WAR OFFICER TO CAPTAIN BRUCE.

11 July 1850.

Sir,

As you are acquainted with the preparations of the Enrolled and Pensioner paylists,
and the management of the accounts connected therewith, it seems necessary to
give you such instructions only as may be requisite for the conduct of the
pensioners placed under your command during the voyage to Western Australia,
and | therefor to request your attention to the following points.

Surgeon Superintendent and Masters of Convict Ships Instructions:

You will find on board the “Hashemy” a copy of the Instructions for Surgeons
Superintendent and Masters of Convict ships, which your attention is directed and
you will throughout the voyage use your best endeavours with these persons to
maintain the necessary discipline regularly and cleanliness among the men under
your command and their families.

Mutiny Act and Articles of War pensioners subject to:

The Pensioners being subject to the Muting Act and Articles of War so long as they
are in receipt of Pay you will act as regards them precisely as you would with
Regular Troops, and you will conform in all respects to H.M. regulations for Troops
embarked in Convict ships, which you will find at page 100 of the instructions before
referred to in the preceding paragraph.

Offences: Punishment of:

In all cases of offences on shipboard or on shore you must be particularly careful to
take notes of the evidence in the presence of the offender and report the same in
the manner laid down in page 18 of the Provisional Instructions, a Copy of which is
herewith forwarded, a precaution which is the more necessary as, from the
remoteness of Western Australia there will be great difficulty and loss of time in
referring that Colony in the event of any omission in this respect; and on the
termination of the voyage you will make a report to the captain and with the Staff
Officer at Perth as to the general conduct of these men and their families while on
board.

You can punish minor offences by extra guard or small fines and penalties, to be
deducted from pensions in the manner pointed out in the accompanying printed
copy of Fines and Penalties with which you have been supplied. In the case of
grave offences you can resort to the punishments of confinement, under the
authority of the Captain of the vessel, or threatened removal from the Force and
forfeiture of all contingent advantages on arriving in Western Australia. Suspension
of pension is to be reserved for offences of the highest class, and is only to be
resorted to under the authority of the Governor of the Colony, to whom you will
report the circumstances which render such a measure necessary, and whose
decision you will act upon pending the approval of the Secretary at War. The power
of the Governor over these men is recited in the Act of the 10™ and 11" Vict. Cap.
54, and the “Conditions of Service for Pensioners in Australia”, a copy of each
document is herewith enclosed for your information and guidance. You will forward
a Return of all crimes committed and the punishment in each case, to this office
every half year; stating the name , regiment, and rate of pension in each case.

Employment on board ship:



You will endeavour to find suitable employment for the men during the voyage. In
fine weather Company Drill and the manual and platoon exercises may be carried
on. Those who have trades and the means of exercising them should also be
encouraged to work during their leisure hours, and every member of each family
should be occupied as mush as possible. The more intelligent of the women and
girls should have charge of such of the female children as require instruction, in
order that they may be taught to read, and also to knit and sew for which purpose a
supply of worsted and sewing materials has been put on board. The boys should be
instructed by some of the older ones about the ship, and some can learn the under
the shoemakers and tailors, if any such be among the Pensioners, how to mend
their boots and shoes and clothing, which may be very useful to them hereafter.

Rations:

Two scales of rations are herewith transmitted fro your information; the one for the
Pensioners acting under your Command as Convict Guards, the other for their
wives and children; and these tables are to regulate the issues during the voyage.

Spirit rations:

The first of these includes a quarter of a pint of spirits per man daily. It does not
seem expedient to sanction so large a quantity for the use of men who have been
represented by their officers as of temperate habits, and who have been selected
on that account for the present duty.

Provisions in lieu of rum:

The Sec. at War, therefore, considers it advisable that only half this quantity should
be drawn for them and that the rest should be exchanged for sugar, cocoa, or tea,
under the 5™ article page 36 of the regulations relative to Convict guards: and in
case the articles thus obtained in exchange are not required for daily use, they may
be accumulated during the voyage and taken on shore by the pensioners.

Except in bad weather the rum is always to be issued with three times the quantity
of water; and the Surgeon is supplied with lime juice which you can obtain to mix
with it, together with as much of the Pensioners sugar as may be required to make it
palatable.

Should any circumstances render it necessary the power of issuing the full ration of
spirits occasionally is vested in you, but this should be done as seldom as possible.

Rations free to Pensioners wives and families:

The rations issued to the Pensioners wives and females during the voyage are free
of any charge, with the exception of the Pensioner named in the margin, (William
White, 99" Foot @ 1s2d% ) who is to pay by stoppage from his pension for the
rations, at the rate of 6d per ration for his wife’s sister, and respecting whom you
have received instructions in the WO letter of 4.7.50.

