
THE SINCLAIRS and RINGWOODS 
 

THE RINGWOODS 
 

 
 
Jeffrey Ringwood and Mary Ann Cumerford were Irish. Little is known of Mary Ann’s family 

history. 

 
Jeffrey was one of ten children born to Geoffrey Ringwood and Bridget Harbourne who 

married 1796, she has three children from a previous marriage. 
 

The Harbournes date back to Irish gentry, however by the time we descend to our Jeffrey 

Ringwood there is no wealth … more like ingrained poverty. 
 

Our Jeffrey was born in Castledermot in County Kildare and had nine brothers and sisters 
including a brother Langham1. 

 

   
Castledermot 

 

His ancestors are from Moone, Simonstown and Tinoran all close to Castledermot where the 
first Irish Parliament sat in the 1200s. Some notes for his ancestors: 

 

• According to the Hearth Money Rolls for Co. Wicklow, dated 1668, William Harborne 
born 1630 has 5 chimneys and was considered prosperous. 

 
1 Langham is identified in the Harbourne Family tree website http://familytreemaker.genealogy.com/users/h/a/r/Vicky-M-Harbourne/ by 
Vicki Harbourne but does not show Jeffrey. However, there is a 3-year gap between the marriage date given on this site for Geoffrey and 

Bridget and the first child recorded at Castledermot, so it is likely that Jeffrey given his birthplace identified by his son-in-law is part of this 
family. He also turns up in the 1841 census with Langham. 

http://familytreemaker.genealogy.com/users/h/a/r/Vicky-M-Harbourne/


• In 1707, Jeffrey Harbourne who married Martha Bennet was at Moyle Abbey, along with 

Charles Mottley, leased 750 acres in Moone and later leased land in Simonstown from the 
Earl of Kildare 

 
Our Jeffrey, not from such a wealth background, chooses to join the army and aged 21, enlists 

in the 13th Regiment of the Foot: 
 

1800 Born, Castledermot, Kildare, Ireland 

1/8/1821 Attested (enlisted) County Carlow, Ireland, 13 Regiment of Foot 

1/8/1821 Occupation: Baker, Private No 235 

25/12/1822 Transferred to 58th Regiment of Foot 

4/5/1827 Promoted to Corporal 

3/4/1828 Birth of son John, Hampshire England 

1/8/1829 To Ceylon, 58th Regiment 

30/5/1829 Promoted Sergeant 

22/3/1837 Reduced to Private 

25/6/1839 Returns from Ceylon to England, 58th Regiment 

3/7/1839 Granted one distinguishing mark/medal 

31/1/1840 Birth of daughter Catherine, Hampshire England 

1840 Birth of daughter Mary 

7/6/1841 Scottish Census, Edinburgh, 58th Regiment 

23/10/1841 Granted second distinguishing mark/medal 

9/11/1842 Discharged, Dublin, Ireland, rank Private 

1844 Birth of son James, dies young 

24/5/1845 Birth of daughter Julia, Dublin Ireland 

1850
2
 Enlistment Enrolled Pensioner Force ( E.P.F ): c.1850 England  

28/6/1851 Arrives WA, “Pyrenees” Fremantle aged 51 

1862 Wife Mary Ann dies 

20/1/1865 Date Discharge ( E.P.F ): unfit, Perth Western Australia , Previous Regiment : 13th , 

58th Regiment Regimental Number: 235  

12 May 1877  Died aged 77 Informant John Sinclair, son-in-law - Spouse: Mary-Ann  

 

His Regimental Record cover sheet follows showing some of the above information: 
  

 
2 http://freepages.history.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~garter1/index.htmhttp://freepages.history.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~garter1/index.htm  

http://freepages.history.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~garter1/index.htmhttp:/freepages.history.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~garter1/index.htm


  



The 1841 Scottish census records Jeffrey and some family members at Edinburgh castle: 
 

• Jeffrey, soldier aged 40: born Ireland (therefore born1796-1801) 

• Langham, soldier aged 20 born Ireland (therefore born 1816-1821) 

• Mary age 35 born Ireland (therefore born 1801-1806) 

• Mary age 1 born England born 1840 (no birth record has been found) 

 

 

 
 

Jeffrey and Langham being on the census may be coincidental but the circumstantial evidence 

points to them as relatives.  



In 1849, the British Government and the Western Australian Legislative Council agreed to 
send convicts to the Swan River Colony. The majority of colonists opposed convict labour 

but the Legislative Council of the late 1840s was in the pastoralists' favour - their view carried.  
 

Convicts also meant the introduction of members of the Enrolled Pensioner Force who acted 
as guards on the convict ships. 

 

The Enrolled Pensioner Force was made up of British army veterans who had completed their 
period of service, or been retrenched or wounded, and had been placed on a small pension 

and were enrolled under the command of a half-pay officer in their own locality. The 
Pensioner force took over many of the roles of the line regiments serving in WA - that allowed 

transfer elsewhere.3 

 
Jeffrey and his wife Mary came to Australia aboard the Pyrenees convict ship. The passenger 

list of the “Pyrenees” also shows the Ringwoods. 

 

Jeffrey and Mary Ann’s decision to migrate to Australia was informed by the offer being made 
to many discharged servicemen to join the Pensioner Force. 

 

Life in the mid-nineteenth century British Army was harsh. Soldiers mainly recruited from the 
rural working class - their barracks were squalid and overcrowded.  

 
Daily rations consisted of a pound of bread and coffee for breakfast and three quarters of a 

pound of boiled meat for lunch. They earned a basic wage of a shilling a day but little was left 

after money was deducted for food, laundry, haircuts and medical treatment.  
 

With that in mind, the offer a free passage to a new land, employment and possible grant of 
land would have been an attractive choice for many service pensioners. The Government 

recruited retired soldiers, encouraging them to accompany convicts on their voyages to WA 
- over 1,100 guards to WA. 

 

Ten years after their arrival, Jeffrey and Mary’s daughter Julia was to marry Jack Sinclair in 
Fremantle. Jeffrey received a cottage, served as a baker, enjoyed a drink, was not averse to 

speaking his mind and in later years suffered from varicose veins and rheumatism - this 
required his discharge from the Guard in 1865.  

