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Born 4.5.1850 Mrs Bag, Catherine, Child male still born  E.P.F. 

 4.6.1850 Mrs Foot, Scindian Gibson (Male)  E.P.F. 

 

Died Children 1. 6.3.1850 Murphy, Peter (7mths) Phlogosis  E.P.F. 

  2. 13.4.1850 Sutton, Frances (2 yrs) Diarrhoea E.P.F. 

  3. 22.4.1850 Annear, Mary Jane (2 Yrs) Hydrocephalus R.S.& M. 

  4. 4.5.1850 Bag, Male child  Still born E.P.F. 

  5. 6.5.1850 Rourke, James (1 Yr) Diarrhoea E.P.F. 

  6. 16.5.1850 Newman, Joseph (2 Yrs) Phthisis  R.S.&M.* 

  7. 9.6.1850 Watkins, Charles (3 mths) Pneumonia E.P.F. 

 Seaman 1. 18.6.1850 Henderson, William (60 yrs) Pneumonia  

• note still in R.S.& M. 

 

Dr John Gibson’s Journal 

28.1.1850 – 3.7.1850 

 

Sick List 

Mary Annear Pensioner’s child – died. 

14.4.1850 Joseph Newman Sapper’s child – cured 

6.3.1850 Mary Bond (Ford?) Pensioner’s sister – cured 

15.5.1850 John Hay, Sapper – cured (aged 26) 

16.5.1850 Joseph Newman , Sapper’s child – died. 

 

Medical Journal extracts of locations and Sappers 

24th February 1850 off Beachy Head 

1st March, 1850 Spithead (Peter Murphy Died) 

3rd March, 1850 Spithead 

5th March, 1850 at sea 

1st June, 1850  at sea 

6th June, 1850  Fremantle. 

 

General Remarks. 

Debarkation of Pensioners and Prisoners did not take place for three weeks after arrival, no 

accommodation. 

 

Voyage 88 days 27 days from Spithead crossed Equator.  Then 28 days Meridian at the Cape 82nd 

day sighted Rottnest & Fremantle. 

 

Seven deaths  

Children embarked from Tilbury Fort. 

2 births   1st case stillborn 

                2nd OK 

 

Prison was dry holystoned, windsails hoisted daily, 2 times per week swinging stoves used (more 

frequently in damp weather). 

Salt water baths for the families morning and evenings. 

Convicts baths morning only. 

Dancing and leap frog in evenings. 



Lime Juice with wine mixture obviated scurvy. 

Water closets cleaned 2 or 3 times daily and sprinkled with zinc chloride. 

Proceeded cargo of sea Elephant oil ……still offensive from stagnation in hold. 

 

Submitted to Charles Fitzgerald 

Governor   

 
Letter of thanks to John Gibson Esq. R. N. Surgeon Superintendent of Scindian.  

Dated 4.6.1850 

“We the undersigned, having been treated by you with the utmost kindness and consideration 

during the course of the voyage, at the close of which we have now arrived, wish to offer you our 

most grateful acknowledgements – the only return in our power; and to assure you, that we will ever 

remember the many benevolent acts by which our comfort has been promoted.” 

Signed by 75 convicts. 

 

 

Inquirer (Sup)  4.6.1850  -  Scindian has arrived: 

 

Master Capt James Cammell 

Surgeon/Super. Dr. Gibson R.N. 

C. of Works 

Governor of Goal 

8  passengers         Total 270, excluding crew 

75 convicts     (5 children died) 

49 E.P.F. plus family 

5 R.S.M. plus family* 

 

* Hitherto No. of R.S.M family not reported.  

  

 E.P.F.    49 

 Sgt I/C  E.P.F.    1            159 

Wives    29 

Children   80 

 

 RS&M     5 

 Wives     5 

 Children   14 (one died)    

 

PERTH GAZETTE Friday 7th June 1850 

Shipping Intelligence 

Arrived  1.6.1850 Barque Scindian left Portsmouth 4.3.1850 

J. Cammell, Master  Dr. J. Gibson R.N. 

 

RSM 5 

Wives 2 

E.P.F 50 

Wives 40 

Children 78 

Convicts 75 

Capt Henderson R.E. 1 

Wife 1 

Children  

Servants 2 

 



The Arrival of The "Scindian" 

 

On 1st. June 1850 the Scindian came into sight of the coast of Western Australia, in the vicinity 

of Fremantle, bringing the first batch of imperial convicts, transported to the colony at 

the colonists' request. 

 

On board were seventy-five convicts, fifty four Pensioner Guards, and their wives and children, 

and a number of officials. 

 

Governor of Western Australia Charles Fitzgerald reported to London as follows : 

 

I have visited that ship, and have every reason to be satisfied with the good order, 

cleanliness, and perfect ventilation I found to prevail in every compartment of the vessel, a 

state of things that reflects great credit upon Dr. Gibson, the Surgeon Superintendent, 

and Captain Henderson in charge of the guard. 

 

Your Lordship will gladly learn that Doctor Gibson had not one complaint to make against 

any under his charge during the voyage, a result I was so little prepared for as to induce 

me to assemble the prisoners, and address them, stating my gratification at the account 

given of their conduct during the voyage, and trusted they would continue to conduct 

themselves during their short period of imprisonment in Western Australia, with the same 

correctness they had distinguished themselves in Portland Prison, and was the cause of 

the boon given them of being sent to this Colony. 

 

I reminded them that their future destiny was in their own keeping, that there was 

every disposition in the Colony to forget the past, and that the inclination of the settlers to 

take them into service on their discharge would materially depend on the characters given 

of them by the Comptroller General during the restraint, and that I should have much 

pleasure in attending to his recommendations, and grant to the deserving every indulgence in 

my power consistent with their circumstances; as far as I could judge. 

