876 he was
officer-in-charge of the large police district
based on Bunbury. He and his wife left WA
because of pending staff cuts in the WA
Police. They returned to England and spent
their remaining years as proprietors of the
well-situated Station Inn at Reigate in
Surrey.
The WA Police Record of Service of Joseph
Dyer includes known details of all his prior
activities before his arrival in WA. There is
little archival material on his Crimean
service because Staff Corps records were
not very expansive.
James Graham (1829-1894), a tough
soldier of the 7th Regiment of Foot who was
promoted to Sergeant in the Crimea. He
fought at Alma, Inkerman and Sebastopol
and was badly wounded in the face during
the assault on the Redan in September
1855. James arrived in WA as a pensioner
guard on the ‘Norwood’ in 1862. He served
briefly in the WA Police at Guildford in 1865
and then obtained a position as an Assistant
Warder in the Convict Establishment. He
worked on in the WA prison system for
many years until family troubles and failing
health forced him to retire in September
1889.

See P.Conole, ‘The Last Frontier: from the
Crimea to the Last Frontier’, The War
Correspondent, Vol.29, No.2 (July, 2011),
pp43-44.
John Grattan (1830-1884). The name is
spelled Gratten or Gratton in some WA
records. Yet another Irishman, he enlisted in
the 49th Regiment of Foot in Tipperary in
1848 and went on to serve in the Crimea.
He received a slight wound at Inkerman in
November 1854 and a serious one at
Sebastopol in July 1855. The latter was so
bad that Grattan was hospitalised at
Brompton in England and given a pension
later in the same year. He arrived in WA as
a pensioner guard in June 1862 and
eventually became a landholder at
Greenough. Grattan was a member of the
WA Police for a brief spell from July 1871 to
October 1872. He served as a Lance
Corporal in the Enrolled Guard from August
to December 1880.
Army record of John Grattan WO
97/1542/15/001 to 005; Crimea Casualty
List; WA Police Record of Service of John
‘Gratten’; Broomhall, B117-118
Diane Oldman, Crimean War Research
Society (and member of our group)

Article taken from ‘Trove’
Friday 11 November 1864 pp2-3
Correspondence
THE PENSIONER FORCE AND THE INQUIRER.

To the Editor of the Perth Gazette & W. A.
Times.
SIR,-Though much has been said and
written of late, relative to the condition and
future prospects of the Enrolled Pensioners
in this Colony, yet after all nothing really
practical or beneficial has resulted
therefrom. Men with more than the usual
amount of disinterestedness than is to be
E.P.G July 2013
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met with in the world, have from time to time
pointed out, through the medium of the
public journals, the pitiable condition of
these men as a body, yet a semi-official
rejoinder, or a specious explanation by
some interested "red-tape official," or the
publication of some elaborate statistical
tables have, unfortunately, in almost every
instance, been sufficient to silence the
writer, to stifle inquiry, and what is more to
be regretted, to satisfy the public.
On my part, however, I can say without the
slightest egotism, that I have not, as the
saying is, " rushed into print hurriedly " and
without having first ascertained that the
statements I put forth were not only
substantially correct, but were in fact
incontrovertible. Such, being the case, I do
hope, that the result of bringing this question
again to the notice of the public, will be,
what I solely desired from the commencement, to wit : the social improvement of a
class of men who have every claim on our
sympathy and regard.
With these few remarks by way of introduction, I will now proceed to further
consider the present condition and future
prospects of the Enrolled Pensioners in
Western Australia, with a view to the public
fully comprehending a question, which is, to
us, there can be no doubt, one of the first
importance.
And in doing so, I think I need not dwell
again on the extraordinary assertion that
Pensioners have on their arrival in this
colony a prospect of seven years'
employment. That assertion I have proven
to be a fallacy - to be a pure invention either
of the Editor of the Inquirer or of his official
correspondent.
It also appears to me unnecessary to
comment on the fact, that the Pensioners
who are on the Day Force are in a position
to live both well and comfortably. No one will
be found hard-headed enough to question
that; indeed, almost everyone is unanimous
on that point.
I now come to consider the state of those
Pensioners who are on the Night Force -