 
Paid a small pension, in 1875 he elected to have his pension paid in Bunbury, to be with his 

daughter Julia who had moved there in 1870. 

 

Jeffrey’s service notes in WA follow4. 

  

 
3 This unit is not to be confused with the Enrolled Pensioner Guard of Western Australia nor the Veteran Corps . They are very different 

units and served at different times.  
4 The Western Australian dictionary of Warders and Gaolers. 



• RINGWOOD Jeffrey EPF. NW.CE. 

• 1.9.1851. Rations for self, wife and 3 children (1/4 ration). 

• 4.9.1851. Drunk. Suspended. Reinstated on recommendation of VM 

• Occupied cottage vacated by NW Tonkin 5.9.1851. 

• To No 2 Div 17.1.1852. 

• Occupied No 10 Waders Barracks. Lower. 13.9.1852 

• AW. Instg Baker 1.12.1852. 

• Baking duties 11.3.1853. 

• To Bakehouse, alternate Sundays, May. 

• Late 16.5.1853 8 mins. Fined 6d. 

• To NW. 10.6.1853. 

• Bks damage No 10 Cottage 8.7.1853 (1s)  

• To i/c work party 10.7.1853. 

• Sitting down on duty in No 2 Div 2:30am 12.7.1853. Fined 1s. 

• Impertinent to Wdr Linthorne in the execution of his duty 27.1.1853.Admonished.  

• “Attentive. Qualifications as warder indifferent” (CompGen Confidential Report 21.7.1853). 

• Failed to take any notice of Warder Ruthefford who called his attention to the misconduct of prisoners in work party. 

Ringwood claimed they were doing nothing wrong. Admonished. 

• Drunk when marching party to work 1:30pm 16.11.1853. Fined one dys pay. One half remitted 28.1.1854 and 2 mths 

Sunday duty imposed. 

• To public works with probationary prisoners only 2.3.1854. 

• Vacated quarters 16.4.1854. 

• To No 4 Div 1.5.1854. 

• Late 16.5.1854. Fined 3s. Relief guard November. 

• Neglected to bar the main gate 8.2.1855. Cautioned. 

• Gossiping with another officer while two prisoners played checkers in Div 29.3.1855. Fined 1s. W. 

• 1.8.1855. Exertion money 6d pd ending 30.9.1859. 

• Master Baker 27.1.1860. 

• Neglected to see fire was put out in Bakehouse 5.3.1860. Fined is 6d. 

• Recommendation for medical board... A very trustworthy and conscientious and zealous man but his health is now 

completely broken... (Supt CE. 1.2.1861). 

• Medical Board 7.2.1861: unfit for duty. Crippled with varix and rheumatism; also suffers fm a large rupture on the left 

side. Request for gratuity supported... is anxious to obtain [gratuity] instead of a pension, which is scarcely probable he 

will live to enjoy.. .(CompGen 13.2.1861). 

• Unfit for duty 25.3.1861. 

• Exertion money 8d Pd ending 31.3.1861. 

• Health improved since last medical board. 31 yrs service and anxious to remain in the service. Recommendation by 

Supt: “from his excellent spirit, zeal and trustworthiness he is still capable of being usefully employed... in many positions 

in which personal agility is not requisite” ... (Supt. CEI CompGen 7.1.1862). 

• Gratuity £75 authorised 26.8.1861 was not issued. Services retained on understanding that when discharged he will have 

no claim to any gratuity other than that already authorised. 

• Late 11.4.1863. Fined ls6d. 

• Vacate No 7; occupy No 1 Quarters. (S08.23.5.1863). 

• Invalided 3l.5.1865. Old age and infirmity... can no longer carry out the lightest and least responsible duties... (Supt. CE. 

22.5.1865). Aged 65 yrs. Gratuity £75. 

• Applied to have pension payable on 1.4.1876 to be paid in Bunbury. 

 
Mary Ann dies 1862, Jeffrey in 1877 at daughter Julia’s Bunbury home: 

  



Jeffrey and May Ann’s 
children. 

 

• John Ringwood April 3 
1828 dies same year5 

• James Ringwood Jan 12 

1844 sponsors John 

Hughes and Catherine 
Miller, dies as a child 

• Catherine Ringwood 

18406 to 1860 married 

Simon Pritzler in 1857 
in Fremantle, they had 

one daughter Mary 
born 1859 who died 

that year. Catherine 

died the next year in 
1860. Simon appears to 

have been a soldier 
with the 12th regiment 

stationed in Perth and 
later transferred to 

Sydney. A Simon 

Pritzler marries Ann 
Dolan in NSW 1866, if 

it is the same Simon, 
he and Ann had at least 

seven children 

between time of 
marriage and 1880. 

 

 

 

• Mary “Polly” Ann Ringwood7 1840 to 1911 was born England, baptized 1842 at Dublin 

- sponsors John Murphy and Eliza Hanley. Mary appears in the 1841 Scottish census and 

on the ship’s manifest when the family traveled to Australia. Mary first marries James 
Armstrong 1859; he dies 1862 no children. She then married Daniel Harrington on 19h 

April 1864, no children from this marriage. Mary dies in 1911 and Daniel 1927. 

• Julia Ringwood our ancestor, 1845 to 1909 - born Richmond Barracks, Dublin her 
baptismal sponsors John Ringwood and Margaret Handly. 

 

  

 
5 Porstea, Hampshire Roman Catholic Registers James Ringwood and Maria Comerford 
6 ibid 
7 Elizabeth married James Armstrong on March 3 1859 in Fremantle (IGI batch 0970390) 



THE SINCLAIRS and RINGWOODS 
 

SINCLAIRS 

 
 
The Sinclairs are from the Shetland Islands, the area known as Dunrossness, Mainland Island 

at the south of the map below marked “1”. The Shetlands is about 100 islands, 29 inhabited. 

The coastline is so irregular and deeply indented that no spot is 4 miles from the sea. The 
surface is generally bleak and moorish, rising to a maximum altitude of 1475 feet but only in 

a few places higher than 500 ft.  
 