 

I saw not one discontented face on the occasion, and on the next morning they addressed a 

letter of thanks to the Surgeon Superintendent for his kindness and humanity during the 

voyage out, nor is it a little gratifying to find how sanguine Captain Henderson feels that 

we shall have no trouble with these men, and little need of guards. 

Sir George Grey, the British Home Secretary, whose Department administered prisons 

received requests from Charles Fitzgerald Governor of Western Australia as to the 

possibility of having Convicts sent to the Swan River Colony to solve the local shortage of 

unskilled workers. 

 

Upon receiving this request things moved with unprecedented speed. No time was lost 

in despatching the first Convicts: a fast sailing Indiaman was charted to transport them, and 

even the weather aided them with favourable winds. The voyage only took eighty eight 

days, and they outstripped the ship bearing the despatch that was to announce their 

approach. Less than twelve months had passed from Earl Grey's first accepting the idea of a 

penal settlement to the arrival of the first Convicts at Fremantle : an uncommonly short tithe 

for government action. 

 

So it came to pass that on 1st. June 1850, the "Scindian" with seventy five Convicts on 

board, fifty four Pensioner Guards with their wives and families, and a small staff of officials 

headed by the Comptroller General, reached the shores of Western Australia, twenty one 

years to the day since the first settlers had landed as free men. 

 



The "Scindian" lay at anchor in Gage's Roads for over two months. The anchorage was 

not a good one; it was unprotected from the winter gales that blew up from the south 

west. Soon after the ships arrival, a squall had struck it and had thrown it up on its beam, 

and had its port-holes not been closed, it would have foundered. 

 

This must have been very uncomfortable for the seventy five Convicts who were still on 

board. Each day as they swung at anchor on the heaving waves they must have gazed 

longingly at the shore; they could not be disembarked as yet for a very good reason. There 

was nowhere to put them. 

 

Straight ahead of them beside the mouth of the Swan River they could see a high promontory 

of land on which there was a signal mast, and a squat, solid looking round tower. This tower, 

known as the Round House, had been built in the first days of the Colony as a gaol. It was a 

twelve sided building, containing eight cells and a gaoler's residence, all opening on to a 

central courtyard. 

A stone wall surrounded the rocky heights on which it stood, and three flights of stone steps 

led up to it from the High Street of the town of Fremantle. 

 

Between the branches of its first flight of steps a tunnel yawned, leading  from the High 

Street through the rock on which the Round House stood, to the bay where the Fremantle 

Whaling Company had its jetty, its stout whale-boats, blubber house, and tryworks, oil 

tanks and offices. 

 

When the "Scindian" arrived, unheralded and unprepared for, this little Round House with 

its eight cells was all that Fremantle had in the way of a gaol.  

Captain E.Y.W. Henderson, Royal Engineers, the Comptroller General in charge of the 

Convicts did not waste time in being dismayed, or in wondering why his superiors could not 

have arranged the sending of their despatches better, so that some preparation might have 

been made for the Convicts' reception. 

 

He set out to find the largest available building in Fremantle that could be adapted to housing 

his prisoners, and considered himself lucky to obtain premises from Captain Scott, the 

Harbour Master, consisting of one large wool shed, one stone store, two large wooden 

stores, one dwelling house, and two cottages with stables and gardens. 

The site had the beach in front and swampy land behind it. The large wool shed was only 

partly roofed and had no floor; and the other building required much repair. There was no 

fence or wall around them. A less likely place for the safe keeping of Convicts could hardly be 

imagined. The Convicts therefore had to say on board until the buildings were ready for 

them. 

 

Captain Henderson landed a working party of Pensioner Guards who had come out in 

charge of the Convicts, and they prepared a place to hold about twenty-five prisoners, who 

then continued working on the buildings. 

 

They were watched with great interest by little groups of towns people, who observed that 

some of the Convicts had two stripes round their jacket sleeves with the letters V.G. 

signifying Very Good, whilst others had only one stripe and the letter G. 

 

They were a fine, healthy looking lot of men and worked steadily and well. By the end of June 

they had the place sufficiently prepared to accommodate the compliment of seventy five, and 

they were all the disembarked. 

They slept in hammocks slung from the roof in two tiers, with eighteen inches (475 

millimetres) between each hammock and three feet between tiers (one metre). 



Since the stone store would only hold one hundred and fifty at most in this way, and more 

Convicts were already on the high seas on the "Hashemy", Captain Henderson had first 

one additional wing, and then another added on. The new rooms were 150 feet (50 

metres) by 26 feet, (8 metres) and twelve feet (4 metres) in height. 

With two tiers of hammocks they would hold 360 men. 

 

Sleeping thus, the Convicts were no worse off than the soldiers in barracks in Perth. but at 

night they must have been quite a sight, twisting and turning whilst endeavouring to sleep. 

The only ventilation was through a tall, round headed window, barred with inch (25 

millimetre) wide iron at the end of each wing, plus as much air as could enter under the 

eaves where the shingled roof met the limestone walls. Outside could be heard the shallow 

waves lapping on the beach. 

Because conditions such as these had been more or less foreseen, the Convicts of the 

"Scindian" were all men of good conduct, too near their tickets of leave to want to escape.  

 



SCINDIAN 
 

Documentation: Registered  London Launched 1844 Sunderland, England.  

