To be or not to be an Enrolled Pensioner Guard (EPG)? On average an EPG waited 5 years after their
army discharge before making the journey to WA, however:

o A “baker’s dozen” waited more than 20 years

e 150 waited only a year or so

e Some did not make it to WA - the EPG Group knows of at least 7 who died on the voyage out
e There were some who were due to come to WA but did not set sail!

The most infamous such case occurred on a Sunday, June 1°t 1856 aboard the Runnymede whilst it
lay in Plymouth Sound loading convicts, its EPGs being mostly recruited from Dartmoor Prison.

Murder on the Runnymede! EPG-to-be Corporal William Nevin murdered Runnymede’s Sgt Major
Ben Robinson who died that same Sunday.

At an inquest next day aboard the Runnymede Nevin pleaded "not guilty, it happened by accident".

This plea falling on deaf ears, two months later, a contrite and by then confessed 44-year-old Nevin

was hung in front of 5,000 people on August 11. It was one of 17 English hangings that year - he was
buried at Cornwall’s Bodmin prison.

Ben Robinson did not die immediately, the bullet taking off a finger before entering his stomach — he
cried out “l am shot”. As he lay dying in the arms of his subordinate Fenton Kinniard (Kenna), asking
Kenna not to hold so tight.

Ben was buried 4™ June 30 miles away at Stoke Demeral in Devon where there was a large military
hospital. Patients and/or bodies could be brought directly to the hospital by boat and dropped off on
the landing point, which seems to have been Ben’s fate. In any event, the Runnymede sailed the
next day ... (no mucking about back then).

Tragically, Ben and Nevin were both married with 5 and 4 children respectively.
Four EPGs-to-be were required at Nevin’s trial and did not travel to Fremantle1856 - Fenton Kinniard
(Kenna), William Comer, Joseph and Daniel Sullivan — the latter three then came to WA aboard the

1857 Clara.

Three Sergeants sailed on the Runnymede although which, if any, were a replacement for Robinson
is not clear ... check the Runnymede out:

https://enrolledpensionerforcewa.org.au/ships/runnymede/
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THE LATE MURDER IN PLYMOUTH
SOUND. I

PLYMOUTH, Tvespay.

An inquest was held yesterday on board the Runnymede
convict ship, lying in the Sound, on the bedy of Sergeant-
major Benjamin Robinson, a Lrief account of whose death
was noticed in the Moruing Post of Monday.

The jury was selected from the crew of the vessel, and
after a brief charge from Mr. W. Rundle, the coroner op
Sultash, they proceeded to view the body. On their return
info Court the following evidence was adduced :—

Fenton Kennersaid—I am a pensioner of the 5Gth Foot, I
doing duty as gusrd on board the Ruannymede conviet-ship.
About three o’elock on Sunday afternoon I was sitting on

. tbe main deck, when I heard the decensed (Sergeant-major
Robinson) ecall out for Corporal Nevin. On Nevia ap- i
proaching, I heard deeceased say, “ Bring that man up for !
parade,” referriog to a man named Sullivan. I saw Nevin |
#0 to the gangway, and he called for Suilivan, who, in aboat !
aminute afterwards, came on the qnarter-deck. Sullivan
held up his firelock in both hands, and then wheeling ahout |

' went up the ladder to the sergeant-major. The deceased |
took the firelock out of Sullivan’s hauds and proceeded |
to examine it. Nevin walked up the ladder after
Eullivan with his musket in his hand. When he got to |
the head of the ladder, I saw him take a pace forwards, and |
stooped bLis body on ouwe side. 1 immediately heard the |

"report of a gun, and I saw smoke about Sergeant-major

* Robinson, who exclaimed, * Oh, God! I'm shor!'” He fell
on the deck, and I then heard lim again exclaim, “ Oh! |

my God! I'm dead.” Upon this I ran across the quarter-
deck, and seized the prisoner as he came to the ladder. I |

{ caught him by the neck and arm. He said to me, ** Kenner, }
let me go; don’t lake such hold of me. I've done it, but

! I’ve been drove to it.” Nevin was about four vards from l
the deceased when I heard the report of the gun. The

deceased did not say who shot him, but that he had been
shot. T have been doing duty with Nevin and the deceased |

! ut Dartmoor pricon ; there was a bad feeling existing be- l

| tween then. I was on parade at Dartmoor one day, about
five months ago, when Nevin was late for inspection, and |
he fell in at my left. The deceased was inspecting us, and he |
told Nevin that be was dirty, that Le had not bis appoint-
ments, and that he was not to come on parade like it again.

