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“We are the chosen. My
feelings are that in each
family there is one who
seems called to find the
ancestors. To put flesh on the
bones and make them live
again, to tell the family story
and to feel somehow they
know and approve. To me
doing genealogy is not a cold
gathering of facts but instead
breathing life into all who
have gone before. We are the
story tellers of the tribe. All
tribes have one. We have
been called, as it were by our
genes. Those who have gone
before us cry out to us ”tell
our story” so we do.
In finding them, we somehow
find ourselves. How many
graves have I stood before
now and cried? I have lost
count. How many times have
I told my ancestor – “You
have a wonderful family you
would be proud of us”? With
love and caring we scribe
each fact of their existence,
because we are they and
they are we. So as a scribe
called, I tell the story of my
family. It is up to that one
called in the next generation
to answer the call and take
their place in the long line of
family storytellers.”
Author unknown – extract
from
“Murrumbidgee
Ancestor” April 2004)

That little item may be a
trifle deep for this time of
the year, but perhaps it also
has a message – a new year
has dawned, and we as a
Group continue to grow with
the declared intention of
helping to unravel the story of
our intrepid Enrolled

Pensioner Guards who gave
up their own comfort to travel
to the unknown in order to
offer a better life for their next
generation.
Our recent activities have in
some small way brought to
the forefront visible evidence
of the very tangible existence
of
our
own
ancestors,
including descriptive plaques
at Kings Park on the site of
the Old Rifle Range; Mosaic
and plaque at Lake Coogee
commemorating the site of
the Enrolled Pensioner Force
Village in the area; Limestone
Wall and Plaques by the site
of the old Skinner Street
Cemetery in Fremantle where
many of our Pensioner
Guards or their children and
wives were buried; a static
display at the Army Museum
of Western Australia at
Fremantle depicting facets of
the
Pensioner
Guards
heritage in that area. We
have also enjoyed visits by
guest
speakers
who
presented
spoken
and
physical evidence of their
research into the lives and
times of Pensioner Guards.
And so we look to the
future – what is in store for
2006?
More examples of
great interest to our Group;
projects to illustrate past
activities of our ancestors;
speakers who can assist in
bringing to the fore subjects
for discussion?
We look
challenge.

forward

Jean McDonald
Convenor
.

to

the

ENROLLED PENSIONER GUARDS
WILLAGEE COCKBURN MELVILLE
Melville, a suburb west of Perth, was originally part of the Fremantle Road District, which
extended from Fremantle to Armadale. In 1901 the East Fremantle District Road Board
was formed as an independent body – this later became MELVILLE ROAD BOARD.
It is not generally known that Enrolled Pensioner Guards were granted land in the area. At
the time of those Grants the area was known as Willagee Swamp, Cockburn Sound.
The following Pensioner Guards can be identified as having taken up land in that vicinity.
Pensioner Lots were allocated after arrival in the Colony, but not officially recorded as
Grants until the Pensioners had given seven years service to the Force.
The Map taken from the front end paper of Malcolm Uren’s book “Melville from Bushland
to Expanding Metropolis” shows those lots granted to Military Pensioners.
Lot 169 (Willagee Swamp) Lot 173
THOMAS BUTLER
THOMAS BUTLER Pte. 3rd Reg.
Arrived “Corona”. Died 1886
(Grant 1881) Title transferred 1882
Lot 174
Grant 1885
LAWRENCE BYRNE Pte. 12th Reg.
Arrived 1861 “Clara”
born c1828 died 1897
Title transferred 1889
Lot 175 Grant 1884
FREDERICK BESWICK Sgt. 39th Reg.
Arrived 1871? “Strathmore”
Title transferred 1886 Robert Beswick
Lot 227 Grant 1884
JOSEPH JARVIS Pte. 5th Reg.
Arrived 1874 “Naval Brigade
Lot 219
Grant 1878
HENRY CHAMBERS Pte. 68th Reg.
Arrived 1866 “Corona”. Died 1880.
died 1880.
Title transferred to Sarah Chambers 1881
Lot 228
Grant 1885
JOHN VANCE Pte. Coastal Brig. Royal
Artillery
Arrived 1865 “Racehorse”
born 1821 died 1891 York.
Lot 229
Grant 1884
BENJAMIN SHEMELS Cpl. 73 Reg.
born c1824 died 1901
Title transferred 1887

Lot 230
Grant 1885
EDWARD VAGG Pte. 15th Dragoon
Guards
Arrived 1867 “Norwood”
born c1818 died 1896
Title transferred 1885
Lot 231
Grant 1884
MICHAEL AHERN Cpl. 8th Reg.
born c1821 died 1896
Arrived 1862 “York”
Title transferred 1884
Lot 232
Grant 1885
JOHN HURLEY Pte. 87th Reg.
Arrived 1863 “Dalhousie”
Title transferred 1913
Lot 233
Grant 1885
WILLIAM GILBERTSON 62nd Reg.
Arrived 1866 “Belgravia”
Title transferred 1887
Lot 234 Grant 1885
MICHAEL REDMOND Pte. Royal Artillery
Arrived 1868 “Hougomont”
born C 1819, died 1898
Title transferred 1884 (by permit Master
Mt. Eliza Depot)
Lot 235
Grant 1889
THOMAS BREE Pte. E.I.C.
Arrived 1862 “York”
Grant to widow?
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EDWARD VAGG
ENROLLED PENSIONER GUARD
LOT 230 WILLAGEE

and they would have been relieved to
arrive on 18 July 1867.

From information in various sources, it
would be possible to follow the story of an
original land grant through entries on the
Title, or family records. Some allocated
lots stayed in the original grantee for
many years being eventually subdivided
by Council or land developers as the
population expanded.

As a member of the Enrolled Pensioner
Force, Edward Vagg would have been
available to be called upon at any time to
again serve his country while making
some sort of living at his trade as a
Sawyer. A further four children were born
to Edward and his wife Jessie. Had the
family been able to build a house and live
on the land allocated to them?

From research undertaken by Enrolled
Pensioner Guard Group members, it is
also possible to give ‘life’ to the original
grantees.

Edward Vagg, ex British soldier, Enrolled
Pensioner Guard, lived to the good age of
78 years, dying at Beaconsfield in 1896
His wife Jessie died in 1903.

Lot 230 Willagee Swamp was granted in
1885 to Edward Vagg. We now know
Edward Vagg had a life. He was born in
1818 at Paddington, London and was 18
years 1 month old when he enlisted in the
British Army at London on 24 June 1839.
He was 5 feet 7 inches tall, with a fresh
complexion, grey eyes and light brown
hair. He joined the 15th Kings Regiment
of Hussars, Regimental number 1079.
And so began 24 years and 98 days in
the service of his country including 14
years 4 months service in East India
including Bangalore and Madras. During
that time, Private Vagg was awarded five
Good Conduct Badges, which entitled
him up to five pence a day extra pay for
that good conduct record.

There are still descendants of the
Vagg family living in the area, a good
‘march’ distance from that original
block of land granted as a reward for
service.

At his own request, Private Vagg
resigned from the 15th Hussars on 12th
September 1863 at Canagh Camp,
Dublin. His name had not appeared in
any Defaulters Book nor had he ever
been tried in a Court Martial. His final
discharge was recorded on 28th
September 1863.
An ex British soldier with a good record
was more than suitable to be enrolled as
a guard for the convicts being transported
to Western Australia. With his wife Jessie
and four children, Edward Vagg joined
the “Norwood” at Ft Tilbury on the 26
March 1867, for the long voyage to
Fremantle.
Unfortunately, during the
voyage, the family lost a stillborn child

Jean McDonald

References:
J.A.D. Treloar. Search of Ownerships of
Original Locations in City of Melville…..
1972, Copy courtesy City of Melville
Library.
Malcolm Uren. The City of Melville from
Bushland to Expanding Metropolis.
Melville City Council. 1975
F.H. Broomhall. The Veterans a History of
the Enrolled Pensioner Force 1850-1880.
Hesperian Press. 1989
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CONGRATULATIONS
ENROLLED PENSIONER GUARD
The Enrolled Pensioner Guard Group
extends congratulations to Emeritus
Professor Geoffrey Bolton who has been
named “Western Australian, Australian of
the Year 2006”.

Professor Bolton is one of Australia’s
most eminent Historians. His lifetime
interest in Western Australian history has
included his study of the Enrolled
Pensioner Force. His book (with coauthor Jenny Gregory, also a historian of
some note), “Claremont a History”
published in 1999 includes a very
descriptive Chapter on the Pensioner
Settlement
at
Freshwater
Bay,
Claremont. A map of the Pensioners’
Lots, an 1890’s photo of a Pensioner
Guard Cottage in Victoria Avenue, and a
photo taken in the 1950’s of an old
Pensioner Guard’s cottage at Butler’s
Swamp, Claremont add to the history of
the Pensioner Guards in Western
Australia.
Professor Bolton has also given some
very interesting talks at our Group
Meetings on the role of our Pensioner
Guard ancestors and their impact on the
social and economic development of
Western Australia in the early years of the
Colony.
Well done Professor Bolton
Jean McDonald
Convenor

DATA BASE
The Group has developed Phase 1 of a
computer database designed to meet our
record keeping needs for the future. The
first task was to transfer your personal
particulars and those of your “man” from
the manual records to the computer database. With this newsletter, the enclosed
renewal notice reflects the benefits of the
update.
With 451 personal records held manually,
some transcription errors are expected.
Your understanding in this regard is
appreciated. The success of our database is going to rely on the input from
every person who is recorded as having a
research interest in an Enrolled
Pensioner Guard or Warder who were
guards on the convict ships. The Group
values your support and we look forward
to receiving 451 replies.
Ron Sutton
Treasurer

Wear a copy of the badge your
ancestor wore.

EPG BADGES

$10.00 from an EPG General
Meeting or $12.00 inc. postage &
handling.
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William FINLAY (1840-1886)
Introduction:
William Finlay was born in Dublin,
Ireland in 1840, the son of William Finlay
(1807-1890) and Marjory Allcock,
William Finlay Snr was a former
Sergeant in the 97th Regiment (Earl of
Ulster’s) with service in the East Indies
and the Mediterranean and having been
pensioned from the Army subsequently
became an Enrolled Pensioner Guard.
At the age of ten young William with two
other siblings accompanied his parents
on the Scindian, the first ship to convey
convicts to the Swan River colony. The
Scindian arrived at Fremantle on 1S`
June 1850 after setting sail from
Portsmouth on 4`" March 1850. The start
of a new life in the colony did not start
out with inspiration as the ships company
and passengers were required to stay
on board at anchor until an old
warehouse
was
converted
in
Fremantle for accommodation. It was a
twist of fate that the first landmark
young William probably came into
contact with was Arthur's Head at
Fremantle which was to be the location
eight years later for his enlistment in
the Western Australian Police Force.
William Finlay Snr was subsequently
allocated a grant of land of one half acre
(Lot 20) at Freshwater Bay and nine and
one half acres (Lot 18 later retitled
Location 238) at Butler's Swamp
(Claremont). Young William probably
received elementary education from Mrs.
Herbert, wife of Pensioner Guard Henry
Herbert at Freshwater Bay and spent his
childhood assisting on the family land
tenements.
In 1858, William Finlay joined the
Western Australian Police Force at
Arthur's Head, Fremantle with his
records showing he was 6'1 " in height,
single and his former calling was
labourer. He was recommended by
Lieutenant
Colonel
John
Bruce,
Commandant of the Colonial Defence
Force.
William married Sarah Coppin in
Busselton on 6th February 1861. Sarah's

parents James and Charlotte had earlier
arrived in the Colony on the Diadem in
1842 to the failed Marshall Waller
Clifton's Western Australian Company's
Australind experiment. They were
farming in Busselton during the 1850's
and 1860's. Policing became a family
affair as Sarah's brothers Henry, Walter
and Christopher also served in the
Western
Australian
Police
Force.
Christopher was the Lance Corporal on
the beach at Rockingham when the
Fenians escaped. William and Sarah
subsequently had eight children.

