
Love for his family. Enrolled Pensioner Guard (EPG), Irishman Benjamin Shemels 1832-1909, joins 
the army as 14yo following in his father’s footsteps. 
 
He serves 21 years in the 73rd regiment - 9 of them overseas - 5 years in South Africa, 3 years in India 
and 1 year in China. In South Africa, in Ben’s words “we had nothing to do but eat and drink” before 
they were shipped to India where he saw action in jungle fighting and was awarded the Indian 
Mutiny Medal. 
 
Unscathed, he then returns to England and stationed at Chatham in Kent he meets widow of 
Crimean War Veteran James Creamer – Maria – she has three young children. Ben and Maria marry 
in 1870. Soon after Ben “goes to pension” and by 1873 they have decided to come to WA, Ben as an 
EPG on the Naval Brigade. With Maria and three children they set out, sadly the oldest of the three 
children James dies of meningitis on the Naval Brigade voyage, leaving daughters Elizabeth and Mary 
as his surviving adopted children. 
 
Interested in civic affairs and along with others, Ben writes to support the successful candidacy of 
Barrington Clarke Wood for Mayor of Fremantle in 1884 who later is a member of WA’s Legislative 
Assembly. At about the same time Ben builds several houses on his Attfield Street, Fremantle land 
granted to him for his EPG service. These are passed on to Maria’s daughters husbands Godfrey 
Dixon and John McNeece and Ben and wife Maria live with them and see out a productive life as 
loved family and respected members of the Fremantle community. 
 
Check him out: https://enrolledpensionerforcewa.org.au/epf-profiles/s/shemels-shemelds-semelds-
benjamin-73rd-regiment/  
 

  
 



 
 

 