men to whom is entrusted the protection of
our lives and property - men, who before
today have shed their blood in defence of
their Queen and country, and now after all
their noble deeds, when they should be in a
position as it were to "Sit by their fire and
talk the night away; Weep o'er their wounds,
or, tales of sorrow done, Shoulder their
crutch and show how fields were won."
What in truth is their position? I blush Sir to
record it! I feel shocked to think that the
Pensioners who have arrived in the colony
from Feb., 1863 :
Merchantman, (convict ship) Feb., 1863...50
Clyde, May," ...50
Lord Dalhousie, Dec.," ...30 ?130
See Col. Brace's Return dated 15th March,
1864.
Since the arrival of the last named vessel
have arrived: - .
Clara, April, 1864 ...30,
Merchantman, Sept., " ...30
Total, 190
The Day Force consists of 167 men, hence
in less than two years the Force will be
renewed by new arrivals - so much then for
the prospect of seven years' constant
employment - condition of our veterans is so
lamentable as it, undoubtedly is; and though
it may pain some, yet a love of truth and
justice impel me to state facts, which will
prove but too plainly, that their condition is
only one of beggary -- that they are nothing
less than military pampers !
And now for my proofs : and though they are
wholly unnecessary for those who are
resident in Perth or Fremantle, yet they may
be useful to those in the mother country who
have the good and welfare of the old soldier
really at heart : A is a man with a wife and four children,
living - will you believe it ? - in a Hut !
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B is a man with a wife and five children, who
live, sleep, &c., in a room 12 feet square.
C is a man with a wife and three children living in a room about 10 feet square.
D is a man with a wife and three children,
who live in a hut or house; - the order of the
architecture however is quite aboriginal.
E is a man with a wife and six children who
live together in one small room.
F is a man with a wife and three children,
who have two rooms.
But more than sufficient - I will not
enumerate, as I could, the condition of many
other Pensioners with whom I am well
acquainted, and though my story of woe
reminds one of the far-famed House that
"Jack Built," yet who can gainsay my
assertions? Who can question the
demoralizing effect of huddling so many
human beings, even of one family, in such
miserable houses as I have described?
Echo answers - who?
And here I would wish to add one other
remark, and that is - that these men have
not about them even the common comforts
and conveniences of a civilized life; but why
be surprised at that? How could they
procure them on 14s. per week ?
And if such is the condition of those who are
the recipients of the before named pittance,
what must be the condition of those
Pensioners who have to depend on their
own energy to procure a living for
themselves and their families? As might be
expected (and I have made every inquiry),
as a general rule - the most deplorable that
can be possibly conceived; and the number
who are thus thrown on their own hook,
ready to catch at anything that can support
life or prolong a miserable existence, is no
less than 112 !

Now, Sir, the question of the Enrolled
Pensioners being, as a body, in a state of
misery, does not, I imagine, require any

further corroboration. It is a fact undeniable;
hence we can understand - what was so
difficult to the Inquirer - why it is that so
many have recently left our shores, and why
so many others purpose doing likewise. It is
a truism to say, that like causes produce like
results, and you need not be told, that the
old soldier is not so obtuse, as not to
perceive, that what has befallen so many of
his comrades, may one day, perhaps, befall
him, and so, while he is in a position, he
adopts the wise alternative of going
elsewhere, rather than run the risk of adding
to the ranks of the "miserables."
I can assure you, Sir, that Pensioners do not
leave this colony because they imagine it to
be the very worst spot of creation, nor to
satisfy a desire which it is supposed they
entertain of rambling here, there, and
everywhere. The truth is, they have seen
enough of the world, and have experienced
more than enough of its cares, and would
now rejoice to find in Western Australia, the
Elysium of which they had dreamed - a land
where they might end their days in peace.
And why I ask could it not be made so? Is it
not in the power of the gallant Colonel to do
much to render his men both comfortable
and happy? Why I ask does not the
Government do all they can in settling the
old soldiers on grants of land in the
neighbourhood of towns, or in the country
districts? There is certainly no scarcity of
good land; for we have it in abundance; and
the more one reflects upon the matter, the
more reason he has to complain of the
supineness and do-nothing policy of
Governor Hampton and of the gallant
Colonel. In fact they are so passive at the
present crisis of affairs, that one is led to
believe that they are either in a state of
somnambulism or are governing according
to the tenets of the ' know nothings.'
If the gallant Colonel and His Excellency
were not labouring under some strange
hallucination, surely they would at once
perceive, what is apparent to every one who
does not wear official spectacles, that
unless the old soldier is put in a position to
earn a living for himself and his family, he
must inevitably sink into a state of
E.P.G July 2013