 

They rear large numbers of cattle and sheep of 

native breeds and the small Shetland ponies are 

remarkable for their strength and hardiness. 

Barley, oats, turnips, and potatoes are grown. 
 

The fisheries, especially herring, are of the 
greatest importance, and afford the chief 

employment. The knitting of woolen articles is 

also a great industry.”8  

 

Today, almost 24,000 people live in the Shetland 
Islands, greatly outnumbered by about 30,000 

gannets, 140,000 guillemots, 250,000 puffins, 
300,000 fulmars and, at least 330,000 sheep.  

 

15,000 live on Mainland Island and in its capital 
Lerwick 7,000 “6” left.  

 

The records show the Sinclairs being crofters 

and fishermen at a small collection of crofts at 
Skelberry and later Hillock in Dunrossness, 

about 30 minutes drive from Lerwick. 

 

 
8 Bartholemew's Gazetteer of the British Isles, 1887 



 

A croft is a small agricultural unit rented out to 
farmers/fishermen by a landlord. The rent paid by the 

crofter, except in rare circumstances, was only for the 
bare land of the croft, as the crofter provides the house, 

agricultural buildings and infrastructure. 
 

A typical family unit included grandparents, parents and 

children. The sea, not the land, was the main provider - 
the crofter being a fisherman, seaman or whaler. Work 

on the land in his absence done by his wife and family.  
 

The crofter’s building evolved over many centuries and 

was extremely well adapted to local conditions. 

 

Built and furnished almost entirely of local materials it was as simple 
as possible, consistent with strength and comfort, to facilitate 

maintenance. The house is normally two rooms - the 'ben end' was 
the inner room with the outer room or kitchen end, being the 'but 

end'.  

 
The intercommunicating house, barn and byre a necessary 

arrangement that allowed carrying a light between the units during 
the most severe storm conditions: it is impossible to tend animals in 

total darkness, and matches were not available in those days.  
 

The crofthouse, with thick walls and thatched roof, was a surprisingly 

snug dwelling, warm in winter and cool in summer. Once inside and 
with a good peat fire going, the worst of winter storms, scarcely felt. 

In “but end”, the living room, the family worked, cooked, ate and 

entertained friends and neighbours.  

 

During winter, farming and fishing equipment was made or repaired; 
harnesses, kishies and meshies, simmonds for thatching, fishing lines, 

buoys, nets, clothing, knitwear, yarn and so on. 
 

 
 

Everyone took part - stories told, local gossip discussed, guddicks were solved and the 

traditional knowledge of generations was passed to the young folk. Neighbours dropped in 
and tales told of their voyaging in the far corners of the world. The fiddle was the chief 

musical instrument of the Shetlanders; most men could play and many women also.  

  

 



   
Crofthouse Museum 2019, Joy Knowles centre photo. The tour guide is a friend to the Sinclair descendants who live 

now at Hillock 

 

A good fiddler was always welcome at any fireside. The parents, grandparents and youngest 
children usually slept in the “ben end”. Box beds gave privacy and most “ben ends” had more 

than one bed. The older children usually slept in the barn but the boys up on the loft and the 
girls in another boxbed. 

 

Skelberry a settlement of four or five households on a site that according to local residents9, 
has been continuously occupied for three thousand years, built as it is on top of a Pictish 

“broch” or fortified settlement, the like of which there are scores in Shetland - Skelberry 
1900s: 

 

   
 

Today: 

 

 
The Barn 2019 

  

 
9 John Sinclair b 1944’s visit in 1995 



Locals10 cannot remember when Sinclairs lived at Skelberry, but point out a typical "dry-
walled" stone-layered building behind the “Black” house known as "Thomas Sinclair's barn".  

 
The first link to Skelberry mentioned in Western Australia is in the “Dictionary of West 

Australians11” stating Jack Sinclair’s grandfather Thomas and father George are Skelberry born.  
 

The earliest record found is the marriage of Thomas Sinclair of Skelberry to Margaret Brown 

19 November 179512 over 220 years ago: 
 

 
 
Thomas Sinclair and Margaret Brown have seven13 children, all born Skelberry including 

George Sinclair 180414 (Jack’s father) his baptism: 

 

 
 

The 1841 census shows Thomas Sinclair and wife Margaret Brown living at Skelberry with 

their son Thomas Jnr all their other children had moved elsewhere by this time. The two 
Toms, fishermen and crofters15. 

 
There are 34 residents of Skelberry all linked through family – an analysis of the 1841 census: 

 

 
10 ibid 
11 Rika Erickson 
12 GROS 003/00 00001 Frame no FR193, the register piece is deteriorated reads “ Nov 19th [1795] [Thomas Sinclair Skelberry w[as 
married …. To] Margaret Brown in B[…]”.  
13 John Sinclair b 1944 analysis 
14 GROS 003/00 00001 Frame no FR119, IGI has birth as 5th November Nov .5 Thos. Sinclair in Skelb. Had a [child by his wife] Marg. Brown 

and ….. was called George”.  
15 Laurie Sinclair’s Norseman story, John Sinclair b 1944 and various census records 



 
• Thomas Sinclair lives here with wife Margaret Brown 

• Margaret’s brother William Brown is a resident with his wife Janet Harper 

• Janet Harper has two brothers with families here - George and Andrew. 

• George Harper lives with his aunt Marion - her sister Margaret is married to Nicol 

Sinclair who is the father of George Harper’s wife Margaret. 
 

It has not been possible to establish a strong relationship between: 
 

• Christopher Brown and his family to the others 

• Nicol Sinclair (1755) and our Thomas Sinclair (1770) but probably Thomas’ father or 
uncle 

 
The 1851 census for Skelberry has Thomas and Margaret still living with son Thomas. 