Bedding, a sufficient quantity of bedding for each pensioner family:

The Emigration Commissioners have put on board the “Hashemy” mattresses and
pillows for each of the double and single births with a pair of blankets and a
counterpane for each of the single ones, the whole of which the Secretary for the
Colonies has authorized becoming the property of the pensioners at the termination
of the voyage, provided they have conducted themselves to your satisfaction, and
on your reporting the same to Captain Bruce he will divide it among them



accordingly; but in the event of any of the men being in your opinion unworthy of
this indulgence no issue of bedding will be made to them, and, in that case, it will be
returned into store with the clothing.

S.0. to report to Governor & Commanding Officer:

Immediately on your arrival in the Colony you will report yourself to the Governor
and Officer Commanding at the station, and during the remainder of the time that
the men are on Military pay they must be considered precisely in the same light as
regular Troops. When that period has expired they are no longer amenable to
Military law, except on the days when called out for exercise, or in aid of the Civil
Power.

Quarterly reports of strength and provision of Barrack accommodation:

You will report quarterly to the Officer Commandant on the station, and to the
Colonial Secretary, for the information of the Governor, the state of your Force,
shewing the numbers fit for duty, and the Governor has been requested to make
arrangements with the Military Authorities to provide a room in Barracks for your
arms, another for an Officer to pay the men, and one for your permanent Sergeant.

Courts Martial & liability to serve on:

As an Officer holding a Staff appointment equivalent to full pay, you will be liable to
serve on Courts Martial, and other Garrison duties, required from Officers of the
same rank, although the Pensioners may not be acting in a Military capacity at the
time.

Cottages and land for Pensioners, conditions of occupancy:

In the event of ground and cottages being allotted to the Pensioners it will form a
condition of the grant that they ate to attend under Arms every Sunday for Church
Parade, without any other remuneration than the free occupancy thereof, and in that
case they will not receive any pay for the 12 days in each year that they are called
out for exercise, the house and land being considered more than equivalent to that

Sale of spirits by Pensioners prohibited:

Under no pretext that ever are pensioners to be permitted to sell spirits or
intoxicating liquors of any description in the houses allotted to them. Should any
attempt be made to do so, either in their own names or the manes of others, they
will immediately forfeit possession of the house and ground occupied by them, and
they will be liable to remove therefrom for every breach of good order tending to
indiscipline and immorality into the Force.

Drunkenness, repression of:

You will endeavour by every means in your power to repress drunkenness among
the pensioners under your Command after landing in the Colony, and when other
means fail of success, you will report the name of the offender to the Secretary at
War, in order that arrangements may be made for his removal from the Force; and
the expense incurred in taking out his family will be stopped from his pension under
instructions from this Office, to which you will report the circumstances.

I"" Detachment. Taking over & mode of obtaining money for pay:



On your arrival in Western Australia you will take over from Captain Henderson, to
whom you will shew this letter as your authority for so doing, the Detachment which
sailed under his command, with which arrangement he has been made acquainted
in the WO letter of the 18™ Feb last, and the Treasury has been requested to direct
the Commissary Dept to issue such sums as may be required by you from time to
time for the payment of the pensioners, and your own allowances, which are 10/6
per day, besides 1/- per diem Command money, together with any pay to which
they may be entitled under the conditions of the service, on your furnishing that
department with the usual estimate in such cases.

Monthly, weekly payments:

The Pensioners may be paid either monthly or weekly as you find most conducive
to their interests, till they find employment, the latter course would be preferable lest
a larger amount should be squandered and they and their families be left destitute.
The arrears of pension will be paid when the men land, provided they then find
employment; but until they do so, it would be much better to keep the sum in
reserve to assist them when their Enrolled pay ceases; but this must of course be
done with their consent.

Pay lists. Transmission of reports of progress made in cultivation of land:

You will transmit pay lists to this office as soon as possible after your arrival, and
you will report every quarter till further orders the progress made in settling the men,
the number who have obtained employment the rates at which they have been
engaged, and in the event of their being settled on land, the progress made in its
cultivation together with any information which is likely to be useful in determining
as to the expediency of sending other Pensioners to the same settlement.

A list of the men who will accompany you is herewith transmitted, and on reference
thereto you will perceive that the Pensioners named in the margin will expire on the
date specified against each man’s name; and you will take care, therefore not to
pay tem beyond such dates, on which they must be discharged from the Force as

no longer being Pensioners.
44ft @6d Chris Markey, 6" Dgs @ 6d Rich Brown, 26" fi @ 7d Thos Clarke, 74" fi @6d Chas Fitzcharles,
42" Ft @ 6d John Wright, 2™ dgs @ 6d Wm H. Shore.