William's Promotions:
Constable
26`" November 1858
Corporal
1st January 1861
Sergeant
30t' March 1861
Sub-Inspector
1 S` July 1865
Resigned
27'h August 1878
It is worth noting that William Finlay was
in his 25th year when he received his
Commission as Sub-Inspector. He was
one of the youngest commissioned
officers in Western Australian policing
history - and a very able one. Finlay had
exceptional leadership qualities and
was respected by all who served under
him. At the time of his commissioning
with seven years good conduct pay; his
salary and allowances were 155 pounds
per annum.
It is to be noted that his resignation
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was actually a retrenchment - the
position of Sub-Inspector had been
abolished by order of the Colonial
Government. Through no fault of their
own, five capable and experienced Sub
Inspectors
had
to
find
other
employment during the course of 1878.
Transfers:
Perth/Fremantle area: 26 November 1858
Bunbury:
by November 1860
Vasse (Busselton) as Officer in Charge
1 January 1861
Champion Bay (Geraldton) as Officer in
Charge: 16 April 1861
(Note-Finlay made his name by sorting
out
disciplinary
problems
and
suppressing sly grog selling among
settlers).
Albany as Officer in Charge: 15 April
1862
(Notes: Finlay controlled the Whalers
and Sealers that operated in the area.
Finlay as a Police Sergeant and
Chairman of the Albany Co-operative
was subject to petitions from Albany
merchants alleging interference to
trade. The allegations were dismissed
by Sir Alexander Cockburn Campbell as
an attempt to damage the Co-operative,
and explained that the signatories of the
petition were the storekeepers, their
relations and dependents, and the town
drunks and others who disliked the
police.1 Finlay distinguished himself by
leading a party to capture the
bushranger
William
Graham
at
Fitzgerald River in May 1864)
Northam Division as Officer in Charge of
District: 1 July 1865.
(Probably based at York - the district
eventually contained at least eight police
stations)
York Division as Officer in charge of
District: 1 April 1872.
(A change of district name, with more
responsibility)
Albany Division as Officer in Charge of
District: by July 1873. (The district
1

extended to the 131 Mile Police Station
at Arthur River and Eticup, east of
Kojonup. Finlay was responsible to
oversee the safe passage of the mail
stagecoach from the Albany district).
Later career:
When Finlay left the Police Force in
1878 he was still Officer in Charge of
the
Albany
Division.
After
his
resignation, he obtained the minor
Government posts of Clerk of Customs
and Tide and Landing Waiter. He
eventually became a leading citizen of
the town and helped establish a militia
unit, the Albany Rifle Volunteers. He
was a Lieutenant in the Company
before his resignation and he became
Captain and Officer in Charge in March
1879. The Unit disbanded in March 1885.
Finlay served at various times as
Chairman of the local Board of
Education, Secretary of the Boat
Licensing Board and a member of the
Mechanics Institute. He was also
active in the Masonic Lodge and
immediate Past master at the time of his
death.
After being a Member of the Municipal
Council for two years, Finlay was
elected Mayor of Albany in 1885.
Finlay's enthusiasm within the Town
Council gradually saw the increase of
street making and town improvements.
In 1884 the first street lights were
erected from the jetty along the Terrace
and up York Street. He was instrumental
in calling for tenders for the building of
the Albany Town Hall but never saw it
built. He died in office on 16th June 1886,
still only in his 46th year. Finlay's
sudden death caused great shock and
sorrow in the town and cast a gloom
over it. The esteem in which he was
held was illustrated by his funeral,
which brought Albany to a standstill and
was the largest seen in Albany to that
time.2 This former police officer was an
outstanding
member
of
Western
Australia colonial society and one of the
founding fathers of Albany. Finlay

Albany, A Panorama of the Sound
2

Op. cit.
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had spent a lot of time and money on
charitable work and left a large family
who may have suffered financially
because of his premature death.
William Finlay is buried in an
unmarked grave in the Albany
Pioneers Cemetery with his wife Sarah
who had died in 1885. Various
descendants in the male line still live
in the district. Finlay is recognised by
the naming of Finlay Street in Albany
and a photo hangs in the Albany Council
Offices recognising him as the first
Mayor of Albany.
Acknowledgments: We thank Mr Les
Green and Peter Conole for sharing with
us the interesting and diverse career of
William Finlay. We hope this will be the
first of a series of articles to be submitted
on the close relationship between the
Enrolled Pensioner Guards and the
Western Australian Police Force. Ed.
Ron Sutton.

DID YOUR ENROLLED
PENSIONER GUARD ANCESTOR
SERVE IN THE WEST
AUSTRALIAN POLICE?
The answer in many cases is likely to be
yes. So far we have identified scores of
Enrolled Pensioner Guards who became
police officers – and countless others had
police descendants. When the first male
convicts arrived in WA the Prison
Warders who came with them were not
sufficient in number to supervise all work
parties of convicts engaged in building
and construction activities. The number of
police in the colony was also rather low
and an organised Police Force under a
Superintendent or Commissioner did not
yet exist.
The arrival of Enrolled Pensioner Guards
helped solve two problems. First, many of
them served as warders. Second, many
others joined the police. They were a
mixed bunch in every sense, but those
former British army men in receipt of
army pensions, often earned through

hard service in various campaigns, were
disciplined and able to work in
challenging situations.
Among the first Enrolled Pensioners to
become constables were John Kirwan,
Michael Reddin, Michael Throssell and
James Caldwell, who all arrived on the ‘
Scindian’ in 1850 (1). In response to an
almost inevitable extra law enforcement
problem – the escape of four convicts by
sea in 1851 – the Perth Gazette called for
the forming of a water constabulary (2).
The Government soon appointed George
Clifton – a Royal Navy veteran and the
descendant of a famous British baronial
family - to take charge of a force of water
police at Fremantle (3). As one would
expect, an Enrolled Pensioner was
among the first water policemen
appointed – in this case John Kenny,
another ‘Scindian’ man (4).
So began the long line of Enrolled
Pensioners who gave great service to the
fledgling Swan River Colony: whether as
the backbone of the colonial defence
establishment, or as warders, or as police
officers, or as farmers and workers, they
were a vital element in the building of a
civil society. We are engaged in
continuing research and envisage being
able to give a solid picture not only of
Enrolled Pensioners who were active in
the WA police, but also indicate where in
many cases sons and other descendants
gave documented service to our police.
A unified Police Force was finally formed
in WA in March 1853, although earlier in
1849 a Police Ordinance was issued
outlining the powers and duties of
constables. The newly minted Force had
an elaborate rank structure, with a
member of the colonial gentry as our first
Chief of Police (5). Of course, the rank
and file were mostly working men or
former service personnel, especially
Enrolled Pensioners.
There are pitfalls in tracking down who
they were, and to assist and perhaps
enlighten readers here are a handful of
examples.
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The name Sullivan was not uncommon.
There were three John Sullivans active
in law enforcement at around the same
time – there has been some confusion in
identifying them and this will clarify the
issue. A Constable John Sullivan served
on-and-off from 1856 until 1878; he was
not an Enrolled Pensioner (6). Another
John Sullivan was an Assistant warder
from 1866 till 1870 – neither was he an
Enrolled Pensioner (7). But Constable
John Sullivan who served as a
constable from 1851 until about 1855
WAS an Enrolled Pensioner (8). This is
just one example of a few cases of
mistaken identity we have encountered.
Another classic problem relates to
alternative spelling of names and
sometimes even just poor handwriting in
colonial records. One of our favourites
relates to Constable Farracy of Albany.
He never existed. The handwriting in a
Resident Magistrate’s letter was the
problem. His real name was Peter
Fallasey – he was an Enrolled Pensioner
who arrived on the ‘Pyrenees’ in 1853
and is attested as a constable at Albany
in 1857. So Mr Farracy really was a
fallacy! Another interesting and not
uncommon problem is that Peter
Fallasey is listed neither as an Enrolled
Pensioner or a police officer in any
published or widely used source (9).
Then there is loose use of titles, another
possible source of confusion. Sergeant
Patrick Bannon of the Enrolled
Pensioner Force was never a police
officer, although he is mentioned as one
in a notable work. He was simply in
charge of the York gaol and lock-up (10).

The
contact
details
are
jeanmc2@bigpond.com or Beth Smith,
editor of this newsletter. The research
and the provision of such information will
help build up a comprehensive shared
database. This could be of considerable
benefit to the history of our State and
those wishing to make contributions to
our knowledge of the colonial era.
(1) Bentley, M. Grandfather was a
Policeman (1993), p19
(2) Perth Gazette, 10 January, 1851
(3) McKeough, M. Rescues, Rogues and
Rough Seas (2001), pp12-13
(4) Bentley, op.cit., p20
(5) Conole, P. Protect and Serve: a
History of Policing in Western
Australia (2003), Chapter1, passim
(6) Stonehouse, T. ‘A Forlorn Character’
in Morling, L.A. Family Reflections
(2005), pp132-137
(7) Barker, D.J. Warders and Gaolers
(2000), p197
(8) F.H. Broomhall. The Veterans a
History of the Enrolled Pensioner
Force 1850-1880. Hesperian Press.
1989 B269
Jean McDonald
Convenor

Peter Conole
Police Historian
W.A. Police

CERTIFICATES
An ideal family record.
Celebrate your descent from an Enrolled
Pensioner with a Certificate of Descent
from the EPG Special Interest Group.

Finally, simple spelling errors or
variations can cause pain. One example
is in Broomhall’s book. Enrolled
Pensioner John Houlahan, the father of
two police officers (one a famous figure in
WA policing history) is listed under the
name Hullehan (11).
It would be much appreciated if anybody
with known Enrolled Pensioner ancestors
who also served as police officers, or who
left police descendants, contacted us.

A Lineage Form must be submitted.
Certificates are $5 each collected at a
General Meeting or $10.00 inc. postage &
handling
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EAST PERTH CEMETERIES
Enrolled Pensioner Guards/Warders and or their Families listed in the East Perth Cemeteries.
Researched by Daphne Byrne
(Previous Newsletters: Batley-Fallon, July 2001, Finnerty-McNee, April, 2001)
EPG

Religion

Name and Identifying Details

Birth/Death

Age

Number
18-1 17

31-322

24-205

Wesleyan

MORGAN
Robert.
Comments: Of Royal Artillery

D: 23 09.1876
D: 04.09.1909

M0RGAN Elizabeth
Comments: Wife of above,

D: 11.10.1901

56
79
3

D: 28.06.1881
D: 30.08.1911

54
78

D- 23.09.1896

49

D: 26.04.1897

30

D:06.03.1875

8m

D: 26.09.1896
D: 06.09.1912

52
3

D: 25.07.1884

67

D: 13 04 1869

45

Roman
Catholic

MORGAN
DOROTHY
Comments: Daughter of W & L, Morgan
(Granddaughter of above.)
NAUGHTON
Srgt. Joseph
Comments: Srgt. 2"" B.N. Bengal Fusiliers

Roman
Catholic

NAUGHTON
Bridget
Comments- Wife of above.
O'DEA
Bridget
Comments: Wife of Martin O'Dea
O'DEA

40-499

Anglican

Martin

PASSMORE
Mary
Comments: Wife of H. Passmore
PASSMORE
Jesseey
Comments: Jessey, Daughter of above (name
misspelt by mason)
Henry , Passmore (chief warder) arr. per Racehorse

13-82

32-350

Presbyteria PLANT
Emily
n
Comments: Wife of David Plant.

Roman
Catholic
Roman
Catholic

PLANT
Ernest David
Comments: Son of above.
David Plant (Warder) arrived per Belgravia.
PRATT
Richard
RING
Mark
`Broomhall ' has D: 13.04.1869 aged 45
East Perth Cemetery information: re interments
IN E PC: Names not on surviving monuments, page 279
Information: Mrs. June Free, 47 Northampton, Street,
East
Victoria Park, W.A. Conversation 24.14.1896 [1986?].
Gra ve of Mark Ring. Pensioner Guard (R.C.) died
1869,
and possible Mary Ring (2-3yrs) interred in EPC
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EPG

Religion

Name and Identifying Details

Birth/Death

Age

Number
31-324

Roman
Catholic

ROBINSON

24-204

Roman
Catholic

SCANLON
Edwin
Comments: Son of Frederick Scanlon

51-665

Roman
Catholic

D: 29.09.1898
SEERY
John
SEERY
Ellen
D: 29.05.1999
Comments: Wife of above.
D:05. (17.1896
Margaret (Nee)
Comments: Daughter of above, Wife of William Dillon.
Kalgoorlie.

55-697

Anglican

SMITH

10-48

Wesleyan STONE
Winifred
Comments: Wife of Frederick Stone

John Cpl.

D: 24.2.1859

44

D: 10.05.1869

5m
69
63
24

Isaac
D:06.10.1885
D: 06.07.1886
D: 25.07.1906

67
70
NR

SULLIVAN Hannah
Comments: Wife of Patrick Sullivan

D:04.09.1893

57

SULLIVAN
Charles
Comments: Son of Patrick Sullivan. D: Ashburton
River W. A.
SULLIVAN Joseph Patrick
Comments: Husband or Esther Sullivan

D: ?.04.1894

27

D: 18.06.1897

27

D: 14.12.1900

76

Anglican

SULLIVAN
Patrick
Comments: Husband of Hannah Sullivan.
SUTTON
Samuel

D: 20.02.1891

80

D:02.03.1886

75

Anglican

SUTTON
Ann Twining
Comments: Wife of above.
THROSSELL
George Thomas

D: 27.04.1855

48

D:02.10.1854

44

Anglican

THROSSELL
Jane Ann
Comments: Wife of above.
WIMBRIDGE William Thomas

D:04.01.1881

75

WIMBRIDGE Eleanor Barbara
Comments: Wife of above.

D: 16.01.1891

63

WIMBRIDGE Sarah Agnes
Comments: Daughter of above.