However, Thomas the elder is now listed as being dependent on his son: 

 
It is likely that our Thomas died between 1851 and 1854 wife Margaret dies 1859 aged 85 at 

Skelberry - son Tom Jnr present: 



 
 

It is said16 Thomas Sinclair’s family lived St Ninian’s Isle and left when the “peat” for fuel on 
the island was exhausted. It is a small island off the west coast of Dunrossness linking to 

Shetland mainland at Bigton by a sand bar (tombolo) it is the largest British sand tombolo. 
The island was settled in pre-norse times and the remains of an old chapel are still visible 

including Pictish inhabitation. The last family to live on the island that of Henry Leask, left 

1796.17J 
 

In 1827 Thomas’ son George Sinclair marries Margaret Bain - their children18: 
 

• Alexander Sinclair born and died Skelberry 1828 

• Thomas Sinclair 1829 Skelberry dies 1868 Israelite Bay Western Australia 

• Laurence Sinclair 1831 Skelberry to 1900 Fremantle WA 

• Jessie Sinclair abt 1831/2 Skelberry, last located Edinburgh 1862 

• Jack Sinclair 1833 Skelberry to 1916 Bunbury WA 

• Ann Sinclair 1835 Skelberry to 1919 Hillock Dunrossness 

• George Sinclair b 1839 Hillock dies Hawick, Roxburgh Scottish mainland 

• Margaret Simpson Sinclair Hillock Dunrossness 1843 dies 1925 New Zealand 

• Agnes Sinclair b 1845 Hillock no further information 

 

Based on the birth of the children the family moves from Skelberry to Hillock between 1835 
and 1839. Hillock is still owned by Sinclair descendants through daughter Ann. 

 

Most of the other children move from the Shetland Islands in 1850s / 1860s. The Shetland 
population was at its peak then - 32,000 people, today it is under 24,000 – the reason then 

was migration for better prospects. Three Sinclair brothers come to WA, there are hundreds 
of West Australians descended from these three. 

 
Like most Shetlanders of that era, George and his sons fished using a “ness yoal”, a long open 

boat of Norwegian origin, typical of the region, which could be rowed or sailed.  

 
Living nearby at Brakes is James Mainland and wife Ann Sinclair daughter of George, they 

eventually take over the Hillock residence. In 1887 George Sinclair makes a will in which he 

 
16 The O’Connor and Sinclair Families [a scrapbook of information] Information in photocopy format provided to Fremantle Library Local 

History Section by the great granddaughter of John O’Connor (who married Mary Ann Sinclair daughter of John Sinclair and Julia 
Ringwood) 
17 Wikipedia and Shetlopedia.com  
18 John Sinclair b 1944 analysis excluding Jessie 



states he has been at Hillock 52 years, since 1835 -  he bequests his estate to son-in-law James 
Mainland: 

 

  



  

Hillock 2019 with Joy Knowles above and older pictures below: 
 

   
 
The inheritance is complicated as George’s older sons Jack and Laurence must waive their 

claim to Hillock. In demonstrating his claim James Mainland provides a statement that:  
 

• Hillock was solely in George’s possession 1835 to 1875 at which time George asks James 

to share Hillock 1/3 George and 2/3 James 

• James builds a new house as the croft at the time is unsafe 

• George and wife Margaret continue to live with James and Anne as they are “utterly 

incapable of looking after themselves” 

 
In 1886 Margaret dies and two years later George follows -  James Mainland is present at both 

deaths. 
 

George’s death was reported 31st March in the Shetland Times “at the Hillock, Dunrossness, 

on the 30th aged 84 years. Friends will please accept of this (the only) intimation.”19 
 

In 1890, both Jack and brother Laurie waive their claims to Hillock. 
 

Today, Hillock is still owned by George Sinclair and James Mainland’s descendants, the Leslie 
family who in the past ran Hillock as a holiday place. Jack Sinclair’s waiver is over page.  

 
19 From: "Janice Halcrow" <jghalcrow@btopenworld.com> , Subject: Shetland Times Deaths 1888 , Date: Wed, 16 Feb 2005 18:36:56 -0000 

, SCT-SHETLAND-L Archives 
 



  



Spotlight on the Mainlands20 
 
The Sinclairs' connection to the Mainland family is long-standing. Mary Mainland was married to Thomas Sinclair making her a sister-in-law 

to our Jack Sinclair. Mary Mainland had a younger brother Henry whom Jack Sinclair nominated to come to Australia along with Thomas 
Sinclair and his wife Mary Mainland in 186321 . Ann Sinclair, (Thomas and John’s sister) married another of Mary’s brothers, James. James 
also signed off the death registers for Jack’s father George Sinclair and other members of the family, so he had taken a leadership role 

among the family back in Scotland after the Sinclair brothers had left. Like Sinclair, Mainland is one of the family names common in 
Dunrossness. Mary, James and Henry in italics below children to James Mainland and Mary Bairnson married 1818: 

 

• Janet 22 October 1823 

• Mary 3 January 1826 (married Thomas Sinclair) 

• Ogilvy 20 January 1827 

• Elizabeth Thomson 19 October 1828 

• Sarah 26 October 1830 

• Jammina 8 May 1833 

• James 1 October 1835 (married Ann Sinclair) 

• Henry 16 October 1840 (nominated to come to Australia by John Sinclair) 
 

James Mainland, the father, born in 1794, was himself the only son of another James Mainland who had been born some time before 1772 
(the same generation as the elder Thomas Sinclair), and who had married a Janet Sinclair. 

 
Henry Mainland22 migrated to Australia from the Shetland Islands off the coast of Scotland, aboard the Tartar, on arrival at Fremantle, 

Henry Mainland obtained employment almost immediately as a water policeman, probably with the help of Jack. In 1864, Mainland left the 

Water Police, posted to Greenough as a police constable and he married Mary Butler at Geraldton 1865. Mary Butler (born County 

Heath, Ireland, 1844) had also migrated to Fremantle aboard the Tartar in 1863. Henry and Mary Mainland had five children; Mary, Jessie, 

Jane, Henry Owen (who was killed in World War I), and Pearl.  
 
Henry Mainland assisted Lord Forrest in survey and exploration work in the southern Gascoyne district. In 1881, Henry transferred from 

Shark Bay to Geraldton, resigned the following year and took over the management of the Golden Sheaf Hotel at Greenough. Henry 
stayed at the Golden Sheaf Hotel until 1884, but because of financial difficulties, he went back to Shark Bay where he took over the 
management of the Pearlers’ Rest Hotel, believed to have been the first hotel established at Freshwater Camp. Henry and his family lived 

at the rear of the hotel, until it burnt to the ground. 
 