  Wrecked: 1880  

            

Type : hull: early frigate rig: ship 

 material: oak   

 muntz-clad: 1849 masts: 3  

 bowsprit: standing decks: 2 + poop 

 figure-head: female bust stern: square 

   galleries quarter 

     

Dimensions: hull: 129.1 ft. (124.7 ft.) beam: 30.9 ft. (27.4 ft) 

 forecastle:  depth: 20.7 ft. (20.8 ft) 

 poop:  draught:  

     

Tonnage: old measure: 535 new measure: 650 

 MS. Act nett: 605 under-deck 536 

            gross: 637 forecastle 36 

   poop 65 

     

Voyage: duration: 13 weeks   

 embarked: Portland,  England 28.2.1850  

 sailed: Portsmouth England 4.3.1850  

 anchored: Fremantle, Swan River Colony. 1.6.1850 disembarked, 25.6.1850 

     

Complement. Surgeon-Superintendent:  Dr John Gibson, R.N  

 Master: Captain James Cammell, M.N.            

 crew 43 (1 died at sea)   

 Religious-Instructor:  Acting, Pte. Richard Roffey,  E.P.F.  

     

Passengers.  Guards   

 R.E. wife Juv.Rsm.Wife Child. EPF. Wife Children Prisoners 

 embarked: *1       1      1    5       2      2 54 40 80 75 

 born:    2  

 died                                           1   6  

 disembarked    1      1      1     5      2      1 54 40 76 75 

 *(Capt. Henderson, C.O. R.E.) 

References   

  Harbour-Master: acc. 1076/1   

  Fremantle Shipping: acc. 1076/1 (end) 

 Lloyd’s Underwriters: 1843, (Sup), 54, 74, 80. 

 media: Inquirer 4.6.1850 (sup), 19.6.1850 
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  and Transportation:   (14.5.1851) p 221. 
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General Remarks of Doctor John GIBSON, Surgeon : Royal Navy 

on voyage of hired Convict Ship "Scindian" from Tilbury to Fremantle 

from 28th. January 1850 to 3rd. July 1850 transporting 75 Convicts 

and Pensioner Guards to the Swan River Colony in Western Australia 

The propitious voyage of 88 days (2nd. March - Ist. June 1850) brought this, the first ship 

containing Convicts and Pensioners to Western Australia a varied and so crowded a number of 

individuals of such varied constitutions with Pensioners, wives and children, sappers and miners, 

warders, convicts, and ships company; C ----- passengers, their families and servants. 

 

It is satisfactory to be able to state that good health generally pervaded the ship during the 

voyage. Seven cases of mortality occurred, six of these were children from two months to two 

year old, four of whom were of a very sickly from a crated rabbit on the embarking from Tilbury 

Fort. No adult died on the passage. One seaman aged 60 died after our arrival at Swan River by 

chronic pneumonia. Diarrheal cases were the most numerous, but not of any severity, yielding to 

10 to 15 grain doses of the Cholerial Hydiary joll by Gregorys Mixture and clean rice in the 

adult cases, and in the children’s cases to small doses of the Pulo R --- C Carb Magnes, followed by 

the Mistur Critt, it confect, aromatic. 

 

The other cases narrated in the Journal were. of no ---- serious nature, with the exceptions, a 

Phillisine, and a Paralytec Seaman.  

 

Two births occurred, labour going on naturally in both, but the child in the first case was still-

born: the second alive and healthy. Both mothers had a good recovery. 

 

To preserve and endure health, a rigid adherence to cleanliness in the Barracks and Prison was 

practised, with attention to dryness, ventilation, and fumigation occasionally, by the swinging 

stoves. The families were kept as much as possible on the upper deck, weather permitting, and 

within the tropics, I found great benefit from the use of the bath (filled with salt water) by parents 

and children, morning and evening; the latter in -irred with difficulty by the bathing. 

 

The prisoners of course partook of this also every evening. A copy of my Regulations for the 

guidance of the Convicts I have appended Rule 2D I personally enforced to the day of 

disembarkation, and found it most beneficial. Cleanliness and exercise were here aimed at, and 

procured; the prison was dry  ------- and  ----- sails hoisted daily. Swinging stoves used twice a 

week, and more frequently in the damp weather. 

The bedding and blankets and clothing of both the Pensioners and Prisoners were frequently 

shaken out and aired. 

One half of the Prisoners were occupied at School in the Prison in the focastle: the other half on 

the Upper Deck making --- the cut garments. Those making--- in the afternoon. These operations 

were reversed by the forenoon school party taking the work on deck., and the work party of the 

forenoon going below to school; thus all had a share of fresh air of the day, and in the evening 

after supper, all were mustered on deck to diversions of dancing, leap frog, and which were 

encouraged until the calling of the rolls, when all retired cheerful and happy.  

 

No symptoms of Scurvy appeared throughout the ship which I doubt not ever contracted by 

the afore means, and the drinking of the lime juice and wine mixed, aided also by the great boon 

of victulating on the preserved meats. An occasional serving out of Medical comforts was 

carefully and sometimes liberally allowed to the ……  children, and to the pea soup. I allowed 

a few pints of barley to be regularly added which improved it much and I have no doubt had a most 

salatory effect. 

The water closets were cleansed two or thee times a day and sprinkled with the chloride of zinc, 

the purifying effect of which were very satisfactory. 

The excellent results from the fluids were very apparent during the voyage, which I have noticed 



in my Nosological Return, and may here repeat. 

 

On the early part of the voyage, a most offensive efflavid was perceptive for and aft the Ship, 

more particularly between Decks: from the Master  ------ that on her proceeding voyage---- as 

partly caded with JEA Elephant Oil, some of which was supposed to have excepted and rain 

stagnant about the hold, causing this odours when the Ship was pumped dry. I caused two 

and three buckets of salt water, mixed with the due proportion of this invaluable fluid to be 

thrown down the pump, beside one or two into the air holes so as to reach the timbers: this 

mixture was left to circulate about a couple of days, when it was again pumped dry, and the 

intolerable odour was as new afterwards perceived, much to the comfort of the families and 

Prisoners 

 

The voyage altogether was auspiciously healthier and winds generally fine and favourably Ship 

running to the -- quarter in twenty seven days from Spithead, thence to the meridian of the 

Cape in twenty eight days, and sighting the Islands and Head Lands in the vicinity of Swan 

River on the eighty second day. 