D: 05.19.1874

17

STONE
John Frederick
Comments: Of H.M. 46th Regt.
H.S. erected by sons Fred and George Stone
Arr. W.A. 1851 in ‘Mermaid’.
STONE (Nee) Daughter Fanny. Also under
TURBETT Fanny D: 25.01.1906 A. 51yrs
44-566

45-592

36-441

Roman
Catholic
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2006 GENERAL MEETINGS
1.00pm
February
April, AGM
July
October

Saturday 11th
Saturday 22nd
Saturday 15th
Saturday 14th

Pensioner Guards in the Police
Peter Conole, Police Historian
At our Saturday February 11th Meeting
to be held in Unit 1, we are pleased to
announce that Peter Conole, Police
Historian will speak on his research so
far into the involvement of the Pensioner
Guards in the Police service - members
are urged to attend and bring any
references they may have to "their man"
having served with the Police.
Dr. Conole will be happy to answer
questions.
Corrections
Please note that the entries in the
December Western Ancestor Page 422
Forthcoming Events for the Enrolled
Pensioner Guards is incorrect.
The
correct meeting time is 1.00pm (not
1.30pm February or 2.00pm April)
Please also note that the April AGM is
the 22nd April not the 15th April (Easter)
as advertised in our October Newsletter.

A MERRY MIX-UP
Many, many years ago when I was
twenty-three,
I got married to a widow who was pretty
as could be
This widow had a grown-up daughter who
had hair of red

My father fell in love with her and soon
the two were wed.
This made by dad my son-in-law and
changed my very life
My daughter was my mother for she was
my father’s wife.
To complicate the matters worse,
although it brought me joy
I soon became the father of a bouncing
baby boy.
My little baby then became a brother-inlaw to Dad
And so became my uncle though it made
me very sad
For if he was my uncle then that also
made him brother
To the widow’s grownup daughter who of
course was my step-mother
Father’s wife then had a son who kept
them on the run
And he became my grandson for he was
my daughter’s son
My wife is now my mother’s mother and it
makes me blue
Because, although she is my wife she is
my grandma too
If my wife is my grandmother then I am
her grandchild
And every time I think of it, it simply
drives me wild
For now I have become the strangest
case you ever saw
As the husband of my grandmother, I AM
MY OWN GRANDPA.
Author unknown

Pensioner Barracks & Parade 1860 (W.A. Museum)
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In our January Newsletter,
Ron Sutton, our Treasurer
and Database Development
Officer, set out our plans to
make contact with all those
people who at some time
since the inception of the
Group, had registered their
name and interest in their
Enrolled Pensioner Guard.
The response to the extra
mail-out has been most
gratifying
with
new
applications for membership
and continued wonderful
support from our regular
contributors.
Donations
added to Newsletter fees
have been most acceptable.
Corrected
or
additional
information on returned
forms have enabled a more
up-to-date database to be
compiled on ‘our men’, their
previous military history,
their families and remaining
years in this State.
The list of EPG burials in
East Perth Cemetery has
also generated interest with
additional burials being
recorded.
THANK YOU ALL FOR
YOUR SUPPORT AND
ENCOURAGEMENT.
We have been advised that
from July this year, the
Western
Australian
Genealogical Society is not
renewing the existing lease
on Unit 1, May Street,
Bayswater. Our Meetings
were usually held in Unit 1.
It is planned to reorganise
Units 4, 5 and 6 of the
WAGS Library with Unit 4 to

Vol 7 No 2

revert to being available as
a Meeting Room (as was
the case for our Group’s
first meetings in 2000 and
2001.)
SATURDAY APRIL 22nd
1:00 p.m.
The Enrolled Pensioner
Guard ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING will go ahead as
planned in UNIT 1 W.A.
Genealogical Society, 48
May Street, Bayswater.
The Committee are looking
for offers of extra assistance
– we have a couple of
retirements,
more
interesting work to be
undertaken. IT IS NOT AN
ONEROUS TASK – more a
wonderful
learning
experience.
Committee Meetings are
usually held every three
months, more informal,
usually on a Thursday, (We
can usually manage to
squeeze in lunch and a
chat.) in between our
quarterly General Meetings.
No Speaker has been
engaged for the Annual
General Meeting – we plan
a day to show our members
the resources your Group
has put together over the
last five years to assist
members in their research.
Included are Maps of some
of the areas originally
planned
for
Pensioner
Villages, some of which
never eventuated, along
with those that did house
many of our Pensioner
Guards and their families.

We look forward to your company in April
and July and once again thank you all for
support.
Jean McDonald
Convenor
9450 4304
Email : jeanmc2@bigpond.com

Land Grants and Allocations are listed
under areas.
Ships and Voyages files are a wonderful
source of information as are the donated
Profiles of individual guards. Their stories
may offer clues as to similar situations
faced by ‘your man’.
There are also references to Pensioner
Guards, or their families, who may have at
some time appeared in the Paupers
Records.

The Catalpa Exhibition

This valuable research carried out at the
State Library and Battye Library by our long
time supporters offers references for
members to check the original source at
the
relevant
Library.
Those
early
contributors to the resources now available
include Phillippa Ward, Jeanette Lee, Sue
Badderly (UK) and Daphne Byrne.

The Catalpa Exhibition to be held at
Fremantle Prison in August 2006 has
created wide interest, and the invitation for
the Enrolled Pensioner Group to be
involved in a small way has generated
discussion about the involvement of the
Pensioner Guards.
The escape of a number of Irish Fenian
political convicts from Fremantle to
America was a major incident in the
1870's.

All the Resource Files are on the
shelves in Unit 4 of the W.A.
Genealogical Society, Bayswater.
SATURDAY JULY 15

TH

We are aware of the sympathy, which
existed between Irish members of the
British Army for the plight of the Irish
convicts, and no doubt further research
will uncover the names of those
Pensioners involved in that period of
Western Australia's history.

1:00 p.m.

In July we plan a return visit to the Army
Museum of Western Australia, Artillery
Barracks, Burt Street Fremantle.
The Manager, Captain Henry Filjolek has
very willingly offered every assistance to
the Group for the July Meeting to be held in
the Army Museum.

In an article by Gerald P. Fitzgerald "The
Last of the Western Australian Fenians" in
the 1976 publication "Catalpa 1876" edited
by Dr. John Watson, we read of the last
days of the four Fenians who remained to
serve out their time in Western Australia.

The Museum Operations Manager, Norm
Wells has made himself available to
ensure our Meeting is a success and
Medals Curator, Graham Donley will
speak and demonstrate the medals which
have some relevance to those British
soldiers who became enrolled to act as
Pensioner Guards for Western Australia.
The Meeting will be upstairs in the
University Regiment Meeting Room.
Unfortunately, there is NO ACCESS FOR
THE DISABLED.

In 1904 a public appeal was launched
through Australia to raise funds to care for
those now old men. Thomas Duggan was
one of the four, 82 years old and in
distressed circumstances became an
inmate in the Old Men's Refuge. James
Keilley aged 76 lived in a tent on a block of
land near Perth. (Keilley had been a soldier
in the British Army 53rd Regiment of Foot.)

More information will be offered in our July
Newsletter or by contacting our Group. In
the meantime, make a note in your Diary of
the April and July dates.

It was arranged for Duggan and Keilley to
live in a cottage erected by sympathisers in
North Perth. In 1905 it was reported that
Thomas Duggan was seriously ill and was
transferred to St. John of God Hospital in
2
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Subiaco. In 1913 Thomas Duggan died in
that hospital. James Keilley died at Sunset
Hospital in 1918.

part in and were rewarded for their
attendance in a becoming style. The last
Queen’s birthday was one of the tamest
affairs I ever saw in all my journeyings –
not a gun was fired in Fremantle, although
there is a large muster of Volunteers at the
port.

To quote from Fitzgerald's Addendum to
his article:
"Some mystery has surrounded the
circumstances of the provision of the
"Fenian Cottage", as it may be called,
also its exact locality. As advised earlier
in these notes some difficulty was
experienced in obtaining the cottage,
owing to the Appeal not reaching its
objective.

There is one thing the pensioners have
done for the colony, their sons have
swelled the ranks of the Volunteers, some
of them, to their credit be it said, have
attained to the rank of commissioned
officers. It is to be hoped the public will
reward them for their services in their
declining years, at all events give them a
right to a corner of Mount Eliza Depot – a
privilege denied the pensioner unless he
forfeits the pension he earned in the
defence of his country and for guarding the
life and property of the inhabitants of the
colony for 36 years. No doubt, Mr editor,
some of your readers may think it is the
pensioner’s own fault that he is not in better
circumstances. Those who think so know
nothing about their position nor how they
were situated doing guard, with three and
often only two nights in bed from year’s end
to year’s end, for 3s 6d. a day and all
barrack regulations to observe. Had the
pensioners been turned adrift in the colony
on their arrival the same as immigrants, no
doubt many of them would be in far better
positions to-day. Most of the pensioners
that came to the colony had thirty years’
good work in them, amongst them good
farming
men,
ploughmen,
grooms,
coachmen, in fact many of them good,
sober, honest men whose names have
never appeared in print for anything
unbecoming the character of a man and a
soldier. Yours truly.

It now (1911) transpires that a member of
the Appeal Committee, Michael O'Dea,
Undertaker, came to the rescue by
making available a cottage owned by him
at 15 Waugh St., North Perth. During the
years 1905-1917 James Keilley was for the
most part sole occupant of the cottage and
it was recorded in his name. On Keilley's
transfer to the Sunset Homes for the Aged
in 1918 and his death later that year (on
31/10/1918, the cottage reverted to its
original owner, Michael O'Dea."
Michael O'Dea was the son of Martin
O'Dea who came to Western Australia in
1865 on the "Vimiera" as an Enrolled
Pensioner Guard born in Ireland and served
in the 41st Regiment of the British Army.
Our Group would be interested in any stories of
the involvement of Pensioner Guards in the
Fenian "Catalpa" escape in 1876.
Jean McDonald

The Inquirer and Commercial
News
Wednesday July 6, 1887

Old Fogie
Fremantle, June 29

The Pensioners Lot
Sirs, - The thanks of the pensioners are
due to Mr. D. Gray for his kind remarks
respecting them in your issue of June the
29th. All the demonstrations that were
given in honour of their beloved Queen
while they were in the service they took
3
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Did Your Man Earn a Campaign Medal? (Part 1)
Knowing the Regiment that “your man”
served in only serves as a precursor for
more research. The majority of soldiers of
the British line of Regiments managed to
serve in one or two hostile campaigns that
earned them a medal or two. Some were
unfortunate (or lucky if you take the other
view) to be stuck with a regiment that was
rotating through garrison duties. The
following list of medals, campaigns and
regiments may assist you in pursuing more
research.

conclusive) 16 Cavalry units, 3 Guards
units, 26 Regiments of Foot and 5 Artillery
units took part in these battles. Some of
the units had previously served in the
1811-14 Peninsular Campaigns therefore
those soldiers would have qualified for both
the General Service Medal and the
Waterloo Medal. Given the time frame you
would also have to work back through birth
dates to assess any entitlement for your
man.
There was a period of relative peace after
the Battle of Waterloo and most regiments
were garrisoned with soldiers doing
mundane duties in various parts of the
world. There were however; skirmishes
from time to time that resulted in the award
of campaign medals.

The Military General Service Medal
1793-1814
The striking of this medal is unusual as it
was sanctioned by Queen Victoria in 1847
and issued in 1848 for services in the
Napoleonic Wars 1801-14 and campaigns
backdating to 1793. The first clasp was
issued for Egypt 1801and another 28
clasps were issued covering a variety of
campaigns. Most clasps were issued for
services during the 2nd Peninsular War of
1811-14. One soldier was awarded fifteen
clasps for various campaigns during his
Army career. The time lapse between the
actual entitlement and the issue in 1848
meant that only a small number of
survivors from each regiment lived to
receive the medal. There are too many
campaigns, clasps and regiments to outline
the details in this article however; only a
small number of our men, if any, would
have qualified for this medal. In assessing
any entitlement you would have to work
back and do your sums on birth dates as
many of our men were born during this
period.

India General Service Medals 1796-1826
There were various medals struck for
general service in India during the period
1796-1826. The medals had variants which
were issued to different regiments. The first
India Medal was awarded to soldiers of the
84th Regiment of Foot. The India Medal
with the Royal Tiger was awarded during
1807-1838 to the 14th, 65th and 67th
Regiments of Foot.
The Hindoostan Medal was awarded to
soldiers of the 8th Kings Royal Irish
Hussars for service 1802-1822.
The
Hindoostan Medal with Royal Tiger was
awarded in 1825 to the 17th Regiment of
Foot for service 1804-1823.
The
Hindoostan Medal with Elephant was
awarded to the 24th Light Dragoons for
service 1803-1819.
3rd Mahratta War 1817-1819.
The Kirkee Medal was awarded in 1823 to
the Kirkee Bty, Royal Regiment of Artillery.
The Nagpore Medal 1817 was awarded in
1823 to the 1st and 17th Regiments of
Foot. The Maheidpoor Medal 1817 was
awarded in 1823 to the 2nd Light Dragoons
and 1st Regiment of Foot.