Henry then took up pearling at Shark Bay and operated the cutter Pearline. In 1886, granted a pearling lease of 429 acres at Useless Inlet, 

he worked this lease until he retired from pearling. Appointed an inaugural member of the Shark Bay Road Board in 1904, he died at 
Carnarvon in 1922. Henry’s wife Mary died and buried at Shark Bay in 1913. There is even a street in Shark Bay known as “Mainland 

Street”.  
 

In respect to Henry Mainlands’ brother James, who was born in 1835 and married Ann Sinclair in 1858, they had several children - Margaret 
1859, James 1862, Mary Ann 1867 and Thomas 1871. When Ann married James Mainland, they settled in Garth Banks, a small valley on 
the southeast coast of Mainland, about three miles away from Hillock, and not far from Brake, where James' family home probably had 

been. Garth Banks is on Garths Ness, the headland next to where the oil tanker Braer was wrecked in 1993, which brought Shetland into 
the world news for a time because of the massive oil spill which resulted.  

 
The 1861 Census lists Ann and James as living at Garth Banks with their 3yo daughter, Margaret, and James' parents. However, in 187423, 
according to a pamphlet from the South Mainland Community History Group, 27 crofting families were evicted from Garth Banks and 

their dwellings burned by the landlord who wanted to enclose the land to raise sheep, as had been happening elsewhere in Scotland for 
centuries. It is likely that James and Ann moved the family to Hillock, if not at that point then later, because they both died at "Voe", 

according to the SFHS records, presumably Hillock.  

 
These sorts of problems were also encouraging the Sinclairs and the Mainlands to come to Australia. 

 

 

  

 
20 John Sinclair b 1944’s analysis unless otherwise indicated 
21 Shetland Family History Society 
22 This section from “Shark Bay Legends” by Russell Cooper 
23 “The Sinclair families then settled at Garthbanks (home of the Mainlands) but unfortunately they were all vacated from their crofts in 

1862 (given 3 months notice I think) by the proprietor Andrew Grierson of Quendale”, this appears to be written by a grandchild of James 
Mainland and Ann Sinclair – from the O’Connor and Sinclair Families [a scrapbook of information] Information in photocopy format 

provided to Fremantle Library Local History Section by the great granddaughter of John O’Connor (who married Mary Ann Sinclair 
daughter of John Sinclair and Julia Ringwood) 



Of George Sinclair and Margaret Bain’s children Thomas, Laurence and Jack all migrate as free 
settlers to Western Australia: 

 
Laurence Sinclair  is the first to come to WA in the mid 1850’s. He worked at Fremantle 

in the Customs Department in 1857 at Tidewater and in the same year married Ellen Hogan 
of Vasse. From 1874 to 1888, he was Assistant Coxswain and Water Policeman. Laurence 

and Ellen had six children all born Fremantle. Laurence Sinclair died in 1900 aged 68 - buried 

at Fremantle cemetery, Ellen buried next to him when she died in 1913. 
 

Jack Sinclair was next to arrive in 1860, this has been discussed. Hillock must have remained 
dear to Jack's heart, because his Shetland Family History Society record shows that he died in 

“Hillock, Wellington St, Western Australia”, presumably having named his Bunbury house 

after his distant, original home. 
 

Thomas Sinclair came next to WA in 1863 aboard the Tartar with his wife Mary and 

children. Thomas marries Mary Mainland in 1851 they have seven children and arrive WA 

December 1863 on the Tartar carrying 118 passengers - sponsored by his brother Jack. Their 
four-month journey24 started at Plymouth on 26 August that year.  

 

Some pages of a diary he kept have survived, some extracts of this follow to show how he 
made his way to WA and the conditions on the journey. 

 
DIARY OF THOMAS SINCLAIR 

 

This interesting unfinished diary of the late Thomas Sinclair of Dunrossness recently turned up at the 

break-up of the original home of his daughter Mrs. Cook of HUGHESBREAK, Noondonia Station, West 

Australia. The Cooks (a large family) lived on a sheep station in the out-back, 130 miles from the nearest 

town, and 600 miles from Perth WA.  

 

Thomas Sinclair left Shetland in August, 1863 with his wife and six children, the eldest only 12 years old, 

and joined the sailing ship "Tartar" for Freemantle. The voyage took nearly six months. 

 

Thomas Sinclair (born 1828) was married to Mary Mainland of Garthsbanks. He was a school teacher in 

Dunrossness, and also taught navigation to sailors, home in the winter. His grandfather was Thomas 

Sinclair of Skelberry - his father was George Sinclair of Skelberry (later of “The Hillock") and his mother 

was Margaret Bain. 

 

Though the emigrants were promised 'land' in their new country of adoption, the land was so poor and 

parched, they had to turn to the first job that offered. Consequently, Thomas Sinclair became a warder in 

Fremantle Gaol, and died two years later. His son Laurence was the first to find gold in -a township in . 

Australia, which he named “Norseman" from his Norse ancestry. The Norseman Gold Fields are still well-

known. His eldest daughter Jessie, who lived to old age, not only got and read the "Shetland Times" every 

week , but kept them all “on file" - A True Shetlander. 

 

  

 
24 This section from Michael Robinson’s web-site www.ourkindred.org/index.php 



DIARY OF THOMAS SINCLAIR (contd) 

 

Friday 14th August 1863. We left the Hillock, Dunrossness, Shetland by the packet (a ship) "Maria." All 

in good health. Wind S.S.E. Pleasant run to Lerwick. We were accompanied by James Mainland and 

Margaret Sinclair (our parents). We were very busy Friday afternoon and Saturday rigging out for the 

passage. We went to the Free Church on Sabbath morning, and at Secedar's Chapel in the afternoon. 