 

An average daily rate of the temperature is given below. Winds varied according to the latitude 

and Longitudes passed through. Strong gales blew from the ---- and South ---- on nearing the 

coast, with hail of a large size, and thunder and lightning. 

 

The disembarkation of the Pensioners and Prisoners did not take place for three weeks after our 

arrival at Fremantle for want of accommodation on shore. During that time fresh supplies were 

issued daily and on landing all were cheerful and healthy. 

 

The anchorage is an open roundstead, surrounded by numerous Islands, Reefs and Shoals. It 

being winter season, occasional violent gales from the West and South West blew with heavy 

rains, sending in mountainous seas, and these were replaced by beautiful and bracing weather 

climate, then delightful for weeks. 

 

Mainland is low and very sandy, undulating, and covered with brushwood along the coast. The 

cultivatable and pasture land by is sixty or seventy miles both eastwards and southwards of Perth, 

the seat of Government, but it has for years been degenerating, I believe for want of capital, 

labour and --. The expenditure attendant to the Penal Establishment now formed, and the services 

of the Convicts on obtaining their ticket of leave will, it is supposed give an impetuous to the 

prosperity of the Colony. 

The Pensioners had grants of land given to them, some went to their trades, others to service and 

at the end of three months residence in the Colony. I observed great reaction had commenced.  

 

signed John GIBSON Surgeon, Royal Navy. 

 

ps. I may add that I have respectfully submitted on the following pages copies of letters from 

His Excellency the Governor xc connected with this service. 

Average rates of Thermometers 

---------------------------------- 

March April May June --------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Thermometer 68 Thermometer 70 Thermometer 56 Thermometer 60 

 

Winds NW to E/NE Winds Variable Winds Westerly Winds variable 

 



Copy of letter from Convicts on Ship "Scindian" 
 
 

 

Swan River, June 4th. 1850. 

 

 

Doctor John GIBSON 

 

 

 

We the undersigned having been treated by you with the utmost kindness and consideration 

during the course of that voyage, at the close of which we have now arrived, wish to offer you our 

most grateful acknowledgements, the only return in our power, and to assure you that we will 

remember the many benevolent acts by which our comfort has been promoted. 

 

 

 

Here follows seventy five signatures. The whole by the Prisoners :- 
 



Copy of letter from his excellency the Governor of Western Australia  
 

Government House, 

Perth. 

29th. July 1850. 

 

Doctor John GIBSON, 

Sir, 

I cannot allow you to quit this Colony without expressing to you the great satisfaction on 

visiting the Ship "Scindian", under your charge, as Surgeon Superintendent, and it is but justly due to 

you to say, I was scarcely prepared for the order, cleanliness, and perfect ventilation, I found to 

prevail in every compartment of the vessell, nor was it less gratifying to witness the general 

cheerfulness so evident felt amongst the Convicts, as expressed to you in their address of thanks, 

giving simple proof of your humane and successful management of them, during. a long and trying 

voyage. 

It is hardly necessary to say that it will always give me much pleasure to learn that the 

Admiralty select you for a service you appear to have carried out with unusual success and aiding 

by such previous good training the continued management of these people in our Depot.  

 

I remain, Yours faithfully, 

(signed) Charles FITZGERALD. Governor. 

Copy of letter from Comptroller General, Convict Establishment 
 

Fremantle, Western 

Australia, 3rd. July 

1850. 

 

Doctor John GIBSON 

 

Sir, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt at your hands of seventy five prisoners landed at this 

port from the Ship "Scindian". 

 

The whole of the men landed in a most satisfactory state, as regards health, cleanliness and 

propriety of behaviour, and I have much satisfaction in bearing testimony to your zealous and 

conscientious discharge of the responsibility duties of Surgeon Superindent, corrborated by the 

order regularity and cheerful obedience displayed by the Prisoners, both during the voyage, and 

since their landing. 

 

I have the honour to be Sir, your  -----------  

(signed) E.Y.H. Henderson Captain Ret., 

Comptroller General. 

 

 

 



 

General Orders continue next page 

General Orders - For the Guidance of the Prisoners 

The following regulations to be strictly attended to by the Prisoners and duly enforced by 

the Boatswains or Constables of the Prison or Deck or such other as the Surgeon 

Superindent may place in Authority over them. 

Rule 1 The Main Prison is under the immediate superintendence of the two Boatswains (One 

on each side) , and two on the upper deck who are to maintain order in their respective 

stations. They are to attend to the cleanliness of the Prison and people, and to report 

any irregularity that may occur, to me. 

Rule 2 The whole of the Prisoners are to be formed into divisions, of which one division is, in 

its regular succession to be on Deck at daylight, with beds lashed ready for stowing, weather 

permitting. Exercise and cleanliness are the objects of this regulation and the division of 

the morning is intended to pump, hand wal---- and c, and to be ready for inspection bare legs 

and arms in such time as to allow the rest of the Prisoners time to come on Deck, stow 

their beds, wash their hands and face in good time before breakfast. 

Rule 3 Breakfast to be served as soon after eight o'clock as possible. Dinner at one 

o'clock, and supper not later than four o'clock. Decks to be swept after every meal. Two 

men from the Messes alternativly to attend, and see the rations served and justice done.  

Rule 4 A man of a Mess to conduct the business of the Mess for the day and 

every misconduct and injustice to be reported to me. 

Rule 5 Two Messes alternativly to clean the Prison and Water Closets under the 

superindence of the Boatswain, and when done they are to report to me for inspection. As 

soon as this duty is done the Prisoners are to be permitted free ingress, egress, regress as I 

deem them to merit that indulgence. 