The Waterloo Medal 1815
Though styled the Waterloo Medal, it was
awarded to soldiers who had taken part in
one or more of the battles in Belgium of
Ligny 16th June 1815, Quatra Bras, 16th
June 1815 and Waterloo 18th June 1815. It
was also the first campaign medal to be
issued to the next of kin of soldiers killed in
action. It was also the first medal to have
the recipients name impressed around the
edge by machine.
Approximately (not

Jat War
For the battle of Bhurtpore, a clasp was
issued to a campaign medal but I was
4
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unable to find out what medal. The clasp
was issued to 11th Hussars (Prince Albert’s
Own), 16th The Queens Lancers, 14th and
59th Regiments of Foot.

Medal or the Ghuznee Cabul Medal. The
Cabul Medal 1842 was awarded to the 9th,
13th and 31st Regiment of Foot.
The South Africa Medal 1834-1853
The medals for the 6th,7th and 8th Kaffir
Wars were identical but they had a different
date bar. No clasps were issued. 6th Kaffir
War 1834-35. Awarded to 27th, 72nd and
75th Regiments of Foot. 7th Kaffir War
1846-47. Awarded to the 7th (The Princess
Royal’s) Dragoon Guards, 6th, 27th, 45th,
73rd, 90th, 91st Regiments of Foot and the
Rifle Brigade. 8th Kaffir War 1851-3.
Awarded to the 12th Royal Lancers (Prince
of Wales), 2nd, 6th, 12th, 43rd, 45th, 60th,
72nd, 73rd, 74th, 91st Regiments of Foot
and the Rifle Brigade.

1st Anglo Burmese War.
The Arracan Medal 1825 was awarded in
1826 to the 54th Regiment of Foot. The
Ava Medal was awarded in 1826 to the 1st,
13th 38th, 41st, 44th, 45th, 47th, 54th, 87th
and the 89th Regiments of Foot.
Arabia 1819-1821
The Arabia medal was awarded to soldiers
of the 47th and the 65th Regiments of Foot.
An additional Beni Boo Ali Medal was
issued to the 65th Regiment of Foot.
1st Afghan War Medals
The practice of issuing clasps for major
campaigns was not adopted for the
Afghanistan Campaign of 1839-1842. One
medal was issued for Jellalabad in 1839,
one for Ghuznee and another four medals
were issued, one each for Candahar 1842,
Candahar Ghuznee Cabul 1842, Ghuznee
Cabul 1842 and Cabul 1842.
The
Afghanistan campaign was a monumental
disaster and units were trying to help each
other extricate themselves from oblivion. It
ended when the British took out vengeful
attacks on the Afghans in Cabul. The
Ghuznee Medal 1839 was issued to
soldiers of the 4th Kings Own Hussars,
16th Queens Lancers and the 2nd, 13th
and 17th Regiments of Foot. The
Jellalabad Medal was only issued to
soldiers of the 13th Regiment of Foot for
the defence of Jellalabad from the 12th
November 1841 to 16th April 1842 and one
medal was issued to Dr Bryon the only
survivor to make it to Jellalabad from the
annihilation of the 44th at Gandamak
during the earlier retreat from Cabul. The
Candahar Medal 1842 was issued to
soldiers of the 40th and 41st Regiments of
Foot for services to Candahar in May 1842.
The Candahar Ghuznee Cabul Medal 1842
and the Ghuznee Cabul Medal 1842 to the
40th and 41st Regiments of Foot. As the
40th and 41st were divided as part of two
columns that left Candahar on 10th August
1842, the soldiers could only be awarded
one of either the Candahar Ghuznee Cabul

Part 2 will be published in the July
issue. Ron Sutton

CERTIFICATES
An ideal family record.

A Lineage Form must be submitted.
Certificates are $5 each collected at a
General Meeting or $10.00 inc. postage &
handling
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roofs, with one small window in one
building had been on the site.
Following on these investigations, a fellow
local historian, Gary Martin, located a letter
from-Surveyor Phelps, in the Surveyors file
at State Records Office dated 16t`'
September 1867, which included the
comment - "already occupied by several
buildings of the depot party stationed at
the Greenough Flats. As we have found in
research for "our men" where there was a
depot for convicts, there were in most
cases, Pensioner Guards.

Buttons Found In
Greenough
Stan Gratte, Historian and active member
of the Walkaway Museum, Geraldton was
recently commissioned by the Greenough
Shire to historically investigate a Spring,
which was to be incorporated into a picnic
site. This was Bootenal Spring on the
front Greenough Flat, directly in front of
about fifty Pensioner Guard land
allocations and on which many Pensioner
Guards built their cottages. The spring had
been of great interest to Stan for many
years and in the 1970's Arnold
Armstrong, a descendant of Pensioner
Guard James Adlam, mentioned to Stan
that about 1932 he had demolished several
"gaol buildings" at the Bootenal Spring, the
stone to be used in road building.

Thank you Stan Gratte for your persistence
Convenor's note: I have personally been
told by military enthusiasts and members
who have been involved in researching
`their man' and where they lived, there have
been instances of buttons, badges and
various items unearthed during demolition
of the old EPG cottages
.
Be alert next time you are in your garden!

Stan had also seen possible foundations in
the same vicinity in past years, but that
particular area is very subject to flooding.
(Note - floods again in January 2006.)
Each flood removes further evidence.

INQUIRER AND
COMMERCIAL NEWS
Wednesday 7 July 1880.
Page 3b

Stan was determined to prove just what
buildings existed in that are, and records
from Government sources had not yielded
any information.
Armed with a Metal Detector and a good
mate, Stan decided to do his own
investigations.
EUREKA!
BRASS
BUTTONS!

Deaths among the Old
Veterans:

Comparison with the buttons worn by our
Pensioner Guards and the replica
reproduced as the BADGE, the Logo of
the Enrolled Pensioner Guard Group,
convinced Stan he had unearthed
evidence of the existence of cottages
occupied by the Pensioner Guards. The
reverse of the buttons was inscribed with
the maker's name - "Firman & Sons".

The ranks of the old veterans - heroes of
the Indian Mutiny and Crimean campaign
- are fast being thinned. During the past
week no less than four have been called
from among us. They are Patrick Fahey,
late 71s' Highlanders; Evan Hughes, an
Artilleryman; Joseph Barker and Edward
Stanton. The latter died somewhat
suddenly in the street just after receiving
his pension on the 1st instant.

Stan and his mate also found a few hand
made nails and a little glass, he was of
the opinion about four small, limestone
building with bush timber and rush thatch
6
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Hall, the later a capacious brick building
commenced during Governor Hampton's
time, but not yet finished, it is expected to
be opened in May or June next.

Thanks to Sue Baddeley who sent
us this gem:

A Quiet Little Town

Perth is not a thriving town, not is there
much business to be done. Its situation
precludes it from becoming a centre of
commerce as the navigation of the river is
necessarily confined to a few barges and
boats of light draught. The town has no
resources of its own and the neighbouring
land although suitable for orchards and the
growing of most of the English vegetables
and particularly well adapted for the vine
which it produces in luxurious abundance is
yet far too poor to be turned unto farming
purposes.

Perth the Capital of Western Australia is
situated on the northern bank of the Swan
River in Latitude 31° 57' South and 115°
54' East .
It is a quiet little town spread out in
straggling allotments to the waters edge
intermingled with gardens and shrubberies
and half rural in its aspect.
The main street St George's Terrace is a
broad thoroughfare a mile and a half long
extending from the bridge across the Swan
to the Barracks. On either side the road is
lined with trees houses and garden fences,
the buildings being mostly situated a short
way back from the roadside in the shelter
of their gardens. The main street is
intersected at right angles by several others
most of which are macadamised, but the
outlying ones and the foot paths retain their
native state of loose sand, the all pervading
element of Western Australia productive of
extensive glare and dust in the summer and
dissolving into slush in the rainy season.
There are no shady walks about the town,
nor any refuge from the painful glare of the
streets or the heat of the sand (could be
land)

The population which in 1861 numbered
3000 remains much the same, a result that
has arisen from diminished immigration , the
circumstance of many of the inhabitants
from time to time having left for the more
flourishing colonies.

Government House, a large handsome
brick building is situated on the South side
of the main street and midway between the
bridge and the Barracks, and stands in the
midst of its grounds commanding a fine
view of Perth Water but half hidden from the
road by the garden shrubberies - next to it
are the Public Offices confined to a low
white building with wings attached.
Adjoining is the public garden which is
merely a small patch of grass with a few
young trees useless for the purpose of
affording shelter or shade.

The Census has been ordered to take
place at the end of March 1870. The
distance to the Port at Fremantle is 12 '/2
miles. The road leaves Perth at the
western extremity of the town and for three
miles it runs bordering along the edge of the
river, the road then leaves the riverside and
runs through bush and over hilly ground.
The country is very barren and presents
everywhere a sandy and dreary aspect,
very few habitations are met with or traces
of cultivation seen. In one or two places
parties of Convicts are passed on the road,
either sitting in groups breaking stones or
mending the road. Close to Fremantle is a
large substantial wooden bridge built by
Convicts. It has a steep incline at either
end so as to allow sufficient height in the
middle for the navigation of the river.
Although the bridge is not a handsome
building it has never the less proved a very
good boon to the inhabitants of the colony
who before it was erected had obliged to
ferry across the river much to their
inconvenience.

There are several churches built mostly of
brick, a mechanics Institute and a Town

For a topographical of Perth and its
environs as well as remarks on the nature
7
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of the climate I must refer to the previous
reports as I have only been a few months at
the station and cannot write on these points
from any of my own experience or
knowledge

Capt. Walker we believe knows nothing of
what the ballast consisted of having only
joined the ship eight days previous to her
sailing. This gentleman is well known in the
Merchant Service as a most able and
competent officer of long standing and
experience and had the honour some years
since of conveying Capt. Fitzgerald to the
Gambia when he went there to assume the
Governorship of that colony.

Signed
W Tapsley Staff Surgeon Major
February 1870

PERTH GAZETTE

PERTH GAZETTE

2.9.1853

The Independent Journal Section

The Independent Journal section
N.B. Correction:

26.8.1853

The whole guard behaved in the most
admirable and soldier like manner during the
whole voyage. (Not “mutinous” as stated).

The voyage of the “Robert Small” has been a
most disastrous one, arising we understand
principally from the nature of the ballast said to
consist of swampy earth but more probably of
Thames “silth”.
After leaving Cork the ship met with very
heavy weather and got leaky, the ballast
choked the pumps and she put into Rio to
refit in which great assistance was afforded
by Her Majesty’s ship “Sharpshooter” lying
there.

Wear a copy of the badge your
ancestor wore.

EPG BADGES

It is also said that the ship caught fire, which
was extinguished by the united exertions of
the crew and convicts, the latter being
reported by the Surgeon / Superintendent as
having throughout the voyage behaved
exceedingly well. and mainly contributed
their assistance in bringing the vessel into
port.
Dr Harvey reports the guard as being
mutinous and that there was nothing to
prevent the convicts taking possession of
the ship if they had been so inclined.
Owing to the fermentation of the ballast
there has been much sickness, and we
regret to say, no less than eleven deaths,
comprising three of the guards and eight
convicts.

$10.00 from an EPG General Meeting or
$12.00 inc. postage & handling.

A Court of Inquiry is directed to be held to
report upon the state of the ship and also
the occurrences of the voyage.
8
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Extract from "Community Gazette"
21-27 June 2005

The Queens Jubilee Celebrations
The surviving members of the late Enrolled
Pensioner Force were invited to a banquet
during the Queen’s Jubilee Week. The names of
the Enrolled Pensioner Force that were still
living in 1897 are in File No 3 of the Enrolled
Pensioner Guards Resource File at Western
Australian Genealogy Society at May St,
Bayswater.

Honour for the Guards
Cockburn has remembered its past by
honouring some of its earliest settlers.
A Mosaic recognising the Enrolled
Pensioner Guards has been built on the
shores of Lake Coogee.

The number surviving in 1897 was sixty-four.
The Banquet was held in St. Georges Hall on
Thursday 25th June 1897 at 12.30pm. It was
proposed that the Pensioners would receive free
railway fare to attend the banquet.

It was the brainchild of the Enrolled
Pensioner Guard Special Interest Group
and it received a cultural grant from the City
of Cockburn to build the mosaic. Cedric
Mitchell is a proud descendant; his two
great-grandfathers were Pensioner Guards,
one of whom arrived on the first convict ship
to come to WA, the Scindian.

What do think of this menu?
Soup
Chicken Broth

"My family is woven into the fabric of
Cockburn, and this mosaic can now tell the
story to future generations,” said Mr. Mitchell.