 

Monday. 17th August. Collected our luggage, packed up same and addressed it for Aberdeen. We were 

on the pier ready to go aboard the steamboat, when, by Daniel Sinclair, we received a letter from the 

Commissioner to G. F. to proceed to London, by Granton. We were on board the steamboat at 7 p.m. 

and underway about two hours later. Wind westerly and heavy swell in the sea owing to strong wind 

and rain on Saturday and Sunday. I was in the ladies cabin attending my family all the passage to 

Aberdeen. I had a very fatiguing night with my own family and other passengers, all very seasick. 

 

Wednesday, 19th August. On the morning of Wednesday 2 a.m. we came to Aberdeen quay. We left for 

Granton at 9 a.m. - weather pleasant - arrived at Granton 2.30 p.m. I arranged with the Clerk of the 

Steamship Navigation Company for our passage to London, and transferred to the Leith boat at 3 p.m. 

We cast off and had fine weather all that day. 

 

Friday, 21st August. Got up to Gravesend about 9 a.m. Here we thought it advisable to land, instead of 

going to London. I paid a boatman 6/- for landing and a porter 2/-. We paid our own expenses while we 

lay here.. We bought our own victuals, and paid 4/- daily for our beds and other small services. Here I 

wrote five letters to our friends at home, and got one from my sister Janet, in Edinburgh. Here I found 

what it was to want the association of Christian brethren and friends, especially on the Sabbath. 

 

Tuesday. 25th August. Went on board the Tartar - paid 10/- for getting off. I saw several carpenters at 

work fitting up the ship for the passengers. This afternoon we were appointed two berths 7 and 8, 

directly above each other, and served bedding for beds. 

 

Thursday 27th August – At sea  

 

Sunday 30th August. Fine morning. Light wind in. favour. Weighed anchor and hoisted all a sail. Shortly 

after this, the pilot from Gravesend left the ship. About 7-8 pm the wind commenced to blow 

unfavourably. Some sail was immediately taken off the ship. About 10 p.m. I had gone to sleep, but 

between 11and 12 1 was awakened by the pitching of the vessel, and the claps of canvas. Weather came 

on very quickly. The sailors were called out at 12.30 a.m. A sea struck us on the starboard which gave 

the vessel such a crash that for the time I thought we had struck s rock. Everything that was loose 

between deck was tossing and driving about - the tins were making a great noise, and amongst the 

passengers shrieks and cries in every berth and corner. Many thought their last hour had come. Some 

were shouting for absent friends, some swearing the ship bad gone. Many who had profaned the Sabbath 

night were found praying. I must say that to people who had not experienced anything of the sea before, 

it was perplexing. My wife Mary asked me if I considered the ship was foundering – I would not say what 

position we were in. I has reason to bless God that during the time I kept very cool. Shortly after that I 

found that the vessel had received no damage. Several seas were breaking int our wait, but nothing was 

displaced. About 3 or 4 pm I came on deck and saw everything was in its place. The vessel was then 

lying-to, under close-reefed fore and main top-sail. We were in that position, laboring under a heavy sea 

till the sun was setting, when more sail was then got on the ship. Wind and sea calmed very suddenly. 

 

 

Other cabin passengers were Reverend Edward Millett and his wife Janet. In 1872, Janet Millett 

published a book about her time in the colony25. The first chapter of Janet Millett's book 
describes the voyage of the Tartar. The route from England took them via the Cape across 

the Indian Ocean to Fremantle. About half way across, near Amsterdam Island, caught in a 
gale. They were unable to batten down the hatches because lower decks were filled with 

emigrants. They lost a seaman overboard in another incident and one of the small children on 

board died at sea. A description reads as if it might have referred to Mary Sinclair: 

 
25 Millett, E. 1872 An Australian Parsonage (Facsimile edition 1980, University of Western Australia Press) 



 
“There was one emigrant from the far north of Scotland - I think the Shetland Isles - whose 

wife was always ill and low-spirited, let the weather be what it might, and who, when at her 
worst, could suggest nothing eatable that she fancies except “a Wick herring” drawled out in 

such very broad Scotch as took a practiced ear to understand. “A wee drap o' whiskey,” 
which she proposed as an accompaniment to the herring, my husband was able to procure 

for her, and a few of our sardines proved a tolerable substitute for the unattainable fish of the 

North.”  
 

Millett did not think much of the emigrants. She remarked that “the married folks were mostly 
decent, respectable people, but both the single men and women were decidedly wanting in 

propriety of behaviour, though the women were worse than the men.” Millett comments that 

when they arrived at Fremantle they passed “a boat or two rowed by men on whose hats 
“Water Police" was inscribed”. It is possible that one of these Water Police was Jack Sinclair, 

Thomas' younger brother. Jack had arrived three years earlier on the Dolphin and had 

nominated Thomas, his family and also Henry Mainland, Mary's brother, who was also a 

passenger on the Tartar. 
 

Thomas worked in WA as a convict warder until his death in 1868 at Israelite Bay, his file 

notes: 
 

 
  



Spotlight on Laurie Sinclair and Norseman 

 
Thomas Sinclair’s son Laurie born 1854 at Hillock started work with the Dempster Brothers first Northam then Esperance on 10 

February 1874, when the Dempster Brothers pioneered Esperance. After this, Laurie went to South Australia where he worked as a 

telegram linesman in 1879, meeting wife to be Julia Playle.  Laurie then tried his hand at prospecting. After an unsuccessful visit to the 

Coolgardie Gold field in 1893, when returning to Esperance via Dundas, Laurie was told that his brother George and Jack Allsop were 

prospecting14 miles to the north of Dundas. 
 

 
Laurie Sinclair standing, George Sinclair sitting far right, brother James 

to left, unknown far left (possibly Jack Allsop) 

 
Laurie Sinclair and "Norseman" – from a publication to commemorate 

the centenary of Norseman town in 1894.  
 
He decided to look them up. They were in yet to be named Norseman’s vicinity and investigating a few specks of alluvial gold in a small 

gully. Upon reaching George's camp, Laurie tethered his horse to a tree for a well-deserved rest. During the night, the horse became 
restless and pawed the ground. The next morning, when Laurie was attending to his horse's needs, he noticed that the animal appeared 

to be lame and he immediately began to inspect the horse's hooves to find the cause. 
 