Rule 6 The Messes who clean the Prison are to remain in charge, and responsibility 

from eight in the morning until eight in the evening. 

Rule  7 Tuesdays and Fridays being appointed for scrubbing and washing clothes, it is 

strictly prohibited on any other days, and as proper clothes lines will be rope for the occasion. 

It will be considered punishable to hang clothes by any other than the clothes lines.  

Rule 8 Wednesdays and Saturdays are appointed for shaving and on Sundays all 

are to be mustered in clean clothes before Divine Service. 

Rule 9 I desire that every one behaves in a becoming manner during Divine Service.  

Rule 10 It is my desire that proper respect be paid to the Military Officers, Master and 

Mates of the Ship. the Non Commissioned Officers, Sentinels on Duty, and Sailors. Neglect 

on this point shall be punishable. 

 



Inquirer (Perth, WA : 1840 - 1855), Wednesday 19 June 1850, page 3
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The Government Gazette.
The Government Gazette of yesterday contains the appointment

of J. W. Sillifant, Esq , as one of the Magistrates to carry out, in the
Wellington district, the Act 'for the recovery of smalt debts in a

summary way in districts remote from Perth.' Also, the appointment
of the Rev. J. R. Postlethwaite, A.B., as Chaplain, and J. Shipton,
Esq., as Medical Attendant, to the Convict Establishment at Frc
manlle ?

It is notified that the Pensioners arrived per
'

Scindian'
will be at liberty to engage themselves in the service of the colon
ists after the 1st of July ; for particulars application to be made to

Captain Henderson. They consist of 29 labourers, I warehouseman,
8 painters, plumbers and glaziers, 2 clerks, 3 porters, 1 saddler,
1 tailor, 1 joiner, 2 shoemakers, 1 teacher, 4 gentlemen's servants and
grooms, 1 miner, 1 blacksmith, 1 stonemason, I bricklayer's labourer,
I agricultural steward, I

armourer ? Proclamation is made of the

Royal Confirmation of several Ordinances passed in the 12th year of
Her Majesty's reign, the titles of which we will pive in our next

? A letter from all the Convicts on board the ?' Scindian,'
addressed to John Gibson, Esq., R. N., Surgeon-Superintendent,
expressive of their high sense of his kindness and benevolence towards
them during the voyage,

Is published ? Notification is made that
all building lots applied fcr after 17th June, will be put up at the
following minimum prices .-—Perth waterside, St. George's and
Adelaide Terraces, £22 ; Hay-street, £17 , back streets, £12. Fre
mantle. all allotments, £20 j Bunbury ditto. £10 ; York ditto, £fl ;

Guildford. 2-acre allotments, 107.— smaller dilto, 7/. ; Toodyay. 51 ;

Northam, 5f. ; Suburban and other lots within the limits of a town
site to be disposed of according to circumstances.

Government Land Sales — The following lands are
offered for sale by Auction, as under: —

At Perth, the 19th June— Perth Building Lots C Nos.
14 and 15 ; upset prii;e £10 each. Guildfrrd Lots No.
51 ; upset price, £6 ; No. 159; upset price, £3.
f

? On the 3rd July, Perth Building Lat C 13 ; ur set

price £10.
'

? On the lOtli July, Perth Building Lots T 3,
D 19, D 12, and D 15 ; upset price £10 each lot. Perth,

suburban lot No 143, upset price, £9. Guildford Lot No

143; upset price £3.
? On 17th July, Northam building lot No. 15 ; up

set price, £3.
? On the 7th August, Perth Building Lots D 16,

T 6, D 20. and T 4 ; upset price £10 each. Perth suburban

Lot No 32 ; upset price £9.
? On the 4th Sept, Perth Building Lots T 5, D 18

D 14 ; upset price, £10 each.

At Fremnntlc, 19th June — FremBnlle Building Lots

Nos. 45G, 403, and 414 ; upset price, £10 per lot.

? On 26th June, Fremantle Building Lot No. 155.

upset price, £10.

At Albany, 10th of July, Plantagenet Location, No.



55, comprising 10 acres mure or less, in form of a square,
lying true North and South, true East and West, the

North- \Vest corner of the square being at centre of a larue

mahogany tree marked with a diamond, 11 chains South

of Hay River, end 12 miles West from Mount Barker ;

upset price £1 per acre.

At Bunbury, 5th Autnist, Bunbury building allotment

No. 32 ; npset pric, £5.
? On the 11th Sept., Ditto ditto, No. 53; upset

price, £5.
? On the 15th July, Ditto ditto Nos. 45, 52, aud 54 ;

upset price, £5.



The Perth Gazette and Independent Journal of Politics and News (WA : 1848 - 1864), Friday 14 June 1850, page 2
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Shipping Intelligence.

ABBIVED.-On the 8th instant, the barque ufe»

rope, Harding, from London. Passengers-Mrs.
Conway, Mrs. Leister, Miss Gray, and Masters

Harding and Lloyd. N

IMPORTS per Merope.-354 packages G. Shenton
20 ditto, order ; 963 packages, 42 ash oars, 35 bars
28 bundles iron, l8 iron weights, 394 York paving
stones, 24 grave stones, 12 sink atones, J. W. Da-

vey ; 4 hhdo spirits, 15 packages, A. Francisco ; 3

casos Fawell ; 7 packages, C. Pratt ; 30 packages,
ft hhds. 9 cases spirits, 5 qr. casks wine, 5 casks
cyder, 1 cask currants, 14 casks beer, M. Condron ;

2 cades R. M'B. Broun ; 4 packages, I. Wood ; 17
ditto, H. Gray ; 21 ditto, L. S. Leake ; 6 ditto, J.