He told him that he was more like a militiaman coming on

parade than like a soldier. On Nevin’s return to Liis barrack
room, about five iinutes after, be said, “ The next time he |

(Robinson) finds fault with me, I’ll put a ball in my piece, |

and blow it through him.” I have not heard Nevin use any |
threats since that time. I reported what Nevin had said to
the deceased, nbout a week afterwards; Nevin was present
when I did so. He denied that he said anything of the
kind, and the matter then dropped. Since I have been on
board this ship, I have hieard the prisoner complsin that he
was put upon, and drove about. He did not make use of

Robioson’s name in cemplaining.

In cross-examination, the witness acknowledged that hoth
he and Nevin appeared together before the sergeant-major,
when at Dartmoor, to complain of eack other. Nevin also
ﬁut questions to the witness, in the endeavour toshow that

is gun exploded accidentally, in consequence of the lock |
catching in a hen-coop that was lying on the deck; but he
failed in showing such to be the case. Atahe conclusion
of this witness's evidence, the jury proceeded to the quar-
ter-deck to examine the spot where the prisoner had stood
when the gun was fired, and they expressed themselves
satisfied that the gun ceuld not have touched the hen-conp.

Several other witnesses were examined in corroberation
of Fenton’s evidence. Sullivan, the man who was showing
his firelock to the sergeant-major at the time the fatal shot
was fired, stated that the bullet passed close ta his head, !
shattered the stock of his gun, carried away one of Rotin-
son's fingers, and eutered his (Robinson’s) hody.

After hearing the medical evidence the jury retired, and
after a bhiief deliberntion, returned a verdict of & Wilful .
murder” against Nevin. The prisoner was then committed,
on the coroner’s warrant, to Bodmin gaol, 1o take his trial
at the ensning assizes for the county of Cornwall.

Robinson, who was nhout 46 years of age, has left a wife

and five children. The prisoner is also married, and has
four children.

EXECUTION OF NEVAN AT BODMIN

WILLIAM NEVAN, convicted st the Cornwall Assizes, on
the 3uth wit., of the wilful dor of Lheng Hobanwn, o
lwmrd the convict ship, * Runnymede,” w Mymouth 5 and,
within the jurisliction of umlerwent the wiirvme
rndl; of the law, ou the drop, in freat of the County (ul, a2
bedunin, vu Momdyy lat. The prisoner after the Lws st
days of bis cutalemaation gave wpall bopes or desire of &
rvprieve, aud began to prepare for bis awful fate. e discanded
Tim ples of sccident, bat stated on severnl vocssivos that be hal
T driven bo the owmnission of the crime, by the baesh and
ootlnct of bis victim. He w..ﬂ truly penitent,
lore the prspect of his execntion with calm resiznative.
Novan, s wo staled bt werk, was & Joman Cathelic, amd t'e
coustant atbentin of the Mev, Mr. Shortlaml, the Roman
Cathuolie *iest, of the Cormeall Missbon, st Bealini

attended in the condemned cell, aned jotmsed in fervent prayer
wiml canversation with the munlerer, Lay last, (in sovend.
ance with the castotn of this Coanty,) befng 1he da follw ing
the seoon] Sumday after sontener, was the Jday fved foe the ee-
wothm.  Awl erly in meeming, the convict's cell was
sikeckal, snd the Lewefit of his priet auodol hin, msl e
Voman Ustholic conoimeny of extrome soction was sdoninistereal.
It bk the dusive of the culpriz to address the maltitnde
when be oz on the drop, arreagements were wade and the
fumecral b fn consmguence was § l & fow minates
exficr tham maal At 10 wismtes t 12, the procesiou was

frmed 2t the condewmmnal cell i the folbwing onler,
Javelin Maun, Prieat and Prisoner. Javelin Man.
g Umlersientd &

Guvernor.