It was soon apparent that a rich specimen of gold bearing quartz was stuck in the animal's hoof. Full of excitement, Laurie told his brother 

of the find and they both agreed that a rich gold bearing reef of quartz existed in close proximity to the area the horse had pawed. 
 

After much picking and shoveling around the area, they 
located a rich quartz reef. Laurie Sinclair filed the First 
Reward Claim of the new find at 3pm on 13 August 

1894. Laurie, a proud “Norseman” himself, had named 
his horse, Norseman, the origin of Clan Sinclair. 
Consequently, Laurie named the new goldfield 

‘Norseman’ - still the name of the town that sprang up 
around the find. 

 
The emblem of the town is a horse in an 

acknowledgement of the part “Norseman” played in the 

founding of the town but also in appreciation of all the 
other magnificent “beasts of burden” which allowed 

those early pioneers to tame the wilderness and to 
bring prosperity to Australia. 
 

Since then a statue has been erected in honour of 

Norseman - not surprisingly it is only cast in bronze! 

The horse Norseman, also known as “Hardy 
Norseman”. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



JOHN (JACK) SINCLAIR AND JULIA RINGWOOD 
 

 
Jack Sinclair 

 
Julia Ringwood 

 
 

Jack Sinclair was born mid 1833 at 

Skelberry, Dunrossness in the Shetland 

Islands to George Sinclair and Margaret 

Bain, a family of fishermen and crofters with 
deep roots in Shetland. 

 
Jack Sinclair came arrived as a free settler in 

the 1850s. He obtained employment with 

the Fremantle Water Police, they 
functioned as the Harbour Masters, a 

position he held for eight years. 
 

Soon after his arrival, Jack met Julia 

Ringwood, marrying late 1861 in Fremantle 
when he was 28 and Julia 16 -  they lived to 

the early 1900s. 
 

  

Julia Ringwood was born 1845 in the army 

barracks in Dublin, her dad Jeffrey was a 

soldier in the British Army, both he and 

wife Mary Ann Cumerford were both 
Irish. 

 
The Ringwoods arrived in Western 

Australia 1851 aboard the convict ship 

the Pyrenees, Jeffrey Ringwood being a 
convict guard and on arrival became a 

prison warder. 
 

Jack and Julia had seventeen children but 

only twelve survive infancy. They lived in 
Fremantle until the late 1860’s at which 

time Jack transfers to Busselton then 
Bunbury where the last ten children are 

born. 

 

  



 
 

Jack’s baptismal record July 28 1833 about six weeks after his birth at Skelberry, Dunrossness 
in the Shetland Islands: 

 

 
 

Julia’s baptismal record September 1845 in the St James Church Dublin - about three months 

after her birth in the Richmond Army Barracks in Dublin Ireland: 
 

 
  



In his twenties Jack came to Western Australia – his older brother Laurence either had already 
migrated or came with Jack and was a member of the Fremantle Water Police. 

 
Times were tough in the Shetlands … brother Thomas and sister Ann also migrate to 

Western Australia in the 1860s 
 

We know from Jack’s 1861 wedding to Julia that Jack too joined the Water Police and he is 

mentioned as early as 1859 as a water policeman: 
 

 
Jack and Julia’s Marriage Certificate 

  



 
Jack Sinclair, Water Police before 188826 

In January 1851 the Water Police force 
was created and had a very strong 

presence in Fremantle.  
 

The Water Police came into being 
because of the need to keep a wary eye 

on convicts and other criminal elements. 

 
Jack and Laurence’s skills as sea-going 

fisherman in the Shetland stood them in 
good stead for their roles in the Water 

Police. 

 
John serves in Bunbury and Busselton. At 

the latter he serves as a shipwright.  

 

In 187527, Jack is a witness at Fremantle 
Court so it seems Jack serves in a 

number of places with the Water Police 

to 1888 – then in 1888 he and his 
brother Lawrence are re-trenched: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
26This photo can be found at http://www.byport.com.au/hist_hm.html 
27 Jack gives evidence in a Fremantle court case - the Herald Sat 18 Sep 1875 Page 3 

http://www.byport.com.au/hist_hm.html


It seems Jack is also building wealth - in 1889, Fred Caporn Junior and Jack amalgamate their 
valuable claim of 10 acres at Tinfield with the Stanifer Tin Mining Company for 1000 fully paid 

£1shares28.  
 

From 1890 to 1899, John is the Bunbury Port Lightkeeper29. Until 1899, appointees, were 
employed by Marine and Harbours. 

 

Jack worked as Piermaster in charge of shipping at Bunbury until the appointment of Captain 
Abrahmson in 1900.  

 
What is considered as the first Bunbury lighthouse was built on Marlston Hill and properly 

installed 1880 – it consisted of a square wooden tower, coloured grey, with its light set at 

35.5 metres above the water level. 
 

  
 
In 1891, as a consequence of the Commissioner of Police declining to sanction the 

employment of local constables to perform the duties of compulsory officer to the District 
Board of Education, officials sought an alternative and employed Jack - “a more judicious 

selection could not have been made”.  

 
Mr. Sinclair's long training in the public service has earned for him the respect and esteem of 

the public who will have every confidence in his discharge of the sometimes delicate duties of 
his office with integrity, impartiality and courtesy.”30 

  

 
28 Southern Times Tue 23 Jul 1889 Page 5 
29Southern TimesWed 1 Mar 1893 Page 3 
30 Southern Times Southern Times Mon 10 Aug 1891 Page 4 



 
John was still on the “A” list in 1903 

 

Julia dies in 1909 of heart disease aged 64, young by modern standards: 
 

 
 

An amazing woman, in her life she has seventeen children, three die as babies and two 

miscarriages. Her husband as light house keeper worked long and often anti-social hours, she 
was the person who kept this family together.  



Jack lives another seven years and dies in 1916: 
 

 

 
Jack and Julia’s headstone and that of the three children who died so 

young 

 

 

Left: Jack’s Obituary 

 

 

 

 



 
Julia Sinclair death certificate 1909 

 
Jack Sinclair death certificate 1916 

 
Their children provided at least sixty grand children born across 48 years 1880 to 1928!  