7

pauperism. There is no use denying the fact
that the Pensioners can never hope to
compete in the labour market, with those
who have never endured hardship or
privation, and whose previous condition
have inured them in some degree to manual
labour. Such being the case, it is obvious
that it is the bounden and imperative duty of
those in power, to carry out the scheme I
have suggested, of placing the old soldier in
a position of maintaining himself, and those
dependant on him, by their own labour and
industry.
But while I do urge this particularly on the
gallant Colonel I do say in all sincerity - do
not place men on SAND - do not give them
pieces of ground utterly undeserving of
being tilled by man's hand, and then ask
them to reap off a Sahara what can only be
expected from fertile plains.
Surely the social improvement of the
Pensioner is infinitely more deserving of the
anxious care and solicitude of the gallant
Colonel and Governor Hampton, than the
best mode of saving John Bull's pocket,
when by doing so they inflict an injustice on
the old soldier. An official may gain éclat by
being economical, but parsimony is not the
way to gain the esteem of the old soldier or
to render him contented. Four Hundred
Suits of Clothing is no doubt something to
be saved, but when the veteran keeps his
midnight vigil, or as the old song says, "
walks his lonely round," and hears the
breeze whistling through his "big coat " to
the tune of the "Jolly Beggars," what must
be his opinion of those who have been
placed over him as guardians as well as
commanders? Why nothing but this, that if
they had power o'er the elements they
would even deprive them of the luxury of
such music.
Let us hope for better things, and that the
good and social well being of the
Pensioners, will at once command the
earnest
attention
of
their
gallant
Commander.
Yours truly,

P.S. - Since writing the above I have read
the letter of a "Free Mechanic" in the
Inquirer, and can only say that I regret he
should have thought proper to so
gratuitously insult a whole body of men
while clumsily endeavouring to give the
Colonel a little of what Sam Slick calls "Soft
Sawdur” ‘however he is certainly about as
argumentative as the celebrated Yankee
lawyer who was engaged in the interesting
case of the Kettle v. Pot, who it is recorded
thus concluded his defence:- "There are
three points in this case, may it please your
honor; in the first place, we contend that the
pot was cracked when we borrowed it;
secondly, that it was whole when we
returned it ; and thirdly, that we never had it.
" A Free Mechanic's" logic being of a similar
kind to that of the "down-east" Lawyer! it
would be dangerous to contend with such a
formidable opponent.
To the Editor of the Perth Gazette & W. A.
Times. SIR, - Having seen a letter in the
Inquirer signed "A Free Mechanic," I gave it
my careful' perusal, and am reluctantly
compelled to state that a more pitiable
display of feeble imbecility I have never
seen in print.
He commences by stating that we get pay,
pension, and land free gratis, and still are 14
allotments of land on which Pensioner in
Perth, three only are of * * the others being
worthless sand, unable to get on, when the
fact is, we have earned our pensions in such
places as India, China, the Crimea, &c., and
we are still earning our pay by mounting
guard, with two nights in bed, which is
considered hard enough in dry weather, but
in the rainy season we often get wet going,
we with the relief, and after remaining in wet
clothes in a sentry-box for two hours, we get
wet again returning; and then our bed is a
hard wooden bench until called upon again
for duty. This duty consists of protecting the
Government-house from unseemly intrusion,
and the Commissariat Stores and Colonial
Treasury from being robbed, &c, and also
the escape of prisoners from the prison, and
these duties we do well, which each sentinel
must proclaim every half hour, by calling
"All's Well." And with respect to the free
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grants of land, can any person tell me of one
man who ever got such a thing in Perth?
Again he says, "very few men of any
account enlist as soldiers, except as
sappers." Now, Sir, every person, except the
poor raving creature himself, must know that
there are hundreds of reasons which induce
young men to enlist - such as a parental
castigation or reprimand, an inconstant
lover, an interdicted marriage, a smoothtongued recruiting sergeant, or the flaunting
emblems and enlivening strains of a good
band, &c, &c. Each of these reasons sends
its quota to the ranks, whilst very very few
join the army in order to better their
condition; nearly all join the first recruiting
sergeant they meet, without reference to
any regiment in particular. And as for our
utility as Colonists, can any man find better
farm labourers than what we possess in our
limited force? Let men be required for
reaping, thrashing, mowing, &c, and you
would soon see how many you could be
supplied with, whilst carpenters, tailors,
shoemakers, weavers, cutlers, &c, are also
to be found amongst us. With respect to our
activity, if our Commanding Officer will allow
it, we will select ten, twenty, thirty, or fifty
men, who will match themselves against an
equal number of any one calling in the
Colony, to take a friendly turn with them at
any manly exercise, such as running,
walking, swimming, wrestling, &c, or should
our opponents require more testing
exercise, a friend of mine will lend the
gloves.
Again, we are accused of getting drunk in a
greater proportion than civilians. This arises
from different reasons: a military man is
always under the surveillance of noncommissioned officers, he can neither leave
his house nor in many cases sleep on his
bed, but he is seen by one whose duty it is
to confine any person whose walk, talk, or
actions denote an extra glass; whilst the
civilian is never interfered with, unless he is
unable to take care of himself, or that he is
annoying the public, and in no case must he
be interfered with in his own house. A
military man is often called out of his house
to undergo an examination, should any
person report him drunk, or he may be