Entrees
Veal & Ham Pie

The Pensioner Guards were veterans of the
British Army, who had served in a variety of
locations such as Afghanistan, India and
China. They were pensioned off and
volunteered to act as guards on the convict
ships with the reward being the promise of a
better life in a new country. In 1850 they
were supplied with a plot of land and a small
two-roomed house - the remaining ruins of
one of the cottages are visible on the
opposite side of Lake Coogee to the mosaic.
"I hope that the heritage of our city
continues to be recognised and respected
so that we can learn from our past and
continue the journey into the future,"
Cockburn Mayor Stephen Lee said.

Joints
Roast Sirloin of Beef & Yorkshire pudding
Haunch Mutton and
Ox Tongue and Ham
Corned Beef & suet dumplings
Poultry
Roast Turkey and Ham
Roast Chicken & Bread Sauce
Boiled Chicken & Parsley Sauce.
Vegetables
Baked & Boiled Potatoes
Cauliflower and Cabbage
Sweets
Jubilee Plum Pudding & Brandy Sauce
Victoria Sandwich
Compote of Apricots
Miscellaneous Pastry
With a guarantee of fifty with one bottle of
English Ale @ 6/9 per head
Signed W

& P. Robbins.
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MEMORIES

Then happily we went home to our mothers,
Our money clenched tight in our hands,
Very proud that we worked hard to earn it,
And allowed to spend it as planned.

During
my
visit
to
Loughborough,
Leicestershire in July last year, I managed
to connect the extended families relating to
“my man” Samuel Sutton. I did not expect
however; corresponding with my visit to find
this
little
gem
published
in
the
nd
Loughborough Echo on Friday 22 July
2005.
Ron Sutton.

Copyright: Mrs Joan Anscombe, Shepshed,
Loughborough, Leicestershire, UK. Reproduced
Courtesy Loughborough Echo.

MEMORIES
My friend and I delivered milk
For this milkman years ago,
A very pleasant man was he,
A kinder man you couldn’t
wish to know.

EPG Reference
The standard reference on the Enrolled
Pensioner Guard is available from the EPG
Special Interest Group

He always wore a thick moustache,
A dark grey trilby too,
On his back he wore a long white coat,
And a leather gaiter over each shoe.
Mr Sutton drove a red and black cart
Pulled by a horse named Jim,
We often fed Jim with a carrot or two
And stroked his nose which seem to please
him.
Each evening Mr Sutton would collect us,
We’d work from five for an hour,
On Saturdays we worked from nine til one,
And hurry home if there was a shower.
My friend and I use to jump on the cart,
And sit on a box, made especially for us,
Then down to the Mill Farm we went
Where the churns were filled without fuss.

This book by F. H. Broomhall is a must for
all who are interested in the history of the
Enrolled Pensioner Force in Western
Australian between 1850 –1880.

We both filled our billie cans up to the brim,
Then off to each house we did go,
Where on each step a little jug stood,
Into which we emptied the milk real slow.

Price $45.00 plus postage.

On Saturdays half way round we would
stop,
When Mrs Sutton gave us mugs of hot tea,
Biscuits and cakes she baked for us too,
They were delicious, we all did agree.
When we finished our round at the
weekend,
Mr Sutton gave us our wages,
Seven and sixpence, I think, if I remember,
Since then it seems like ages and ages.
10
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WIDOW’S PAYMENT

The Western Mail, November 16,
1908, page 19 column 3

SROWA Cons 488/30, page 270, item 1016
March 12, 1852
Comptroller General
Sir,
I have to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of the 11th inst. reporting the
accidental death by drowning of ticket of
leave holder William Sydenham, and in reply
to inform you that His Excellency authorises
the payment of fourteen shillings due from J.
Herbert of Perth to the deceased being
made to Mrs. Chambell widow of a
pensioner who lost his life in endeavouring
to save Sydenham.
Colonial Secretary

OBITUARY
------------

MR. W. TURNER
There died at Fremantle on Wednesday, the 6th, one of the veterans of the
Indian Mutiny and Persian campaign in
the person of Mr. William Turner, late
of the 78th regiment of Highlanders.
The deceased soldier was 83 years of
age. He joined the 28th Regiment of
Foot at London on August 28, 1843,
being then 18 years old. He subsequently transferred to the 78th Highlanders, and served under Sir James
Outram in the Persian campaign of
1856-57, being present at Kooshab and
Mohammerah. Returning to India he
accompanied the force under Havelock,
which fought its way from Allahabad
to Lucknow. He was besieged in
Lucknow from September 25 to November 25, and received a bullet wound in
the neck during the hostilities. He was
discharged from the army in 1862, and
four years later he came out to Western Australia as a guard in the convict ship
Belgravia. He served with the civil guard
until its disbandment, and subsequently
filled the position of sexton of the old
Fremantle cemetery until it was closed. In
his declining years the deceased resided
with his sons in Harbour-road, South
Fremantle. The funeral took place during
last week, the remains being interred in the
Church of England portion of the Fremantle
cemetery. Among those who assembled at
the graveside were his three sons, Arthur,
William, and Dave Turner, Mrs W. Turner,
Mr. F. Nelson, Mr. P. Jose, Mrs. Attee, Mrs.
Mann, Mrs. Deers, Miss L. Morriss, Arthur
Morris, and Captain F. L. Cassell, retired list
Army Service Corps, late 16th Queen’s
Lancers. Numerous wreaths and floral
tributes were placed on the grave.

Shipping Trivia
The Mermaid took 43 days sailing from port
to port collecting prisoners and sheltering
from storms. This is the longest period any
ship took before actually setting sail for the
Swan River Colony. The overall average
was 21¼ days.
Sailing from England to the Swan River
Colony took  Average 13 weeks
 Maximum 20 weeks
 Minimum 9 weeks.
Disembarkation at the Swan River Colony
took:
 Average 7 days
 Maximum 33 days (Pyrenees 2nd
voyage)
 Minimum 0 days
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Our speaker will be Medals Curator, Graham
Donley.

2006 GENERAL MEETINGS
April, AGM 1.00pm Saturday 22
July
1.00pm Saturday15
October
8:45 am Saturday 14

NOMINATIONS FOR
COMMITTEE 2006/2007
Nominations are called for members willing to
serve on the Committee. (All committee
members must be members of both WAGS and
the Enrolled Pensioner Guard Special Interest
Group). If the number of persons nominated for
each position does not exceed the number of
vacancies, those persons shall be duly elected. If
there are insufficient nominations, or;
nominations exceed the number of vacancies,
elections will be conducted at the Annual
General Meeting to be held on the 16th April
2005

ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
22nd APRIL 2006
1.00pm
Unit 1 Western Australian Genealogy
Society.
Unit 4/48 May Street
Bayswater
6053
Please consider nominating for
committee – being on the committee
great way to learn.
Also
Come and find out what resource
have been collected over the past
years, they include:
 Maps
 Land Grants and Allocation
 Ships and Voyages
 Profiles of individual guards.
 Paupers Records

the
is a

Library Tour
In National Family History Week 30th July to
5th August 2006 we have the opportunity to
run a library tour concentrating on the
E.P.G. resource files. Please let Ian Barnes
at ian-epg@arach.net.au know if you would
be
interested.

files
five

News Flash 
Our October Meeting will be a Field Trip! We
will be visiting various EPG relevant sites on our
coach trip to York for lunch.
Cost will be
$35.00 per person including morning tea. (Bring
your own lunch).

GENERAL MEETING
15TH JULY
Will be held at the Army Museum of Western
Australia, Artillery Barracks, Burt Street
Fremantle.

Places will be strictly limited so be prepared to
get in early!

Sorry no access for the disabled as the meeting
will be held upstairs.

Further details next newsletter.
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Our
Annual
General
Meeting held in April
resulted in an attendance of
31 members and guests, and
apologies were received
from more than 13 people.
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GUARDS
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The election of Officers of
the Committee resulted in
my re-election as Convenor.
This will be my fifth year in
the Big Chair Up Front and
although my intention was
to pass on the baton to
someone with new ideas, it
appears I am still in ‘that
chair’! With help from your
willing Committee, my load
will be lightened.
Sadly, Margaret Hickey’s
resignation was accepted
with reluctance. Margaret
has
been
a
staunch
supporter of the Group
since its inception, at one
time taking on the role of
Treasurer and since its
inception,
the
design,
organization, authentication
and
mailing
of
our
Descendant’s Certificate. In
spite of Margaret’s duty as
Bookshop
Officer
and
Management Committee for
the W.A. Genealogical
Society, she always made
herself available for extra
duties in our Group. Thank
you Margaret.
Ron Sutton has taken on
the Data Base Project and
organised a mail out to
more than 400 people who
had at some time registered
an interest in the Pensioner
Guards.
This
project
resulted in a very positive
result with new members

Vol 7 No 3

and information about their
Pensioner Guard ancestors
being added to our Data
Base.
Jeanette
Lee
has
researched the proposed and
eventual Pensioner Guard
Village sites and as a result
the Group have purchased
copies of many of the maps
of areas settled by our EPG
ancestors.
Beth Smith (with a little
help from her husband) has
collated and indexed the
valuable resource files
donated to the Group by
Derrick Prall. Those files
will
be
available
to
members.
The new two column easy
to read format with
distinctive title has been
received
with
complimentary comments
to the Editor, Beth.
Ian
Barnes,
Minutes
Secretary, has also taken on
the role of maintaining the
EPG site on the W.A.
Genealogical
Society
website.
Ian has also
assisted in the upkeep of our
Group Photograph Album
which
records
Events,
Personalities and Projects.
Notice of forthcoming
meetings is contained in this
Newsletter. Mark the dates
on your calendar.
The support of our members
is vital to the survival and
growth of the Group, and
members are assured your
Committee appreciate your
interest, input and ideas.
Jean McDonald

ENROLLED PENSIONER GUARD
SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP
Western Australian Genealogical Society Inc
6/48 May Street, Bayswater, WA 6053
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Annual Financial Statement for period 2005/2006
Opening Balance as at 1st April 2005
Plus Receipts

3781.16
Newsletter Subs
Books/Badges

1930.00
664.00

Donations/Interest 740.01
Social/Raffles

208.00
3542.01 7323.17

Less Expenditure

Core Items

3021.25

Postage

794.05

Office

681.40

Social/Raffles

60.95
4557.65 2765.52*

st

Closing Balance as at 31 March 2004
Cash at Bank
Less unpresented cheque

3453.02
687.50
2765.52

2765.52*

Add Stock at cost: 102 Badges 702.00
3467.52.

3467.52

This is a true and correct statement of the financial position of the Enrolled Pensioner Guard Special Interest Group for
the 2005/2006 Financial Year ending 31st March 2005.
Signed: RH Sutton

Treasurer

Date: 22 Apr 2006

Signed J McDonald

Convenor

Date 22 Apr 2006

Signed WB Green

Independent Member

Date 22 Apr 2006

Pensioner Guard resource files are now in Unit 5 of the W.A. Genealogical library, at
the start of the Western Australian section.
Thanks
We thank Phillipa Ward for the donation of a set of four cassettes – A pleasant passage :
the journals of Henry Richardson, narrated by Norman Briers. A detailed, day-by-day
record by Dr Henry Richardson, Surgeon Superintendant aboard the convict ship Sultana
bound for Perth WeStern Australia in 1859 : of the voyage from England and Life in the
colony.
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DID YOUR MAN EARN A CAMPAIGN MEDAL?
First China War Medal 1840-42
This medal was issued to soldiers of the
18th, 26th, 49th, 55th and 98th Regiments of
Foot who participated in the 1st China
War generally known as the 1st Opium
War or the 1st Anglo-Chinese War. The
medal was originally not issued with a
clasp; however when medals were issued
for the 2nd China War 1857-60, a date
clasp 1842 was struck for the first medal
to distinguish between the two wars.
Sutlej Medal 1845-46
The Sutlej Medal was struck for the 1st
Anglo Sikh War (Sutlej Campaign) with
four clasps. Moodkee Clasp to the 3rd
Kings Own Hussars, 9th, 31st, 50th, and
80th Regiments of Foot. Ferozeshuhur
Clasp to the 3rd Kings Own Hussars, 9th,
29th, 31st, 50th, 62nd and 80th Regiments of
Foot. Aliwal Clasp to the 16th The
Queen’s Lancers, 31st, 50th and 53rd
Regiments of Foot. Sobraon Clasp to 3rd
Kings Own Hussars, 9th Queen’s Royal
Lancers, 16th The Queen’s Lancers, 9th,
10th, 29th, 31st, 50th, 53rd, 62nd and 80th
Regiments of Foot.
Punjab Medal 1848-49
As with the 1st Sikh War a medal was
struck for the 2nd War (Punjab Campaign)
with three clasps. Mooltan Clasp to the
10th, 32nd and 60th Regiments of Foot.
Chilianwala Clasp to the 3rd Kings Own
Hussars, 9th Queens Royal Lancers, 14th
Kings Hussars, 24th, 29th and 61st
Regiments of Foot. Goojerat Clasp to
the 3rd Kings Own Hussars, 9th Queens
Royal Lancers, 14th Kings Hussars, 10th,
24th, 29th, 32nd, 53rd, 60th and 61st
Regiments of Foot.
New Zealand Medal 1845-47,1860-61
and 1863-66
The New Zealand Medal was issued for
the three Maori Wars (Anglo-Maori Wars)
with the 58th, 65th, 96th and 99th
Regiments of Foot deploying from
Australia for the 1st War. The 12th, 14th,
40th and 65th Regiments of Foot were
engaged in the 2nd War with the 12th, 40th