 
John and Julia’s children were as follows: 

 

Mary Ann Sinclair 1862 to 1925 married 
John James O'Connor 1879 Bunbury - 

store assistant, assistant registrar births, 
deaths & marriages and Customs & Excise 

Department internal auditor -all children 
born Fremantle: 

 
• John Charles O'Connor 1880  

• James O'Connor 1882  

• Arthur Sinclair O'Connor 1884 

• Frances Maud Mary O'Connor 1885 

• Alethea Elizabeth O'Connor 1888 

• Herbert O'Connor 1890 to 1945 

• Frank O'Connor 1892 

• Evelyn O'Connor 1896  

 

 



George Jeffrey Sinclair 1863 to 1916 
married Elizabeth Fanny Law-Davis children all 

born Fremantle except where listed: 
 
• Grace Elizabeth b 08 Oct 1892 

• Gertrude Amelia b 06 Sep 1893 

• Jeffrey Harrington b 1896 

• Robert James b 1897 

• George Britton b 1900 in Fremantle d: 11 Feb 1952 in 

Cottesloe 

• Olive Evelyn Sinclair 1906 to 1997 marries 8 May 1935 

William Stanley Jones (1908 to 1997) - Uncle Stan and Aunty 

Olive 

• John Ringwood Calder b 1890 in Beaconsfield 

• Alexander Sinclair b 1905 

 
 

 
From the Daily News 28th October 1970:  



Margaret Sinclair 1865 to 1926 married Frederick Samuel Caporn - owned a saddlery at 
the Bunbury railway station, a Freemason and liberal in politics -  all children born Bunbury: 

 
• Cumerford Ringwood  b and d 1891 

• Frederick John (Jack) b 15 May 1892 

• George Jeffrey (Jeff) b 04 May 1895 

• Eric Hopetoun b 06 Dec 1900 

 

 
 
John Thomas Sinclair 

1867 to 1941 married 

Eleanor Wisbey 1892 in 
Bunbury, their children all 

born there: 
 

• John Wisbey b 1889  

• Edwina Penryn b 1893 

• Edna Gladys b 1894 

• Wisbey Harrington b 1896  

• Lucille Maud b 1898 

• Horace Stanley b 16 Jun 1901 

• Septimus Frank b 1903 

• Stella Janet b 1906 

• Lionel Stewart b 1908 

 



Daniel Laurence Sinclair 
1869 to 1944 born 

Busselton married Alice 
Eliza Delaporte 1892 in 

Bunbury, children all born 
there: 

 
• Dorothy Ringwood Sinclair b 

1893 

• Ella Rose Sinclair b 1897 

• Laurence Ringwood Roy Sinclair 

b 1895, killed WWI 

 

 

James Robert Sinclair 

1872 to 1926 married 

Margaret Beaton 1895 in 

Irwin, WA, children: 

 
• John Alexander Sinclair b Jan 

1896 in Geraldton 

• Clarence McIntosh Sinclair b 

1897 in Esperance WA 

• Donald Cumerford Sinclair b 

1899 Esperance WA 

  

 

Albert Ernest Sinclair 
1876 to 1940 a WW1 

veteran first married Martha 

Ernestine Wiechardt in 
South Australia their 

children all died in infancy: 
 

• Bertram John Sinclair b 1899 in 

Bunbury 

• Ernest Sinclair b 1899 in 

Bunbury 

• Raymond Wiechardt Sinclair b 

1901 in Perth 

 

Martha died in 1901 and 

Albert then married Mary 
Ann Marshall Allison in 

1903 and they had one child 
Jean b 1916.  

 
 



Julia Catherine Sinclair 1880 to 1960 
married Edwin Bartlett 1898 Bunbury where 

all children were born unless stated 
otherwise: 

 
• Margaret b 13 May 1899 d 1900  

• Marjorie Rachael b 27 Jun 1900 d 9 Sep 1986 in 

Busselton 

• Gwendoline Julia b 14 Jul 1902 d 11 Jul 1984 in Perth 

• Doris Mary b 20 Jul 1904 d 19 Jul 1982 in Busselton 

• Alethea b 14 Mar 1906 d 1 Jun 1976 in Busselton 

• Elizabeth Jean b 6 Sep 1909 d 4 Apr 1926  

• Edith Dulcie b 24 Feb 1911 d 22 Nov 1994 

• Edwin John b 24 Feb 1911 d 05 Oct 1997 in Busselton 

• George Jeffrey b 29 Oct 1912 d 12 Dec 2002 

• Charles Dormer b 14 Apr 1915 d 10 Nov 1996 

• Albert Ringwood b 21 Oct 1916 d 05 Jan 1960 

• Norma Warwick b 13 Feb 1922 d 12 Dec 2003 

 
 

Julia as a child 

 
Alethea Rachel Sinclair 1884 to 1961 

marries William Sexton noted New Zealand 

architect and moves there. They have two 
children: 
 

• Archibald Bruno Sexton 1924 

• Margaret Cecilia Sexton 1925 

 

 
 

Charles Augustus Sinclair 1881 to 1938 married Emma Mary Stubbs (Jones) and they 
have four children 

 
• Charles Ringwood 1920 

• Dorothy May 1924 

• John Vivian 1927 

• Leonard 1928 

 
Charles served with distinction in WW1 

 



Egbert Bertram Sinclair 1886 to 1935 
married Myra Elsie Franklin 1912 in Perth 

WA, children: 
 

• Marjorie Sinclair 

• Reginald Sinclair 

 

 

Egbert Sinclair 
 
 

Frederick Ringwood 

Sinclair 1889 to 1952 
married 1921 Elsie Victoria 

Milling b 21 May 1897 in 
Waverley, Sydney - 

children; 
 
• Margaret Milling Sinclair b 28 

Jun 1923 St Kilda 

• Winifred Sinclair b 16 June 

1924, St Kilda d 8 July 2014 

Sydney 

 
 

 
Elsie and Ring circa 1950 

and: 

 
William Sinclair b 1871 d 1871 

Joseph Harrington Sinclair b 1874 d 1876 
Agnes Maude Sinclair b 1878 d 1881 

2 children also miscarried 

 
 