3

Javcle Sea.

Turskeys, &c.

The executioner Calerv it baving previewaly procendal tn the
eell awd podemal the prisoncy, in scoadance with his final in-
, stracthns roorivel froum the l.'eulcrhﬂun:& ]‘ult:' L. lmﬂu.
Esp) the priswscry, on passing (0 the scaflibd, was ™
nyf"lu-hy fuws boem @ very trying duy ; Satan has besn very
peowerful, but thank Ged be has not boen able to congoer.” The
processhon. in the shove under proceciel wn its way tirough the
Lmumm pnmnrnh ulunw“:ll:ﬂbﬂ .I!I:

fruzales eocunying the upgar ooart, t risners i
hrwer. =Ml apyp " Iy fusy | by the swfal
solemnnily they witiessal, with the cxeeption of Jose, whe it
will be revsernbena!, was tried ot the ket Assipes for wilful
usurder, but gemvictid ouly of the crimee of manslaazhter ;| be
il ot betray the slightost emation or appear in the least af-
fected, sl lure the same stolid & ar s he p el
thrvughont the trial. The procession at length arvived at the
steyrabeasding tothe press room, wkich the priscrasoenbed nnsup-
ported, sl asbe baddose 2l Uheway fron thecell, w alkol wit live-
warkable Lrmoes 1

theuzhit | would shioot lin, and | dd s™ A2 3 wivates to 12
be mesde lis mee oti the drop, dressad i the sone regi
meenital chit hes wire 2t lris triad, sisl aronnd bis seck o
cucifiz. The executioner won 1ade his unid the
pricst ved the barial sevvice amidst the tolling of the clmye!
. bell, The pni rrfpmhluln-h:upr:fﬂ. Caleraft nimbl
e v IE white cap as wenal, mljestal the rope, a-lohuui
with him, to which the priwner repliod * God bless
you,” ad Legan to addros the moltitude below in the follows
g tervas :—= | ackwewlelge the jusiness of wmy sentence.
nm-mhhrlﬂ!lumlwldnhin'n 1
IL:E my death will be o satisfaction to my country. VPray
warning by my unbappy fate. 0% may the Lond have
merey o wy soul ! Jloly wother of G, and all the ssints,
inzercude fur me ! Ilrf-ﬂahuhnlal::lmplin be in lap-
pimes,”  The pricst coutintal reading the burial service, and
2 be cune to the wonds “Jous veoeive Lis soul”

the primaer skl “ Amen; way the Lond Freerve w;
soul” The bolt was them druwwn, sl the |.numl‘nul;
kel and the wretched 1oan, streggling convalsively fur twe

winutes, during which tine ke dyew up his budy four tiues,
cezsal to exist.

The exccution was witnessed by ot least 5,000 porsons, s much
wcaller numbes than wis present at theexeruticnof Holman in
April, 1555 The greater portion appessed to bear = rospecta-
lde apprarance, and coopreed loth seocs sl all ages. The
Town, a2 Lhe thine of the execution, wes pesfectly quict; Let
before and after, the streets prescnted the ajpearnme of o
Whitsma-fais-day, atd we olserved statioed on the Mocuts
fully a s'sow | The Inws were Glled 1o excess ; but, with the |

¢ Cocplion: of ope fight, m wioch one of the parties was cup-
' turcd amd put te the leck-up, everything pessed off witheut |
any dbturbamce. The conduct of the speanblsge a1 the tiug
¢ of the exevution was orderly amd goiet. The rusmiway inme-
distely in foomt of the mol was not larricaded, ns ut the last
! evecution, but foa distasceol 20vands, Larmers were crected aml
| 2 fell sugply of javelin neen statioasl to keep back the crowid.
| The baxiy aflur mangiog the il tinee, was takien into the press.
| oo, An inchdent eocarred atthis staze of the proocedings—that
I the sextun Evansou rewmoning the cup, cut olf several handafull
!-ﬂnir,wlupnilllhﬂvjdu’&llh;i:,n!hm &e at
! the execution of Elison.  The budy was placed in o cuffin ad
ied i & waste place within the walls of the priss,
i



