OUR FIRST “ARMY.”
EARLY MILITARY HISTORY.

——

" Address by Colonel Collett.

-""*l'ir“'ﬁ'-il‘i.i the Prese suls-hraneh of the
.H-".‘ulrn'-l .‘\'|-'|||'- L o L'I'-'I:JIE‘E" 'l.i,"'.nti‘h!d'.'. the
prisident of ¢ Leengue (Col. Collett) Eave
Boine intervsting facta about the carle

military affuirs of Western Ausiralia. He |
s — |

_"T“u' firat reqular troops to appeir in
Western Australia landed at King George's
sound on Christhins Iday, 184, and form-
il part of an expedition, despatched from
Syvdney, to found a settlement The de-
tachment belonged to the 3el Fraot (now
the 1at Battalion of the Dorset Reginment)
and was commanded by Major Lockyes,
of the 57th Regiment (now the st Bute
talion of the Middlesex Henment). Major
Lovkyer's descendonts included Sir Nicho-
las Lockyer, who did sueh pood work for
soldiers during and alter the war, Durs
ing 1828 a furiher expedition to form a
settlement at the Swan River wuas organ-
ised by the Britwh Government., A rte-
quest wns made to the War UNHee to fur-
nish troops not exceeding 100 in number.
This was agreed to and the details were
annonnced as follow:—A captain, a lisis
tenant, 2 ensigns, an assislant surgeon, 3
sevgeants, 3 corporals, o bugler, 5 pri-
vates and 32 women and children. These
wete drawn from the No. 2 or Light Com-
panv of the 83rd Regiment of Foor—after
wards culled the West Buffulk Regimeut |
and now known as the 14t Battalion Man-
chester Regiment, The numbers that ac
tually embarked revealed o shortage of twe
privates and an exerss of one womin
child. The War Office ulsa notifiad that
the officers had no famibes with the ex-
ception of the assistant surgeon, who would
resquire accommodation for five ladies. The
doctor waa drowned in Table Bay during
the voyage. The treops embarked oup
H M3, Bolphur, which arrived in Cock-
burn Sonnd on June 8 184, Ther die
rirbarked on June' 17 and remained
the colony for four vears, OF the officers
it 15 interesting to note that 18 vears luter
Captain ITrwyg became Gavernor of the
colony. Thul?l‘wm River nnd lrwin-street
are named after him,

“The life of the troops in the new coun
try muy he easily imagines]. While a large
proportion of them were in the possazqion
of a knowledge of some trade, they were
mostly employied on publie works fatigaes,
and there w something familiar i the civil
engiteer's eomplaimt to the Governor that
be could not get satisfactory work ont of
them. His Esxcellency was pleased to di
rect the Q.U Troopa to take immediate
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!.t_*-.-_r-T.}|i_'_‘-l...1'.t-fr._-'-f;;1:;;; to take immediate
action by detailing a non-commissioned
efficer to superintend each futigue,

Soldiers’ Rations.

“In the way ot rations | have been ahle
to gather that there were allowed, daly,
1}y, of bread or b, of biscuit, 1lb. of
irvah meat, and one pint of wine or a
third of a pint of spirits. But on arrival
hore Cantain Irwin recommended an ad-
dition of coeon or eoffee, rice, curry stuff
—in all ‘sufficient to give a brenkinst and
srpper.' Women were allowed half ra-
tions and chikiren under twelve gquarter
rations—except that extra breod was to be
issueil in Jien of wine or spirits,  I'vom
evidences T am a little dubious about the
fresh meat because, later, Captain lewin
asked that the Assistant Surgeon be piven
anthority, on aconunt of an outhreak f
Beurvy, to bssue, or authorise to be ssned,
fresh or presefvied meat to those who e
thought needed . There was also 4 come-
plalnt o resard to the diffieulty in e
curing groen vegetables; nnd 1 ennnot sons
eeive that the wine and spirt jszue =tood
thi strain for long. The pay of the troons
wiis a5 follows:—The captain, 117 a day,
liws CErtuin MInOr §iophades for THOW IR S
suppled: o Deotenant, §.6: an ensign, 53
a sergeant, 1/10; a eorporal, 11l a bugler,
Thl.: a private, after 14 vears" serviee, Sd..
from 7 to 14 years' service, Td.. under 3
¥eurs' serviee, Dd,

