W.A. IN THE SIXTIES.
THE LASH AND LEG-IRONS.
WHY TRANSPORTATION CEASED.

From 1861 the colony was kept well
closing

supplied with convicta.

of other doors to them, snd the
evidens desire of local colomists to
Teloome  them, waeranted the de.

-spatch of as many shi as were
available. The L]H arrived in the
order from 1861 1o January

1868, when transportation coaved :—
shruary Palmerston S 206

[ l“l mas e
} 1882 ... Lincelles .. 308
June, iﬂ ... Norwood (1) ... 200
January, 1863 .. Yok ... .. 00
February, 1863 ... Merchantman (1) is2
BMay, 1863 we Clyds ... -
April, 1864 . Claa(®).., .. 31
Boptember, Merchantman (2) 280
December, 1865 ... ﬁnm::h y ?ﬁ'}
July, 1868 . =

IS . e
July, 1887 Norwood (2) ... 54
Janvary, 1868 . 280
Total 4212
Previous arrivals ... . 5509
Grand total introduced 9721

tralian colonists were generally clamor-
ing for more convicts. The Duke of
Newcastle replied in March, 1861, o
the resotutions of the Legislative
Council concerning tho spparent dila-
twi“ﬂthalnpﬂ“ﬂmiin‘
giving the colony = y of
convicts. He explained that, to|
the limited number of offenders being
ssntenced to periods of imprisonment
of sufficient length to fit them for
transportation, the authorities were
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transportation, the authorities were
not sble te send out the number re-
quired the colony, although they
were ﬂhﬂrﬂﬂﬂ of ﬂ: importance to
Western Amnstralia. The runaway
slave was hunted by dogs ; the conviet
was as relentlessly tracked by blacks.
Occasionally he under the

ine of the Estahlishment and
contrived to outwit his guards and
escape. He wished to reash Eastern
settlements or the islands of the north-
west, The fagitive might make a rush
for liberty while away from the prison
out on public works, or he might be

m—:ud duty about the prison
and his opportunity. A

Warder With a Rifle
stood om sentry ddty; he seldom

aimed to hit the escapce ; it was not
A gun boomed out the

troopers were on regular duty read
for such emergencies ; black t.rnckm{
waited also. A minute after the re-
port of the gun trooper and native
dashed out of their quarters on horse-
. They soon picked up the track,
and he must be a very clever man who
oould escape the keen eye of the black
tracker. Geverally it took but a few
minutes to effect a capture. Rewards
of from £]1 to £5, according to the
circumstances, were given for the re
covery of an escapee. Sometimes the
convict obtained several hours' start,
He had little hope of getting clear,
for what native and trooper could mot
sccomplish an invulnerable Natore
wouid do for them. Generally it was
only newly-transported conviets who
sought to —older hands under-
stood the difficulties too well. The
convict might escape from the prison ;
he had little chance of getting out of
the “priscn yard”—the impassable, in-
hospitable bush. Captain Henderson,
in one of his reports, termed Western
Aunstralia &

“Yast Natural Gaol.”

On one side was a great stretch of
ocean ; inland, nature denied
to eastern sottlemeata. The scaltered
population, the unsurveyed descrt
stretches, the dangers of life
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stretches, the dangers of NI& among LOMDE T mOnLIDE 00 Donuns -

natives, the distance from South Aus-

‘tralia, were barriers secure as Trojan |

walls. Viewed “simply as a gaol, the
colony as if nature had in-
tended it for no other purpose,” wrote
one samthority. According to Go-
vernor Kennedy not a single proba-
tioner escaped up to 1862, and only a
few licket-of leave men. No mem

of the conviet brotherhood flouted the
system with impunity. The gallows,
additional punishment, the cat-o'-nine-
tails, the cell, the chain gang, a
diet of bread and water, were the
punishments. In a few cases ex-
treme measures wers taken—counvicts
were tambled into Eternity through a

trap-door. The populace could witress
the ing. BSometimes convicts were
acou : the extreme number of

lashes at one onc time was one hun-
dred. The zulprit was tied to & tri-
angle by arms, legs, back, and neck, so
that bhe coald mot crouch or escape
the dreaded whipping. The hardest
man was made to plead for pity like a
little child ;