(PART 2)

and 65th deploying from Australia. The
12th, 14th, 18th, 43rd, 50th, 65th , 68th and
70th Regiments of Foot engaging in the
3rd War.
The 12th and 65th again
deployed from Australia.
Crimean War Medal 1854-56
The striking of this medal was
accompanied with the Clasps Alma,
Inkerman, Balaklava and Sebastopol.
The clasp Sebastopol was automatically
awarded to those qualifying for the
Balaklava and Inkerman clasps. Queen
Victoria wanted the medals issued to her
soldiers without delay; therefore the
medals were issued without the
impressing of names. Most medals were
later either regimentally impressed or
privately engraved.
For economy of space I have only listed
the units for the Crimea War and not for
individual battles. The Turkish Crimea
Medal was issued by the Turkish
Government to the Allies on conclusion of
the War so generally all soldiers were
issued with the pair. Units:
4th Queens
Own Hussars, 4th Royal Irish Dragoon
Guards, 5th Dragoon Guards (Princess
Charlotte of Wales), 6th Inniskilling
Dragoons, 8th Kings Royal Irish Hussars,
10th Royal Hussars (Prince Albert’s Own),
11th Royal Hussars (Prince Albert’s Own),
12th Royal Lancers (Prince of Wales), 13th
Hussars, 17th Lancers (Duke of
Cambridge’s Own), The Royal Dragoons.
Various sub units of the Horse Artillery.
The
Grenadier Guards, Coldstream
Guards, Scots Guards, 1st, 3rd, 4th, 7th,
9th, 13th, 14th, 17th, 18th, 19th, 20th, 21st,
23rd, 28th, 30th, 31st, 33rd, 34th, 38th, 39th,
41st, 2nd, 44th, 46th, 47th, 48th, 49th, 50th,
55th, 57th, 62nd, 63rd, 68th, 71st, 72nd, 77th,
79th, 82nd, 88th, 89th, 90th, 93rd and 97th
Regiments of Foot and the Rifle Brigade
Note: Some references refer to the Rifle
Brigade as the 95th Regiment of Foot.
India General Service Medal 1854-95
This medal held an existence for 46 years
and some 23 clasps were issued. I have
only included those clasps that fall in the
E.P.G. Gazette July 2006
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range of our men to 1868. North West
Frontier 1849-1868 to the 20th Hussars,
6th, 7th, 19th, 22nd, 24th, 32nd, 51st, 60th,
61st, 71st, 81st, 97th and 98th Regiments of
Foot. Pegu Clasp1853 to the 18th, 51st
and 80th Regiments of Foot. Persia
Clasp 1856-57 to the 14th King’s
Hussars, 64th and 78th Regiment of Foot.
Umbelya Clasp 1863 to the 20th
Hussars, 7th, 51st, 71st, 72nd, 93rd, 97th and
98th Regiments of Foot. Bhootan
(Bhutan) Clasp1863-64 to 55th and 80th
Regiment of Foot.
Indian Mutiny Medal 1857-59
The Indian Mutiny Medal was specifically
struck for the Sepoy Rebellion with five
clasps. The maximum number of clasps
that could be issued to one recipient was
four with less than 200 cases recorded.
Delhi Clasp to the 6th Dragoon Guards,
9th Queen’s Lancers, 8th, 52nd, 60th, 61st
and 75th Regiments of Foot. Defence of
Lucknow Clasp to 34th and 84th
Regiments of Foot. Relief of Lucknow
Clasp to the Queens Bays (2nd Dragoon
Guards), 7th Queen’s Hussars, 9th
Queen’s Royal Lancers, 5th, 8th, 10th, 20th,
23rd, 32nd, 34th 38th, 42nd, 53rd, 64th, 75th,
78th, 79th, 90th, 93rd, 97th Regiments of
Foot, and the Rifle Brigade. Central
India Clasp to the 8th King’s Royal Irish
Hussars, 12th Royal Lancers (Prince of
Wales), 14th King’s Hussars, 17th Lancers
(Duke of Cambridge’s Own), 27th, 33rd,
38th, 43rd, 71st, 72nd, 78th, 80th, 83rd, 84th,
86th, 88th, 95th Regiments of Foot and the
Rifle Brigade. Note: Some references
quote 101st to 108th Regiments of Foot in
the medal count, this is technically wrong
as these Regiments came into existence

from East India Company units as a result
of; and after the Mutiny. The East India
Company issued its own medals.
Second China War Medal 1857-60
This medal is the same as the 1st China
War Medal with five clasps. Fatshan
1857 Clasp to the Royal Marines.
Canton 1857 Clasp to the 59th Regiment
of Foot. Taku Forts 1858 Clasp to the
Royal Marines. Taku Forts 1860 Clasp
to the 1st The King’s Dragoon Guards, 1st,
2nd, 60th, 67th and 99th Regiments of Foot.
Pekin 1860 Clasp to the 1st The King’s
Dragoon Guards, 1st, 2nd, 60th, 67th, and
99th Regiments of Foot.
Abyssinian War Medal 1867
This is an unusual medal with a small
head of Queen Victoria and the word
ABYSSINIA appearing between the
points of a 9 pointed star. No Clasps were
struck. Issued to soldiers of the 3rd
(Prince of Wales) Dragoon Guards, 4th,
26th, 33rd and 45th Regiments of Foot.
Now that you have done the sums and
determined that your man falls into the
date periods of respective campaigns,
you now have to determine if he actually
was entitled to a medal. The fact that a
soldier was on the posted strength of a
Regiment does not determine if he was at
the actual battle. The campaign medal
records are arranged by campaign and
regiment on microfilm in the WO100 list at
the National Archives, Ruskin Avenue,
Kew, Surrey, England.
Ron Sutton

George Campbell EPG last Gaoler Roundhouse Prison.
At the west end of High St Fremantle sits
an icon, the Roundhouse. Built by 18
January 1831 it is now one hundred and
seventy five years old. Because the
history of the area had a great influence
on our state, what stories those walls
could tell.
After 1850 the Pensioner Guards had a

part to play in the history of this historic
building as they guarded the convicts who
built the Water Police station and the
Police Station at the foot of the steps. I
suspect they also built the second
courthouse in 1851 and later, in 1876, the
lighthouse on Arthur’s Head. The
commissariat was built under the
supervision of the Pensioner Guards.
E.P.G. Gazette July 2006
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George Campbell (Gaoler):
At the age of forty-five George, as an
Enroled Pensioner Guard, arrived on the
24 October 1850 on the second convict
ship (Hashemy) with his wife Mary
(Margaret) and three children, George 12,
William 5 and Christine 2. William had
received medical attention during the
voyage.
George’s military history commenced
when he enlisted on the 30th May 1825 at
the age of seventeen as a private in the
79th Regiment spending 21 years 74 days
in the army. He was pensioned on 10th
August 1847, aged 41 years. His records
show that he was 5’7” tall with a dark
complexion. On his arrival in Fremantle
he and his family would have been
quartered in the old warehouse in Essex
St., South Beach (the site of the
Esplanade Hotel today). George
Campbell had been a gaoler in a small
country prison in Glasgow, Scotland, and
had no trouble joining the Colonial Police
Force on 20th August 1852 as a Police
Constable at Arthur’s Head Police
Station. In those days, a constable’s
entitlement was only one room at the
Police Station for all of his family. In due
course, he was to help Laurence Welch in
his duties as gaoler as Welch’s health
was fading quickly. By the 1st October
1854, George Campbell took over as
gaoler at the Fremantle Roundhouse
moving into quarters in the Round House.
The Roundhouse and Arthur’s Head:
The Roundhouse was the first Public
building in Western Australia. It has eight
rooms for prisoners. Originally it was only
intended for short-term prisoners, and
was only meant to have two prisoners to
a room.
Seven rooms were used
continuously; one was used as the dark
room for prisoners who were also put on
bread and water as punishment. This
room was also used for inmates who had
mental problems. It was lined with jarrah
boards
to
stop
inmates
hurting
themselves. The longer-term prisoners
were sent to Tasmania. The authorities
and magistrates at Arthur Head law
precinct often gave shorter terms but

substituted lashes.
Punishment was
often carried out below the steps of the
Round House.
The front of the
Roundhouse is the gaoler’s reception
rooms; the gaoler’s quarters are very
small.
By 1838 the Roundhouse was regularly
overcrowded, on occasions it held forty
two to forty three prisoners, natives,
seamen, indentured servants, ladies of
the night, sealers and whalers, so in 1838
Rottnest native prison was established.
This did relieve Fremantle.
In 1840 the stocks were introduced but
only lasted a decade. Perth prison was
an unsecured lockup. When the convicts
arrived after 1850 a bell was placed on
the steps of the Roundhouse and rang at
9:50 at night to get the ticket of leave men
off the streets of Fremantle otherwise if it
wasn’t obeyed you were thrown inside for
the night.
George Campbell became goaler and his
wife, Mary became the matron of the
Prison, for in those days the matron was
the gaoler’s wife. Her job would have
been unpleasant .
It was Campbell’s task to see prisoners
were on work parties, keep them quiet at
night, an onerous task on its own. His job
was never finished. In 1856 the convict
prison at Fremantle was finished and
convicts from Essex St Fremantle moved
in.
On completion of both these
buildings as prisons it took the
importance of the Round House as a
main prison away and in 1858 George
Campbell was transferred to Albany
Prison. George Campbell was the last of
the Gaolers for the Round house. The
Round House closed in 1886.
George Campbell’s day in court.
On the 8 December 1855 a ticked-ofleave man was bought before the
magistrate at Arthur’s Head after he had
abused Campbell at the Round House.
After the magistrate sentenced the
prisoner to seven days in the dark cell on
bread and water (the dark cell is still at
E.P.G. Gazette July 2006
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the Round House today). The prisoner
called Campbell a dammed scoundrel
and commenced a violent assault against
him in court by striking him on the face.
Had it not been for the immediate
assistance of Sergeant Hicks who was a
most powerful man the consequences
might have been more serious. The
gaoler’s conduct throughout was most
mild, firm and correct. The prisoner
was then sentenced to three years hard
labour in irons and 100 lashes, a very
hard sentence indeed.
The prisoner
being a ticket-of-leave would have served
this sentence at the convict prison in
Fremantle.
A Move to Albany
In 1858 the importance of the Round
House was becoming less. Campbell
was appointed gaoler of Albany Prison on
₤95 per year and his wife, Mary was the
matron on ₤5 per year. His conveyance
to Albany would have been by coastal
sailing ship. In 1862 the Police was
under the charge of Sergeant William
Finlay a Pensioner Guard’s son from the
Scindian. One of Campbell’s duties
would have been to transfer long-term
prisoners to Perth prison by stagecoach,
along the track from the sound. It was
also one of his duties to help keep the
town safe from the fighting of sealers,
whalers and seamen.

the gaol. ₤15 in gold was stolen from his
sitting room. He complained to the
Resident Magistrate and bars were
ordered to be placed across a window.
He was appointed as Assistant
Superintendent of Rottnest Island but this
move was squashed by the magistrate
and Campbell remained at Albany until he
retired on the 1 February 1876 receiving
a pension of ₤33.5.0 per annum.
George Campbell, ex soldier, Pensioner
Guard, ex Gaoler, died 19 March 1886,
aged 81.
Although George Campbell was a gaoler
he puts the Pensioner Guards squarely at
the Round House and adds to the story of
that icon and the history of Western
Australia.
Les Green.
References:
Barker, D.J. Warders & Gaolers, W.A.
Genealogical Soc. 2000 Page 31.
Broomhall. F.H The Veterans, a History of
the Enrolled Pensioner Force 1850-1880
Hesperian Press 1989 Page B44.
Footnote:
Les Green is a descendant of Pensioner
Guards and works as a volunteer guide at
the Round House, Fremantle every
Tuesday 10.30 to 3.30. He is always
pleased to meet other descendants.