“In 1833 the company of the Rird Regi-
ment was relieved by two comupanies of
the st Roval SBeots Fusthers), v hich,
in turn, were replaced o 1840 by & similar
tores of the 3lst Regiment (King's Own
Yorkshire Light Infantry). Later reliefs
consisted of one company only, and were
supplied firetly by the ®th  Regiment
{Duke of Edinburgh's Lanarkshive Reg-
ment, disbanded during the penultimate
devade of the 10th ceptury), and secondls
and lastly by the 18th Regiment (Suaffo'k
Regiment). Royal Engineer officers anl
detachments of the Roval Sappers and
Miners arrived at- various dates, the total
of the latter corps at one time exceeding
100 rank and file, These artificers were
pr'tm-iru!]y eiigaged in directing and super-
intending the work of the vonvict gangs
an the public works of the ecolony. The

whole of the regular troops  while
slationsd in Western Australia  form-
el portion  of . the EATTIROT of

the Australion colonies, the headiquartory
being at various times situated n Syduoey,
Maibourne, and Neow Zealand.

Military Pensioners,

“The last of the Queen's troops leit Fre-
mantle for Hobart on Mareh 8 1863, Hut
Wegtern Austealin woe not lefe defenceless,
Ag g part of its emigration paliey the Home
Grovernment in .",55" commenced to seml

S SRS L L i

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article32246461



Grovernment in 1850 commenced to send
out parties of military pensioners.  Those
were ol the type of ,which we are strone
ailvocates at the present dav, These pen-
sioners, wha browght their wives and fami-

liss with them. made the voynge on conviet

gipa, of which they formed the gpuards.
On urrival they eithet took up land or en-
tered into the service of the seitlers. This
wliey was continued for many vears, and

{:1, 184 sometliing over 2000 nersing had |

thus bewn wdided to the population,

" Representations made by the Governor
as to the weak state of the garrison of the
colony elicited a reply (18M) from the
Duke of Neweastle that in view of the dig-
turhed state of politics in Burope. the Gov.
ernment wis not prepared to merease the
number af troops, bot sugrestinge that ad-
vantage should be taken of the mbux of
molitary pensioners to enrol them as an
anxilipry toree to the rezalars.  Action was
H T I:I!'Illl..."'.'i' I‘iL’Fﬂ, .'|.I--! |.'|'|'p'|‘||'11 -III]JFI H'TTJ"“.’.
who had arrived o the eolony with the
first detachment, was appoimted stof-otheer
tov the enrolled pensioner foree, This unit.
which nt one tine showed & strength of
aver N, nestsbed the lime cotapatides o thie
varions parrison dotios, amd finallv pasame-
il all l'l'-'ll-l'!'ll.qliilli-'lf.l*lt, At are Yinge abant
JN rapk and file were thus eontinuonzly
employ el Captpin Finnerty stuceeedod
Captan Breuce,  Tn Novemlwer, 1580, thes
Enrolled PMevsioner Foree wos abinlizhed
and @ mew ek, the Forolls! Guaoard, was
tormail from amongst its memibaore. Xoareh
31, T witnesse] thie Tast poarade of this
Licilv of mld sa To sceanmsdate the
trowiges sl gomed lows=ve were ookt whee=
C Al l]l'T.I |I|'-I|'!‘- Ve :-4'1'1|'|I-r'l:?-T
taomisd Barrgrks wte in. Perth
in TR, gl wepe aitpated] bwtween the pre-
Ei vt ERTIL ”I it sl 1hie .[-1'1'.I-'-| v b -'||||.1I..."l-
Henee the time of that stroet. Bartacks
for the Barolled Pensioner Forre were com-