called upon for duty when the civilian need
respond to no call, and could call upon the
police if his house was annoyed, and if both
were confined the Pensioner would be fined
ten pounds and the civilian would be fined
ten shillings. He also asserts that he don't
want us here, and calls for a subscription to
send us back to Ireland. Of course a
tradesman, of whatever kind, would wish to
keep the market to himself, in order that he
might charge what he likes for his work, but
his employers are of a different opinion, and
wish to cheapen the labour market, and if he
cannot support himself how can he
subscribe for sending us home, not to
Ireland alone but to England, Scotland, and
Ireland. But I am informed that a good
tradesman can get work, and is often
annoyed at people calling themselves
tradesmen who were never anything at all of
the kind ; if you ask a mason's labourer what
was his trade at home, he will certainly
answer that he is a mason; if he happens to
be a coal trimmer in a steamer, he will try to
pass himself as an engineer: or should he
be a travelling tinker or merry andrew, he
will call himself an engine driver; and,
judging from the imbecile contradictory tenor
of his letter, I should say that your "Free
Mechanic" belongs to the latter class, that
he is a well-known character, and that Perth
has been favoured with a visit from no less a
personage than " Old Bob Ridley," as there
is no other person in existence who would
ever write a letter so full of contradictions
and nonsense.
A more serious writer from Champion Bay
seems to charge us with inefficiency, in not
preventing outrages there. I sincerely
deplore the murder of an industrious settler,
and all I can say is this: that if a number of
mounted men were to patrol the disturbed
district, the natives would not be so bold,
and if twenty or thirty such men are required
they could be supplied from our force, ready
to take the saddle in twelve hours. Such a
roving enterprizing life would be just the
thing, and quite congenial to the habits of
huzzars, lancers, artillery men, and
dragoons, whose hearts would bound with
glee at being once again in the saddle, and
with the familiar swords in our hands instead
of a musket. But no man dare do but what
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he is ordered, and if we are ordered to go
we will be ready.
A great many persons say we are useless
here, and that soldiers would be better, but if
your Colony has to pay their passage out,
supplying them with clothes and rations
whilst here, and sending them home again
and making up the Regiment to its original
strength, the Colony would soon find its
mistake, and in the event of a soldier dying
the widow could not be compelled to go to
Europe unless she thought fit to do so; their
boots, clothes, bedding, &c, would be
supplied from home, and thus throw many
out of employment, and whilst the soldier
can spend but 3d. or 4d. per day, it is quite
customary for a pensioner to spend £3 a
month on necessaries.
Your Colony has a standing army of about
200 men, and we are blamed for everything.
It is said that one policeman is worth six of
us; such a nonsensical assertion is childish,
our duties are quite different, as much so as
the branches of a tree are to its stem. I ask
any man of common sense can His
Excellency's mansion be left unguarded, or
the Colonial Treasury, or Bank, left without
constant protection? Or would a constable
be fool hardy enough to enter a crowd and
arrest a prisoner in it, if he knew he had no
person to support him? He certainly would
not; but he knows that by calling at the main
guard he could get ten armed men in twenty
seconds - that there is a bell in the guardroom, the ringing of which would bring sixty
or seventy men to his back in a few minutes,
and that our small duty force would soon be
supported by the Volunteer Rifles, and thus
be an over match for anything in reason. But
break your 200 veterans, and you will make
men of property insecure, constables
timorous, and burglars brave, for what could
your small police force do against even forty
determined characters ?
In conclusion, I would suggest the idea of
giving every pensioner four acres of land,
and no more; give him time for the payment
of the Town Trust dues; his labour on the
land would be the security, and let him have
the option of selling it if he has a mind,
provided that the Town Trust is paid, and

you will by this means do what will benefit
the Colony, viz., reclaim the bush, and
increase your produce.
Trusting you will give this publicity as the
opinions of one of the Enrolled Duty Force,
I am, Sir,
A Sentinel”
(Ed: With thanks to Robert Richardson for
this article. -It just adds flavour to what can
now be found on Trove)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_coat_%28B
ritish_army%29

Are You Related to
another member of our
group?
Please email the Editor with the following
information:
Your Name:
Contact Details: (ie – email, phone or
address)
Pensioner Guard & or Regiment that you
are interested in: (if known)
Ship of
Arrival: (if known)

Please note:
Any Certificates for Descendants of
Pensioner Guards that have been
authenticated between Gazette printings will
be handed out at the next meeting.
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