The Cat-'o-Nine-Tails
descended with dreadful certainty.
The convict was iaid on his stomach, |
his raw flesh quivering, his whole body |
shaking with involuntary shuddering.
In & few days the back might be
covered with repulsive  festering
wounds. Tke dark cell was occasion-
ally as much feared as the cat-o’nine-
tails. Night and day were much
alike. The convict could hold as many
monologues as he wished with the
dim four walls of his cell. The

whose life was domi-

by a brutal nature whose
ordinary conduct suguested little of
the coward, whimpered and prayed
for a little light. The cat-o-nineail«
and the dark cell made him as tem-

y willing and obedient as a dog.

diet of bread and water usually
accompanied the latter punishment.
Thﬂﬁghldﬁhlﬁ men appealed to

il

gether, night and day. If he shifted
his feet while asleep the links clanked.
It was difficult to walk with eass; it
seemed impossible to strike off the
rude iron bands, bat convict: ocea-
sionally did so. To the listener

The Clank of Fetters

system. The
BEstablishment at Fremantle often
with their jangle. Truly, in respect

i lh.nunriv:{‘hmth:::und
was grotesque. nwhile there were
growing up in W.A. numercus monn-
ments of the labor of convicts. From
Albany to York to Toodysy, from
Bussslton to Fremantls to Port
Gregory, public works of vaiied des-
ipti were reared.
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o A Loy
i who should enter-
prisingly devote the whole course and
market of their time to developing
those resources which their land con-
tained. It was their very natoral fear
that by a eontinued introduction of
convicts to Western Australia, the
whole eontinent would be ovetrun with
men whose

weighty consideration from the Im-
perial Governmeat, and they con
stantly sought to put an end to the
influx of Eastern punpla
also contemplated taking up land in
the new northern district, but obpnud
te while convicts were sent
there, Western Aﬂtrdh.m id not
view the matter in exactly the same
light, and once or twice they mur-
toared aguinst outside interforence.
Tney denied that Vietoria and SBouth
Australia suffered from an inflax of
Western Australian felonry, and
agaiu contended that where conditional-
pardon meun did migrate they became
law-abiding. But generally they took
small notice of the eastern movement.
Repeated répebsentations of the rights
of the Eastern Colonies were finally
taken into serious consideration by
the Imperial Government, and wet
with the desired end. Thus, as early
as 1864, and irrespective of Western
Australians themselves, it was finally

decided to o
Mnimum
after a given The local

i period.
authorities had proposed to forward
batches of sonvicts to the naw sattle-
ments formed in the north, suot the
Seeretary of State vefused to grant his
asserit. In a despatch dated 20th
November, 1864, he prohibited such a
course, and moreover, said that afuer
a period of three years conviet trans
portativn to Western Australia must
cease alwgether, He explained that
the Guvammeuh was led to this deter- |
mination in deference to the esrnest |
reumnsmnm of the eastern colonies,
The decision was h.m:l]y tpprm:ttd at
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The decision was hardly appreciated at
first, and some doubt existed on the
question. The Chamber of Commerve
at Perth, with characteristic confidenoce,
made bold

Requests for Compensation

| It resolved that “No time should be

lost in asserting the claim of the colony
to compensation ; that free immigra-
tivn at the expense of the Imperial
Government should be cuntinued for
10 vears; that, as the eonviets have
been employed 1n the erection of bmld-
ings for their own oceupation, and that
now when the buoildings are completed
wo are to be deprived of that labor
which should be availalle for roads, a |
grant of £250,000, psid annually in
sums of £325,000, from the Imperial
funds, be asked fur." Coloni ts and
their friends in England also asserted
the claims of Western Austialia to be
treated T;::h some m cousideras
tion. interview Secretary
of State ll':si asked what compensation
would be awarded. They were vaguely
informed that some wance would
be made, but were advised not to ask
for money. Confirmatory news of the
Imperial Government's intention was
won received. The House of Com-
mons was informed eary in 1865 tla-

convictism to the colony would cense
in three time. The resolution
was aihered to, and in 1863 the e dony
¢ ased to be s dumping-ground fur
British criminals. — Kalgoorlie “San."