On one occasion, 30 November 1862, a
theft occurred at Campbell’s quarters at

THE WEST AUSTRALIAN, SATURDAY,

THE
FENIANS ESCAPE.
SEPTEMBER 11, 1937

What a Boy Saw at Fremantle.
From two old colonists we received first-hand
accounts of the sensational incidents of April
1876, when six Fenian prisoners escaped from
Fremantle. The prisoners were picked up by an
American whaler, the Catalpa. The colonial
steamer Georgette went out in pursuit and, after
firing several warning shots, demanded that the
convicts be surrendered, but the American being
on the high seas, defied the challenger and sailed

off in safety. The excitement caused in the
colony is well described below.
Mr. “Bill” Lynch, of Elizabeth Street, Geraldton,
writes as follows:“I was 13 years old at the time, and was living in
the top barracks in Fremantle, my father being a
military pensioner, and one who went on the
Georgette to bring back the prisoners. Being a
school holiday on Easter Monday morning, the
boys of the barracks got together to see how we
would spend the day. We decided to go birdnesting out in the bush along the Rockingham
road. We got as far as the Government house on
that road, and after another ‘confab’ we decided
E.P.G. Gazette July 2006
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to go swimming. Going down the street towards
the beach we met four men in convicts dress
coming towards us. One I knew well to be Big
Bob, the prison letter carrier. I spoke to him like
I had done before, but he told me to go away. I
watched them go across some spare ground to
the Rockingham-road corner, and then took no
more notice of them.
We went on to the beach but again I and another
boy decided to go to the north jetty on the river
where the paddle steamer, the Lady Stirling, was
taking on passengers to go to Perth for the
regatta; and we tried to steal our passage but
were hunted off twice. So we watched the
steamer going to Perth with a full load of
passengers. Then I decided to go to the long jetty
fishing.
Coming at Full Gallop
I went along Cliff-street, and when I got to highstreet I saw a horse and rider coming down the
street at a full gallop. The horse was frothing at
the mouth and the rider had no coat on, his hat
was tucked on his head and, with his red
whiskers and his legs bare he looked every inch
a madman. He pulled up at the police station, not
50 yards from me, and dismounted.
I stood there for a while and then I saw a
mounted policeman and his black tracker go
galloping towards the water police quarters, and
when I got that far I saw the water police in a
great excitement running about everywhere, and
then launching their boat from the shed and
sailing off towards Rockingham. Now with all
the water police gone I was safe to go on to the
jetty fishing, because fishing on the long jetty
was not allowed at this time. So, after catching a
couple of dozen herring, I got home about 1
o’clock; and it was then I got the news that those
prisoners I met at 9 o’clock that morning were
making their escape. All pensioners were
ordered to be confined to barracks until further
notice.
At 3 o’clock that evening the water police boat
came back from their chase and reported that
they had sighted the runaways and then the
excitement started. About 60 pensioners were
called on for duty. They were all served out with
25 rounds of ball ammunition, and in marching
order went to the jetty and embarked aboard the
Georgette. The first casualty took place just
before going on board, when one of the old men

collapsed and was sent back to hospital. Now
there were two old cannon that had been in a
yard at the end of the jetty for years, and these
were run down the jetty and put aboard with
some shot a bit bigger than a cricket ball. This
was the ammunition for the cannon.
The Watching Women
Late that night the Georgette got away. Now I
will not try to describe the scene among the
wives of those old pensioners who were away on
war duty that night, except to say that, like my
mother none went to bed, and they were very
pleased women next day when their husbands
returned safe.
On the night of the Georgette’s return I went
with my father to the single men’s room, and I
listened to the story of the encounter from the
gunner who fired the two shots at the Yankee
ship. He said that Mr. Stone, who was
Comptroller of the Fremantle Prison, called on
the captain of the Catalpa to stop and to hand
over his ship. The answer came back that he had
no convicts on his ship, and his captain was on
shore. Stone replied, “Unless you stop I will sink
your ship.” The man on board replied that his
ship sailed under the American flag and he was
on the high seas, and for any damage done to his
boat they would be responsible to the United
States government. The gunner continued: So I
received orders to fire the first shot at her stern
but not to hit her. She did not stop and I was
ordered to fire
the next shot across her bows, but again not to
hit her. This shot went close to her bows and at
once the stars and stripes went up to the
masthead, but she did not stop. Stone and Major
Finnerty, who was in charge of the pensioners,
now consulted and, having no orders to fight on
the high seas, returned back to Fremantle and
abandoned the chase.
A Song Banned
Mr. Lynch also gives a fuller version of the song
which was sung to celebrate the escape. He
agrees with other correspondents that the ditty
was banned by the Government, and it meant
gaol for one to be singing it.
His version is:She was a Yankee whale ship and commander
Called the Catalpa by name
Came out to Western Australia
E.P.G. Gazette July 2006
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And stole six of our convicts away
CHORUS
So come all you screw warders and jailers
Remember the Perth regatta day
Take care of the rest of your Fenians
Or the yanks they will take them away.
The Georgette well maned with bold warriors
Went after this yank to arrest
But then she hoisted her star-spangled banner
Saying “You better not board me I guess”
For seven long years have they served you
And seven more would have stayed,
For defending their country, Ould Ireland;
It was for that they were banished away.
You remember those six Fenians colonial
And sing o’er these few verses with skill
And remember the Yankee that stole them
And the home that they left on the hill.

Quarantine station and this Captain Fisher for the
situation. In March 1876, three American
gentlemen arrived at Albany on board the
outward bound P. and O. Royal Mail Steamer
Siam. They were the only three passengers for
this state, and they were quarantined for nine
days. These three Americans, Mr. Douglas
alleges, were the real accomplices working on
behalf of the Fenians. After they were freed from
quarantine they left Albany for Fremantle by the
Rob Roy and stayed at a boarding house in Highstreet, Fremantle.” I can prove this,” the
correspondent says, “as I was in their company
three times – twice in Albany with Captain
Fisher and once in Fremantle by chance at a
boarding house. In March, 1876, the Catalpa put
into Frenchman’s Bay Albany, and took fresh
water on board and she put out to sea the same
day. Captain Fisher was the only person who
went on board her at Albany on this occasion. I
beg to say the Catalpa was not the first ship that
came to rescue these three Fenians. The first ship
was wrecked on the West Australian coast, and I
know where her bones lay.”
Jeanette Lee

For now there in the States of America
When all will be able to cry
‘We will hoist the green flag with the shamrock
Saying “Hurrah for Ould Ireland we die”
Mr. Lynch also refers to another song which
suggested that certain warders had a hand in the
escape and refers to “Fenian gold.”
Hatching the Plot
Mr. Alfred Douglas, of South Perth, giving his
version of the affair, refers to the fact that in
1867, several years before the deliverance of the
prisoners the American whaling ship Catherine
put into the coast of Fremantle and lay in
Careening bay at Garden island for three days. A
certain Captain Fisher landed at Fremantle from
the Catherine. Mr. Douglas says that Captain
Fisher remained at Fremantle for two years
whaling for the late Mr. John Bateman, and
prepared a chart of the coast of Fremantle and
the landing places on the coast. Then he moved
on to Albany, and went whaling for the late
Captain Thomas. In March 1875, there was a
vacancy for the caretaker at the Albany

A SERVICE FAMILY
SOME DESCENDANTS OF
JAMES CUNNINGHAM OF THE
ENROLLED PENSIONER FORCE
James Cunningham, formerly a private in
the 51st regiment of Foot, arrived in WA as a
member of the Pensioner Force at some
unknown date in 1850 or 1851 (1). Little is
known of this old soldier, but his sons and
grandsons made a name for themselves in
WA as police officers, soldiers and citizens.
It is a classic example of how a tradition of
service in the armed forces and police was
created and maintained.
George James Cunningham, son of James,
was born in Perth on December 27, 1851.
He was a labourer in his youth, until joining
the WA Police Force in October 1872. His
first period of service did not last long –
George resigned in November 1873 and
moved to Adelaide. From January 1874 he
was a constable in the South Australian
Police Force (2). There is a possibility he
had already made important personal
commitments in WA. On July 1,1874 he
E.P.G. Gazette July 2006
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married Fanny Lavinia Mortimer at St
Patrick’s Cathedral in Adelaide. She was the
grand-daughter of the prominent WA
colonist John Burtenshaw Cox and must
have gone east once arrangements for the
marriage were ready (3). As will be seen,
they had a large family.
George resigned because of health
problems on July 31, 1890 and the family
returned to WA. He rejoined the WA Police
as a 2nd Class Constable in August 1891
and must have been very well thought of by
people in high places. In October of the
same year he was appointed Police Orderly
to the Governor, Sir William Robinson. He
was to hold the position for the remarkable
period of 29 years and was promoted within
the Police Force into the bargain – 1st Class
Constable in 1894, Corporal in 1901 and
Sergeant in 1916. He was an orderly to
seven successive Governors and was wellrespected by all of them (4).
In a May 1982 meeting of the Royal
Western Australian Historical Society,
historian Ruth Marchant James read a
paper called “Memories of Old East Perth”.
They were the recollections of Frederick
(known as ‘Fred’) Cunningham, one of the
seven sons of George and Lavinia. Fred
was born on March 29, 1893. The
Cunninghams had living quarters suitable
for the police officer’s job, and Fred had
vivid memories of living with his father in the
ground floor of the old Legislative Council
building situated between Government
Gardens and Government House, Perth.
According to Fred, George Cunningham
wore a different uniform to other members of
the Police Force. In summer his outfit was
all white, plus a bandolier over the left
shoulder. In winter he wore a dress coat
reaching to 9 inches above his knees, a
leather waist belt and a bandolier. The
head-wear was a peaked cap in winter and
a white helmet in summer. George was a
distinguished looking man well into old age
and had a full beard and moustache.
There were problems if important guests
arrived; in 1901 the Duke and Duchess of
York (Later King George V and Queen

Mary) visited Perth and the Cunningham
quarters were required for the Duke’s Staff.
The move into the grounds of government
House had taken some time to achieve. For
a while the family had to live in Brookman
Street until Sir Arthur Lawley claimed it was
inconvenient, as his orderly really had to be
‘on site’ when required. The move to an old
limestone building in the grounds of
Government
House
was
not
very
comfortable according to Fred Cunningham.
Fleas, mice and rising winter river waters
caused problems. In Sir Frederick Bedford’s
time things were improved when a lodge
was built for the family at the driveway
entrance into Government House. There
they remained until Sergeant George
Cunningham retired on October 1, 1920.
The veteran police sergeant was also a
founder member of the Saint John’s
Ambulance Council in WA and was
Chairman in 1915–1916. In 1905 he was
made an honorary serving brother of the
Order of the Hospital of St John of
Jerusalem and was presented with a
diploma and medal by the Governor (6).
George Cunningham died on 21/12/1925,
with full knowledge that family traditions had
already been enhanced by his sons. The
May 1918 issue of the ‘Police Review’ listed
in the footnotes provided some surprising
details. James Cunningham served in the
Boer War, was wounded twice and was
perhaps the first WA man to suffer injury in
that conflict. He served as a mounted
trooper in the WA police Force from 1906
until 1911, being stationed as far afield as
Derby and Southern Cross. Former police
constable James persisted with an
adventurous life – he joined the 1st AIF and
was a member of an artillery outfit in World
War 1 (7).
His younger brother Edward had fought
alongside him in the Boer War, then went on
to serve as a Lance Corporal in the famous
10th Light Horse Regiment during the World
War. To complete the picture, four other
Cunningham brothers – Alexander, John,
William and Frederick (who wrote about
good times and bad in the Governor’s
service) also served in the artillery in the
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same
conflict,
whether
as
noncommissioned officers or privates (8). All six
brothers survived to return to WA – a
remarkable achievement in itself and
probably a difficult one to match in any State
of the Commonwealth.
Jean McDonald, Convenor,
Peter Conole, Police Historian
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GENERAL MEETING
Saturday 15TH July
Time: 1.00

Field Trip
October Meeting
Saturday 14 October
Thanks to our EPG member, Mr David
Meadowcroft who suggested and helped
organise our October Meeting. This meeting will
be held in the form of a Field Trip to York. We
will be visiting various EPG relevant sites on our
coach trip to York. Lunch will be in York. Cost
is $35.00 per person including morning tea.
(Bring your own lunch).
The Field Trip will leave May St at 8.45am and
return approximately 5.00pm.
Places will be strictly limited so be prepared to
get in early!

Place: Army Museum of Western
Australia,
Artillery
Barracks,
Burt Street, Fremantle
Speaker: Medals Curator –

Graham Donley
Entrance Fee: $6 to the Army Museum which
includes afternoon tea. Parking is available on
the grounds of the Army Museum, which is free.
Sorry no access for the disabled as the meeting
will be held upstairs.

1. Fremantle Army Museum
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Serendipity

went up Wanneroo Road

ser·en·dip·i·ty n. pl.
ser·en·dip·i·ties
1. The faculty of making
fortunate discoveries by
accident.
2. The fact or occurrence
of such discoveries.
3. An instance of making
such a discovery.

towards Lancelin, then
across the back roads to
Bindoon for a drink break.
Again on a back road to
Toodyay,
where
we
stopped for “morno” with
some friends.