il iys

wtn-
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merem] i Sontheterrpee,. Fiemantle, in
185 nral still stand I'I 1837 1] i ._11:""|:
whitely tarks thi Wt L e i1 -III il nE,
Livapree s terriee. Perth, was Daaian It wps
diesigrn] o it 1l terensnsl
L AR Fistcm 1) it | | R |I: Il'. 1"'|' with
irawal it the vesnlar ten Ti= It ot e
LX) wisaini hieieitinl, miawngine. and othier
W g Norlle rapize woas bgeetia] o NB
Eliza i 18453 Thie Fomiaing ol Tha- 2iin
Tkt sirer =01l tliete, amil the 1490 vurils
fiTime tHEDE whs spimenhope vear where bl
il T O TR O L T TR I fired my re
R PR TN T L a il I ¢ 't wiie vl ol bt
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for the velunteer movement, adjourned.
Within a few days the Governor gave his
sanction to the fdrmation of the corps,
which, seven daye later, had increased ils
stre
chief metractor, Lieutenant Thoreld, RIS,
Qerl'nrrut-d the duties of adjutant, and
NAOUWs of the 12th Regiment were the
drill instructors. For a while dnlls enm-
menced at 530 am. and 8 pm, daily and
ne fault could be found with an averuge

attendance of 80, The Perth Gazette' of
Uetober 11, 1861, says:—

We bhare little local Intelligence this week
ather than e relating to the Volpnieers sgd she
display of vesterday . Drill has lately taken the
place of our usaal gvorations, but sich 3 success
ad the field day on Wednesday will make up to
the public for shorteomings in either journalising
or other business,

“Regulations were approved and these
rovided for the election of officers aml
N U8 by a general meeting of !ha_m:rn-

Tl P Tha Besd afllbces mae. Meokele

too M, Uolone]l Bruce acted ns'



N O s by a general meeting of the com-
pany, The first officers were Captain L.
. Leake, Lieutenants M, Dvett and W.
J. Clifton, apd Ensign J. B. Roe.
“All went well until 1872, Captain Leake
appears to have been popular and also to
hiave possessed political ambitwns. It is
piggested that by these means he rame
into eonflict with the (Governor and his
Executive, In smy event, when he was
informed  that no money for volunteers
wiould be provided in the fortheoming es-
timates, he promptly resigned his commis-
sion, Ensign Foe was offered the vacant
commamn], but he dechined 3t, and Captain
Burke, an Imperialofficer, was appointed to
control. When these proceedings came to
the ears of the volugteers a general meet-
g was convened and much indignation
wis expressed at the action of the Gover
nof in withholding funds and iu fsisting
Captain Burke upon them without first
consulting their wishes, Private Loftie
took the floor and enlarged upon the law
and constitutional methods that his Ex-
cellency appeared to be ignorant of. He
Wias eloquently supported by Sergeant Hill-
man, who wound up his oration by mov-
ing. amudst “immense cheermg,” that the
corps be dishanded. This was carried and
dishanded it was by a decision of the Exe.
cutive Conneil hurriedly called together for
that purpose. A few months later the unit
wis reformed by a forgiving Gorvernor,
but none of the former officers was re-
appointed and some troable was XTI IenIC
ed by Mr, Hillman iy securing the wecept-
Anee of hie offer to again serve in the
vanks. Fventually, this gentleman, as a
magor, commanded the Metropolitan Rifls
Volunteers and two of his BOIS  servm]
with distinction in the recent war.

With this short account of a rather
dubions neident in the history of the
tamous 1ith Battalion, I conclude tmy talk
with you to-day.

qur\ﬂr] l.zlﬂletl',, on the motion ol the
vresident of the sub-hranch, waz aceorded
n hearty vote of thanks