W. Turner { l8 ditto, Mrs. Sholl ; 6 ditto, Glyde
140 packages, 20 hhds spirits, 6 kegs tobacco ; 199
bars and 10 bundles iron, W, & R. Habgood ;

- 58
paekages^l2 hhds, 10 casks, 10 qr. casks spirits, 10
cases wine, 50 boxes soap, 20 boxes candles, F.
Croft ; 73 packages, T, & II. Carter ; 3 packages,
Mrs. Lloyd ; 100 casks 35 hhds. beer, 2 cases, L.'

Samson ; 31 packages, A. O'G. Lefroy ; 3 packages
H. & T. Davis ;.

10' ditto; Et. Rev. Dr. Serra ¡ S
ditto J. Dewar; 1 ditto F. Lochee ; 3 ditto G. F.
Moore ; 2 ditto H. Trigg ; 2 ditto, Rev. Smithies;
2 ditto, Governor FitzGerald ; 1 ditto, T. F. Be
dingfield; ÎOHitto Government ; 2 ditto, G. Eliot
1 ditto, B. U. Vigors^ ^ ditto W. P. Clifton ; 3
ditto, J..Inkpen; 1 ditto, Mrs. Cowcher; 1 ditto,

Miss Heal ; 1 ditto, L. SL Bayley ; 2 ditto, Miss
Harris; 1 ditto, A. Trimmer; 3 ditto, J.R. Wol-
laston ; 3 ditto, W. H. Longmate ; 1 ditto, Mid-
dleton ; 1 ditto, Mrs. Ridley ; 2 parcels, Rev. G.
Kibg; 1 ditto, E. Forbes ; 1 case, E. Souper ; 2
ditto, J. S.~Roe j-1 ditto, W. Arnold i 1 ditto, W.
L; Brockman ; 1 trurik, J. Drummond ; 22 pack-

ages, 8 ditto diving apparatus, Government ; 1 bale
G. Wood.

List ofPensioner» by the " Scindian. "

Serjeant-Major John Kirwan; Ssrjeants J. Coylo
and. w". Watts ; Corporals A. Gordon, Henry Bur»



ton, J.'Caldwell,*». Reddin, J. Nicholls, J.Fool ;<

Privates J. Ajkiogon, Mi. TJooisill, J. Winfleld/J.
.yicfcolson, R." Lindsay, "J. Taylor, J.* Skill», G.

Clarke, J. Stark, J. BonaJ.-J/Bfttrpfay; J. R'oütäe,
S. Fairbrother, J. Day, K-MittphV} W. Hubble J.
Hubble, R. Baker, J. Jonss^.G. ölärk; J. Pain, M.
O'Keefe, J. Kingdom, W. Gatty,!!» Roffey, J. Bar-
rett, J. Dulston, T. Hammond^& Watkins, W.
Finlay, J. Harris, H. Herbert,,SvBútterworth, T.
M'MuUen, P. Gallagher, H. Morgan, S. Annear,
G. Bagg, H. Davey, J. Hunt, S^SutftonyJ. Stevens,
J. O'Connors, M. Stokes P. Tèwersv
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On Sunday morning last, the body of the un-

fortunate boy who hiid strayed away from his

mother, tha wife of a Pensioner named" Murphy,
residing at Freshwater Bay, waa discovered Bear

Mr Padbury's farm, the Lime Kilns, a distance of
six or seven miles from the former place. The
child was missed on Saturday the 2nd Instant,

and on the Monday morning following, upon re-

quisition of the parents, some natives were sent

in search by the Guardian of Aborigines, and re-

turned the next day without being able to follow

up any track, in consequence of the heavy rains

which were falling. Mr Symmons, however, was

determined not to relinquish the humane and ne-

cessary pursuit, and again despatched his native

constable on the Tuesday vith provisions for se-

veral day's sojourn in the bush, who on Sunday
returned with the intelligence that he had found
the lifeless body of the child near the Lime Kilns,

fortunately not torn or in any way disfigured by
the native dogs. The constable carried the dead
child on his shoulders, and left the body with the

parents"in Fresh water Bay.-Communicated. [We
hear that the native constable was not the party
who found the body, but that it

was discovered

through Mr Padbury's shepherd putting his dog
upon the track.

One evening last week a robbery was committed
on board'the Evergreen, which was at the time
lying off the Perth Jetty. Some hungry and evil

disposed person stole some pork which had been
left in her, and who must have been tolerably

well acquainted with the schooner to have effected

the robbery with such dexterity.

We are sorry to notice that the slaughter-

houses in Perth are again becoming disagreeable.

We are unwilling to partioularize, yet cannot help
remarking that such nuisances ought to be modi-
fied, if not abolished, at all events in the principal

streets of our capital.

All available hands have been called into requi-
sition to repair the damage done to the Perth
Causeway. The prison-gaog «nd road party from
Mount Eliza have boen employed for the latt few
days on the work.

During the past week we haye heard of two or

three petty thefts' being committed in the neigh-"

bourhood of Perrh. At the Stone Quarry, down
the River, some blankets and other articles have
been purloined. The sooner some attempt ia

made to put a stop to these appropriations the
or in other our should



better, or in other words, our neighbours should
now begin to be more careful of their goods and
chattels than they used to bo.

The Road Party under Mount Eliza most as-

suredly seems to bo proceeding very slowly with
their work. The late very bad weather must no

cessarily have retarded their operations, yet with

every allowance for hupediments thus caused, we

are totally at a loss to understand why greater

progress has not been made. With the present

system and arrangement we fear many years must

elapse before we can hope for the promised Road

between Perth and Fremantle.
On Monday last a Meeting of the Protestant

congregation took placo in St. George's Church,
for the purpose of ascertaining whether the sur-

plus Lighting Fund should be appropriated in

aid of a sum amounting to about £70 required for

immediate and necessary repair of the building.