In 2004, as part of the new
graduated motor driver’s
licence
program,
my
youngest son needed to
complete 25 hours of
chaperoned
driving
experience.
Keen to ensure he was
able to drive in the county,
I
offered
him
the
opportunity of a “trip to
York”.
Keen to ‘king hit’ his
outstanding hours, (instead
of the usual 15-30 minute
session) he rapidly agreed.
So off we set. First we

Another back road saw us
reach Northam, where I
had arranged to have lunch
in the local restaurant with
another friend. We were
just about to leave, when I
was stopped by a work
colleague from 20 years
earlier! Needless to say
we stayed a bit longer!
Then it was a short trip
down to York. My intention
was to just go to the local
Cemetery and search for
the graves of Enrolled
pensioner guard Job Bailey
(GGF) and his family.
We were heading up the
road towards the cemetery
and coming to a stop sign,

www.wags.org.au/groups/
sigepg.html
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Job Bailey’s Cottage 21 Poole St, York

when having reminded my son that
stopping, meant the car did not move
in relation to the road, when I
happened to glance left …And there,
swinging from its holder, was a sign I’d
never even considered: “Job Bailey’s
Cottage”. Of course, he never got to
drive further at that stage, as we
hopped out and looked at the outside
of the residence. It was displaying
“Under Offer” on the For Sale signs.
Having taken quite a few photos, I was
still lurking around when the (then)
owner arrived home. After a discussion
on our links to the house, she
proceeded to give us the grand tour.
She and her husband had done up the
cottage, taking the plaster back to
display the brick in some rooms and
reproducing the local mud wall
coverings in others. A two-storey
addition had been placed on the east
side of the very small cottage, well in
keeping with the style of the building.
In a magnificent gesture, I was given
old documents and plans relating to
the building and its occupants to take
back to Perth and copy!
I was also directed to two other
buildings that Job and family had been
involved with and also another area
where some of his original land grant
was on sale…

several graves that I expected, and
some I didn’t.
Particularly happy, we headed back to
Perth arriving some 11 hours after we
started. Thankfully my son appreciated
what he had seen and had also taken
another 6 hours off his total!
…Serendipity…
Word History: We are indebted to the
English author Horace Walpole for the
word serendipity, which he coined in
one of the 3,000 or more letters on
which his literary reputation primarily
rests.
In a letter of 28th January 1754,
Walpole says that “this discovery,
indeed, is almost of that kind which I
call Serendipity, a very expressive
word.” Walpole formed the word on an
old name for Sri Lanka, Serendip.
He explained that this name was part
of the title of “a silly fairy tale, called
The Three Princes of Serendip: as
their highnesses travelled, they were
always
making
discoveries,
by
accidents and sagacity, of things which
they were not in quest of....”
Ian Barnes

Unfortunately, unless I win the lotto …
Amusing my son was the height of the
cottage doors, my youngest who at the
stage was slightly smaller than I, had
to duck to get through any of the doors
in the cottage. (The owner was
probably smaller than Job!)
After taking even more photographs,
we continued onto the Cemetery,
where we were able to locate the
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CONVENOR’S REPORT
With the increasing pace of everyday
existence, there is still time to stop and
take an occasional look at nature at
work.
My home is walking distance from a
lake, but usually I just drive by on my
way to ‘somewhere’. One day this
week a pair of proud black swans and
their six handsome baby cygnets took
control of the roadway by the lake.
This
determined
small
flock
meandered across the grass verge and
them ambled across the road to their
destination – a potential training
exercise in foraging for their food.
I paused and watched in wonder and
then pondered –
Did our Pensioner Guard ancestors
have the time to stop and reflect?
Did they see food potential in the
common Swan River Black Swan?
Did they all adapt to the strange new
world as those baby cygnets would?
Family research is a pathway to
answering many of those questions.
Members of the Enrolled Pensioner
Guard Group have certainly embraced
such a course with their compilation of
profiles of their ancestor.
Those
profiles donated to the Group
Resource Files have assisted others in
their efforts.
As with all family histories there were
those in the Pensioner Guard Force
who could not endure the privations
they endured and left the Colony at the
first opportunity. Some resorted to
solace in alcohol and petty crime in a
vain effort to relieve their situation.
Perhaps we will never know the fate of
many of the men who arrived as
guards for the convicts. However, in
many cases, years of service in the
British Army helped to prepare those

who enrolled to become Pensioner
Guards in their efforts to adjust to
unforeseen
and
unfamiliar
surroundings.
At our General Meeting in July, held at
the Army Museum of Western
Australia, an example of those years of
service in the British Army was
touched on in a very interesting and
informative presentation by Medals
Curator, Graham Donley.
Members were given an insight into the
particular medals that may have been
won by their Pensioner Force
ancestors. An added interest on the
day was being able to see and handle
the actual medals or miniature copies
of medals still in the possession of
descendants.
The Enrolled Pensioner Guard Group
participated in the National Family
History Week during the first week in
August. A presentation at the Seminar
Day by yours truly and Jeanette Lee
received general acclaim. The next day
the Group was well represented by Ian
Barnes and Ric Smith when they ably
‘manned a table’ offering information
about
Pensioner
Guards
and
suggestions on how to use the
resources in WAGS Library to help in
their research.
A reminder of the next opportunity to
meet members of the Group – an
organized bus trip to York, visiting
relevant sites en route. Information on
page seven, in this Newsletter.
Jean McDonald
Convenor
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PENSIONERS, POLICE OFFICERS AND THE CATALPA
The escape of a number of Irish
political prisoners (usually termed
Fenians) by sea on the American ship
‘Catalpa’ in 1876 was one of the more
romantic episodes of our colonial
history. From September 18 to
December 3 of this year (2006) an
exhibition called ‘Escape! Fremantle to
Freedom’ will be held at Fremantle
Prison to commemorate the incident.
The episode remains controversial and
is a good starting point for discussion
of a number of related subjects (1).
The attitude of members of the
Enrolled Pensioner Force (EPF) and
their families is worth considering. The
former British soldiers who made up
the EPF were in many cases of Irish
origin themselves. We can start from
the
top.
Commandant
Robert
Crampton was the son of a prominent
Church
of
Ireland
clergyman.
Crampton was also Chief of Police in
WA from 1866-1867, which leads to
another issue. Both of his successors
also had Irish connections – one of
them was Matthew Smith, who married
into a notable Irish military family (the
Nolans) and was Commandant of the
Enrolled Guard (which replaced the
EPF) while serving as Police
Commissioner (2).
As for the men they led, in regard to
the Police Force, quite a few EPF men
joined, while a startling number of
colonial officers were the sons of EPF
members.
It is reasonable to assume that the
attitudes of some of these men were
ambiguous. Many old soldiers had
been recruited from the villages of
impoverished parts of Ireland. Service
in the army gave them a way out of
poverty – regular pay, freedom from
debt (and unfortunate or unhappy
marriages), adventure, mateship and

the certainty of a military pension if
they left the army under honourable
circumstances. Historians of the 19th
century British Empire would have
trouble finding more than a handful of
pro-Fenian ‘activists’ in the army; Irish
officers and rank-and-filers more than
covered the cost of their wages and
rations in terms of loyal service to the
Crown (3).
There is oral tradition that a few EPF
members serving in 1876 may have
covertly sympathised with the Fenian
prisoners and had ‘eyesight problems’
during the whole sequence of events
leading to the escape. Some direct
concerns are on record at a high level
in regard to the attitudes of a couple of
sons of former police officers or EPF
men in the 1870s – in one instance
mail was intercepted by the colonial
authorities (4). Although he was
completely cleared by a Government
Enquiry into the escape, one senior
public official of Irish descent - the
Superintendent of Fremantle Prison was so depressed about suspicions
and affronts to his personal honour that
he made a serious attempt at suicide
and retired into private life (5).
Of course, the ambiguity issue needs
to be remembered – yet it is safe to
assume that the EPF members and the
police directly involved in trying to
prevent the escape of the Fenians, or
who went out on the ‘Georgette’ to
intercept the ‘Catalpa’, obeyed orders
willingly and did their duty as required.
Nobody suggested otherwise and it is
worth noting that the Fenian movement
was not universally supported by Irish
people
or
immigrants,
despite
suspicions which were aired publicly in
WA at the time (6).
It is unfortunate that so far a complete
list of the EPF members involved in
trying to prevent the escape of the
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Fenians has not been tracked down.
Still, thanks to the intensive research of
Mollie Bentley, we know who the police
officers were.
These are some of the personalities
involved, in this case the police officers
who were associated directly with the
EPF or who were the sons of EPF
members:
Constable Henry Cable, born in Ireland
and the son of EPF member Joseph
Cable – either he or his brother John
(also a constable) went out on the
‘Georgette’ to chase the ‘Catalpa’.
Lance Corporal (later Sergeant) John
Connor, born in Ireland, the son of
James Connor of the EPF and the
brother of future police inspector
James Connor– he was also with the
police party on the ‘Georgette’.
Lance Corporal (later Sergeant) John
Patrick Cunningham – another officer
who was on the ‘Georgette’. He was
born in Canada and is very likely to
have been the son of one the
Cunningham EPF members.
Constable William Doran – the son of
James Doran (probably an Irishman) of
the EPF, active as a police despatch
rider during the escape of the Fenians.
Constable (later Sergeant) John
McKay – also Irish born and the son of
John McKay of the EPF, he went in
pursuit of the Fenians but remained on
land.
Constable (later Inspector) Daniel
O’Connell – of Irish origin and a former
member of the EPF, he was active
around Rockingham in the drama of
1876.
Superintendent Matthew Skinner Smith
– Chief of police in WA during the
‘Catalpa’ incident, later Commandant
as well of the Enrolled Guard, which
consisted of former EPF members.

the Connor brothers (see above), he
was English-born and was on patrol
south of Mandurah during 1876.
Constable William White – the son of
English EPF member William White,
he was also at work around
Rockingham
during
the
Fenian
episode. (7)
An interesting sidelight on this exotic
episode in our history is that other
former British soldiers who had no EPF
connections were also caught up in the
business – one of them (Robert
McAuliffe) being a ‘secret agent’ who
joined the WA Police afterwards. If any
members have EPF or policing
ancestors who were active at the time,
or directly involved in the ‘Catalpa’
incident, please contact us with the
details.
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Constable (later Corporal) Alexander
Urquhart – the son of William Urquhart
of the EPF and the brother-in-law of
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Enrolled Pensioner
John Clayton
(The Veterans,
Hesperian Press)

F.H.

Broomhall,

John Clayton had served with the 80th
Regiment and held the rank of
Corporal with a pension of 1/8 ½ per
diem.
John Clayton purchased Swan
location 330 of 40 acres for 10/-per
acre on 16 August 1861
In 1881 he was back in Fremantle
living in No. 2 Barracks when he was
issued items from the Quartermasters’
store.
From the Police Occurrence books we
also find:
On May 1, 1868 two convicts on their
way from Fremantle Prison to join the
Point Walter work camp stopped off
near Bicton to commit a burglary at the
home of J. Clayton, pensioner, for
which they had six months added to
their sentences.
John Clayton was also the owner of
the house in which a murder was
committed in 1871. At the time John
was working in Perth and he was
awarded damages of two pounds for
the period the house was under police
investigation.
The Pioneers’ index records a John
Clayton died aged sixty-six in 1891.
Jeanette Lee

The Herald Saturday June 26th, 1880
Page 2 Column 4
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ENROLLED PENSIONER GUARD
SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP
YORK BUS TOUR
Saturday 14th October 2006
PROGRAMME
Suggested requirements for tour:




Packed Lunch – Morning Tea will be supplied
Comfortable walking shoes
Hat

8.45 A.M.

Meet at W.A. Genealogical Society Premises,
48 May Street, Bayswater.
PLEASE NOTE: Park in May Street, not in Genealogical
Society Premises.

9.00 A.M.

Depart from May Street, Bayswater

Short Walk - Bilgomen Well and Ruins
off Great Eastern Highway.
Morning Tea and Comfort Stop - Mundaring
Short Walk – Sand Springs and ruins of Depot,
Great Southern Highway.
Short Walk – St. Ronan’s Well, Great Southern Highway.
LUNCH - York Reserve on the bank of the Avon – Toilets available
After Lunch –
 Tour around Pensioner Guard cottages in York –
 If your ancestor was granted land, please advise EPG Group in
advance.
 Visit York Cemetery - if you have ancestors buried there, please
advise EPG Group in advance.
 If time permits a walk through York townsite.
Depart for Bayswater – Estimated Time of Arrival 5:00 p.m.
Thanks to David Meadowcroft for organising this day.
Jean McDonald
Convenor

EPG Gazette October 2006
7

GRAHAM DONLEY’S
PRESENTATION
It was great to see so many at our last
General Meeting, which was held at the
Fremantle Museum. Graham Donley
presented a talk on Medals. This was a
wonderful way to conclude Ron Sutton’s
excellent articles on Medals.
I found it fascinating to actually handle
the medals, inside their plastic envelopes;
especially the medals my Pensioner
Guard could have worn.

2007 GENERAL MEETINGS
1:00pm
FEBRUARY
WAGS

Saturday 17th Unit 4

APRIL Saturday 21st Annual General
Meeting Unit 4 WAGS
JULY Saturday 21st
OCTOBER Saturday 20th

Thanks to both Graham and Ron.
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