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In the year that saw the passing of
the Emancipation Bill through the Eng-
lish Houses of Parliament there was liv-
ing in the town of Paisley, Scotlund, a
miin destined to be the father of a wo-
man who was to live a life more ad-
venturous and bitter than it is the lot
of few living women to even imagine.
That man was Mr. John McCowatt a
very bitter Radical Reformer, or “Rusty
Rad,” as he, like most of his fellow
enthusiastice were termed. He had
four childven, the eldest of whom was
the late Nurse Ross. She was born in
Paisley, on December 5, 1820 (which
year is memorahle as being that in
which Wetsern Australia was added to
the British Dominions), and died in
January of this year, at the age of 01
years. She received her early educsa-
tion in Paisley, and at the age of 21
married Sergeant Cadden, of the 27th
Regiment of the Royal Irish Fusiliers.
It was not lo before Nurse Cadden
heard Victoria's call to the unencumber-
ed British women to go out 2s nurses
to Crimea.
 Though all other famous armies in
time will be forgotten. that army of
nurses will never be, eithey in England
or in any other country. Their names
are written in the annals of eivil-
un:.l country where the suffering of the
maimed and sick are in any way con-
sidered. That little band, with
Florence Nightingale went not to fight,
as did the soldier, Russians. but sick-
ness and despair. Everybody honours
the story of Nurse Nightingale and there
fore it needs no repeating—but, what
more beautiful is there than the story
as told by one of her own band? Nurse
Ross, or Cadden, as she was known then,
was one of that brave, inspiring little
band, and when her tongue was loosen-
ed what a myriad of tales she conld tell
with & clearness and veracity that few
could equal.

At the termination of hotsilities in
‘66 she went as nurse to the wives of
the officers in I’Ey'plr. Meanwhile, in
1857, the Indian Mutiny had broken out
and Sergeant Cadden, with his regi-
ment, was ordered to India. Soon after
leaving Capetown thev were wrecked at
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leaving Capetown they were wrecked at
Algoa Bay, but he was gmong the sur-
vivora, and in time reached India
Nurse Cadden did not stay long in

but, as was the custom, followed her
Ittg:ba.nd to India. Etl:; travelled ns ter-
ritly rough journ camel to Suez,
where nhng took b:llt to India. She
was at the siege of Lucknow, India
(1856-37) and fortumately came out
alive. when Campbell broke the siege.

Nurse Cadden found plenty of work
among the i in that “hell-hole’”
18 it was called by one of the rescued.
The bravery with which the little garri-
swon held out inst the insurgents has
few econals in the world's history. Ter-
rible scenes were enacted around! them—
the walle crumbled before the onslaughts
of the enemy—mine sexploded beneath
the feet of the little band, and Henrv
Laurence. their leader and brother of
Governor Laurence, of the Punjab, was
killed bv a shell before Havelock re-
lieved the fort. 'When the place was
saved hy General Colin Campbell, the be-
sieged or those that could eafely be
moved, fled in bullock wa to safetly.
Nurse Cadden mnearly died of thirst.
Every well had been poisoned hy the
notorions Namg Sahib. AN along the
way they saw thousands of habes cruci-
fied on swords and spears—often muti-
Iated beyond recogmitiom.

Many a time “"Granmy,” as she is
tnown to many, retold the storv of the
fellow countrywoman of hers, who, above
the din of the ﬂﬂnﬂf::r 87 davs of

sirains of the
>4 which betokened rescue.

When the mutiny had been quelled
and Sergeant Cadden’s 29 years of ser-
vice were over, he accepted the pension
and came with his wife by the ship
““Naval Brigade,”' sbout 50 years ago,
to Western Australis. They took up
their residence in the old Pensioners’
Barracks (or Base Hospital as it in now
known) where Mrs. Cadden continued
her vocation ms nurse, and won the life-
long praise and esteem of Lhe late Dr,
Hove. In the early days the sergeant,
who, by the way, was a tall, well-
built, handsome man, and Mrs. Cadden
were welcome visitors at the homes of
the best families in Western Australia,
and during the first few years of her
regidence in Western Australia she was
known as the “‘helle,” and rightly so,
if her beauty in those davs can be Tude-
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if her beauty in those days can be judg- | URer | edeting  the = swthorities
laatb’dl ¢ 'For ma:l ""‘:::“dm"? ﬁ;: large glass full costs less than one
e @%mm 'berr Mg .&.ngllicln hnif—mnny,lfngl tthg, lf:;t.a is hg;::;i n:m
Darisomn. " to remem th-t
m“';:r husband &'M*i ‘“‘::md“'!:m:’:! “Gingeretle” is g great stomachic
his ko He di gy, oo I ® | tonic. and hence can be consumed in

o jcnee.  He died in the Perth Hos- | uny gquantity without any evil effects.
pital and was buried in the East Perth
| Cemetery, in May, 1888, She married
twice after his death, first Sergeant
Quinn, an old friend of her first hus-
band, and later a man named Ross.
| Her wonderful irit and vitality,
coupled with expe: and love, kept
 her at the nursing profession till a
years before her demise. So long has
she beem nursing that there are few
perosns in Fremantle who do not know
her. Many of the oldest and best
families claim her as a family nurse,
and mourn her death almost gs a re-
lative, yet few people really belidved
-he was till living.

The age to which she attained is by
"o means unusual in her family, as her
mother lived till within one week of a
rentury, while her grandmother exceed-
#d the century. er sister, now a re-
sident in New Zealand, has also lived
to a great age, being B4 last birthday.
Mrs. Ross had two' children, but both
died voung, one of them during the
strife in India.

Ehe was & much travelled woman, and
knew more than most people of her age
nbout America, South Africa, India,
Anstralia, “I? the Continent, and at one
time made the pilgrimage to Jerusalem
at a time when Fﬂmt city was forbidden
illmust to Enmpe::ﬂ.ﬂ Edhe was a fine
inguist, and industani with a
ﬁ:fnney rmu:k:ﬁc.

She was buried in the Anglican por-
tion of the Fremantle Cemetery, the Rev,
F. T. Bowen officiating at the graveside. |
Her funeral would have been more
largely attended had it nol been for the
railway strike, which prevented so many
of her friends scattered over the coun-
try from a ing.

And. so passed one of the most re.
markable spirits of either this or the last
century, a Christian to the end.
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An anthority quite recently remark-
ed that in a few years drunkenness and
crime will he on the down grade: he
claims that the new summer drink—
“Gingerette”’—will he the greatest
nower assisling the authorities.
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