Colonel Irwin was culled to the chair, and the

meeting, which was by no means numerously at-

tended, unanimously were of opiuion that about

£35 already in hand for lighting the Church,
should be given up towards helping to cover the

expenses calculated by Mr Austin. A conversa-

tion onsued as to the necessity of raising funds

for thoroughly repairing and decorating St.

George's Church, but nothing definite was arri-

ved at. We have omitted to mention that the
Government are prepared to give enough, in ad-

dition to the sum derivable from the Lighting

Fund, to make up £70 for the above repairs.

We have hailed with great pleasure the late

change in the weather, as fears were beginning to

be entertained of want of meat for the use of the
Convict Establishment and market generally. The

consumption has of late materially .increased, and
the smallest check given to the introduction of
cattle and sheep causes the greatest inconvenience,
which we confidently look for a prevention of be-

fore another winter comes round, by the re-con-

struction of bridges and causeways which may be
of service when they axe really required, and not

merely during the summer months when the ma-

jority of travellers would prosecute their journeys
quite as well without their aid.

Assistant Surveyor Hillman has recommenced

marking out the Pensioners Lots in North Fre-
mantle, which had been retarded by the late un

clcment weather.
Considerable damage has lately been done to

the Perth Causeway by the floods. For several

days it was nearly -impassable, and considering
that this was the only means of passing from
Perth to Guildford, and consequently to the



Perth to Guildford, and consequently to the
Eastern portio» of the colony, we may with con-

fidence assert that wo were in a tolerable fix.

Much inconvenience has been experienced from
unavoidable delays in delivering some of the mails,

and we regret to announce that one mail was lost

on Sunday the 3rd August belween York and

Northam, by the party being washed from his

horse who was conveying it across the Avon.
We warmly congratulate tho inhabitants of

Albany upon having tho Pilotage Fees and Har-

bour Dues done away with. Constant complaints
have been made of the injury done to the Port at

King George's Sound by continuing the above

exactions, and we are happy to find that the Go-
vernment have seen the necessity of responding
to the wishes of the inhabitants.

Mr James Guerin, of the Vasse District, has
received the appointment of Native Police

Constable.

Mr Moore's bridge, or what went by that name,
was lately washed away by the floods, and we un-

derstand that a subscription has been set on foot

for replacing it.

Another Lecture will be delivered at the Court
House on Wednesday evening next, by Mr Alfred
Durlacher, on the Progress of Learning and Lite-

rature in England from the very earliest ages.
The Lecturer has certainly selected a most inte-

resting subject, and one which will give him ample
scope for research and discussion. Mr W, D.

Williams proposes to lecture on the following

Wednesday upon the interesting subject of Optics.

Six Policemen will be placed on duty in a few'

days for protection and security of the inhabi-

tants of Perth. The Magistrates had a meeting'

on Wednesday last to define their duties, and we

have no doubt that, under the able direction of
Mr Mackie, measures will be adopted for the
above object, which will give general satisfaction.

We may now soon hope to see an end put to the

grouping together of idle parties at the corners of

our streets, who have been in the habit of wan-

tonly annoying and insulting all
persons who

were incapable of protecting themselves. In

some cases their annoyances have been carried to

a still greater extent 5 but we have now every
reason to look for botter things.

We understand that the Committee appointed

to settle the Land Regulations have finished

their sittings, and we presume that the results of

their meetings will shortly be made public.

A man who had evidently been sacrificing largely

at the shrine of Bacchus, took it into his head to

escort the Governor's children and their female



attendants on Tuesday last to the vestibule of Go-

vernment House ; for which extreme piece of po
liteness he was in return escorted by two men to

the Look-up, and there provided with lodgings for

the night. This ought not to have occurred, as

we saw this man rolling about the streets in a

disgraceful state of intoxication at different times

for two or three hours before his incarceration ;

and we certainly are of opinion it is high time

that the constables should not always be the last

persons to know anything about scenes of this

nature.

We are informed that some discontent is mani-

fested in the York district, in consequence of the

Ticket of leave party who have lately arrived there

being at present only employed in clearing the al-

lotment on which they are located. No instruc-

tions have as yet been received as to the public

work on which these men are to be engaged.

The M. JP. Cassilly is expected to sail the be-

ginning of next week.

We understand that some arrangements are

pending for granting a piece of land whereon 4o

erect the necessary buildings for the Mechanics'
Institute. His Exoellency.Beems anxious in every
respect to further the objects of the society.

Fremantle.
A preliminary meeting was held on Friday for

the purpose of forming a Mechanics' Institute and
Library j this meeting was well attended and
gave promise of a prosperous advancement. The
following resolutions were passed :-That the sub-
scription towards the Institute at Fremantle be 5s

per quarter.-That a meeting be held at Wellard'a
Hotel, on Friday the 15th inst., at 7 p.m., for the
admission of members and the transaction of the
general business of the Institute.-That the pro-
ceedings of the Institute be advertised as soon as

possible in the colonial papers.-That His Ex-
cellency the Governor be solicited to become the
Patron of the Institute.-That the committee bo
empowered to receive subscriptions and donations
on account of the Institute, and that subscription
lists should be opened at the W. A. Bank and the
offices of the Journals. Mr J. W. Davey waB

appointed Treasurer, Mr Austin, Secretary, and
Messrs Turkis, D. Moore, Pope, Carter, Johnston
and Ralston, were elected as committee, Ivith

power to add to their number if
necessary. Do-

nations to the amount of £19 were banded in, a

subscription list opened, and another meeting
appoiuted for this evening, to be held at Wehard's



Hotel.

An accident happened to the M. JP. Cassilly

while shifting her berth on Monday last, she
having come foul of the Pyrenees, slightly damag-
ing that vessel, carrying away her own flying and
springing the jib-boom. i

The building near the Tunnpl, originally inten-

ded as a Guard House for the Pensioners, but
now to bo appropriated for the use oí the Police
is completed, and constitutes an admirable bar-
rack,for the purpose.

WE publish below the letter of Mr
Hawes, the Under Secretary of State, to

the ferm of: Schneider and Co., respecting

Guano at Shark's Bay. We readily ac-

knowledge that we were somewhat wrong
in our supposition, that the Home Go-
vernment sought to confer upon Messrs.
Schneider a monopoly of the article, or

indeed to give them any advantage which
His Excellency is not at perfect liberty to
confer upon'any other party. We must
recollect that this letter was written at a

time' when the Home Government had

every reason to suppose that the deposit

of guano was very extensive, and in di-

recting His Excellency to grant to one

firm a lease of only a portion of one island,

or even of a whole island if others were

discovered, Earl Grey sheered wide of

monopoly, by at the same time leaving it

to His Excellency's discretion, whether
leases upon the same terms should not be
granted to other parties, which he bas
availed him,self of by giving an equal ad-

vantage to Messrs Gibson, and Co. We
can readily conceive that the Home Go-
vernment were anxious to avert the chance
of similar scenes occurring at Shark's Bay
as at Ichatoe, where it commonly hap-

pened that the crews of vessels fought for

their cargoes, and there can be no doubt
that the system of leasing the islands so

long as monopoly is -guarded against, was

well calculated to prevent such occurrences

We hear tbat guano
is not looked upon



by the Home Government as the property
of the colony, but is asserted to be a droit

of the Admiralty, and in such case Earl

Grey has merely followed the usual course,
in directing how it is to be disposed of,'

although at the same time the revenue'

arising from it is given up to the colony.

Protesting as every colonist must do,

.against'the justice of any Imperial claim;

'to'whaííought tofbe solely colonial pro-
perty^ whether it be guano or waste lands,

we look with a jealous eye upon
all inter-

ference by the Home Goveenment in their
disposal, and while we do not think Earl

Grey so much to blame in the present
instance, having merely followed the usual

course in acting upon a fancied right, we

deny the justice of that right, and there-

fore protest against any attempt to act

upon
it. His Excellency when referring^

to the subject of guano au the opening of *

the last session oí the Legislative Council,

intimated his doubts whether it might not'

be claimed as Imperial property, and we

now find his surmises to be correct, but
we are unable to conceive how a just title

can be made out ; usage certainly cannot

constitute it, for, with the exception of

Ichaboe, no former instance has occurred,

and in that, if we are correctly informed,

both the property and the management of
it were tacitly allowed to the Government

of the Cape of Good Hope ; but, we sup-

pose, with increased knowledge by the
Home Government of the impossibility of

their managing properly the affairs of dis-

tant colonies, comes an increased desire to

attempt it, and hence the present inter-'

fcrence which, although happily not of

, any great moment, yet serves to keep up
the principle.

Our contemporary appears to consider

that Governor EitzGerald has been used

somewhat harshly by Earl Grey's inter-

ference, but we much doubt if such is His



Excellency's opinion, as wev are all.aware

that colonial Governors are but the mere

creatures of the Home Government, de-

puted in fact to carry out such instruc-

tions as may be conveyed to them, and
that upon any subject they can only act
subject to the approval or alteration of
the Secretary of State, and this rule we

find to have been followed by Governor
FitzGerald in the present instance, in

twhich we believe he has acted up, almost
to the letter, Earl Grey's instructions ; if

anything he has gone beyond them and
granted a virtual monopoly to two firms,

which from Mr Hawe's letter, we conceive

was never intended. "We regret that with
this document, the dispatch referred to

was not published, as we should suppose
that in it a space

is directed to be leased

to Messrs Schneider estimated to contain

»'certain number of tons, which if com-

pared with the quantity supposed to eiist,

would probably prove the fact that no

monopoly was ever intended to be created,

or greater advantages given to one party,

than His Excellency might confer upon
others.
]

The following is Mr Hawe's letter :

-i Sir,-With reference to the interview which Lord
'Grey had on the 4th inst. with yourself and Mr
¡Gurney Fry, I am directed by His Lordship to
'acquaint

you that he has considered the proposals

which have been brought before him for establish-

ing a trade in the guano found in the locality of
Shark's Bay, on the coast of Western Australia.

Lord Grey~CHmrot,'--witft-a^itra "tegard to the

publio interest, consent to grant to an individual,

or even a single company, a monopoly of the guano
discovered in the territory of Western Australia ;

but His Lordship is prepared to direct the Go«
vernor to give to yourselves, or the association

which you propose to form for that purpose, a

lease of such portion of the island on which the

guano has been found as would enable you, or the
association, to make the necessary arrangements
far shipping it without being interfered with by
Other parties ; the condition of the grant being
(hat the association should pay one pound per
ion according to the registered tonnage of the



to the registered tonnage of the
ships carrying the guano.

Lord Grey will also instruct the Governor to
give the association all the facilities which he can

afford them for obtaining the services of convicts
in carrying on their operations, and he will in-

struct that oflicor, if there are moro islands than
one, on which guano

is to be found, and if it

should be possible consequently to give them the
lease of one entire island, without creating a

monopoly, which might be detrimental to the
public to adopt that course.

I am directed to add that if

you
will inform

'

Lord Grey of the period at which the gentleman
whom His Lordship understands you propose to
send out to make arrangements for carrying on

the undertaking, will prooeed to the colony, His
Lordship will transmit to you a duplicate of the
despatch which he will address to Governor Fitz
Gerald on this subject, together with a letter in-

troducing your agent to that officer.

I am, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

B. HAWES.
to J, W. Schneider, Esq.

































 


