
John Costello  

40th Foot 

Enrolled Pensioner Force (Swan River Colony) 

 
Born 

c1818 Freshford, County Kilkenny, Ireland 

 

Died 

29 July 1902, Bunbury, Western Australia, Age 87 

 

Service Detailsi 
 

40th Regiment of Foot 

 

Attested for Service 

21 May 1836 

 

Age on Attestation 

18rys 

 

Service No 

952 

 

Trade 

Labourer 

 

Service Abroad 

East Indies – 4 years 3 months 

Scinde, Beloochistan, Afghanistan – 3 year 11 months 

 

Medal Entitlement 

“ Granted the medal inscribed Candahar, Ghunzee, Cabul Medal 1842 for second Afghan campaign” 

“ Granted a bronze star for Maharajpoor” 

 

Discharged 

15 August 1845 due to impaired vision.  

 

Character and Conduct  

Very Good  

 

Surname Variants:  

Costelloe,  

Note in margin on service record – “This man says his name is spelt “Costello” 

 

 



Enrolled Pensioner Force 

Source: ‘The Veterans’ FH Broomhall 

Faced by heavy demands on the Regular Army for garrisons, the British Government adopted the idea to recruit a force to be used primarily 

to serve as guards in convict ships, and on arrival in the Colonies, to carry out the military duties which would otherwise have been the 

responsibility of the Regular Army. 

They were to be soldiers who had been discharged from military service. They had served in the previous twenty years in Britain’s wars who 

on discharge were awarded pensions for long service & good conduct, for wounds or for meritorious service. 

Staff officers in charge of pension pay offices all over the country were instructed to make it known to their pensioners the conditions of re-

enlistment and to forward to the War Office the names of all candidates for the new unit. 

Convict transportation began to the Swan River Colony in Western Australia in 1850. 

Between 1850 and 1868, the members of the Enrolled Pensioner Force arrived on convict ships, which transported almost 10,000 prisoners 

from gaols of the United Kingdom to the Swan River Colony. Many remained as setters after their military duties were finished.  

Of an average age of 40 they were strong and healthy, well disciplined, loyal and of good conduct. Spread though the thinly populated 

districts, they were a welcome addition to the labour force as warders, police, postmen, tradesmen or agricultural labourers. 

After arrival they could choose to continue on military duty until the next convict ship brought a new contingent of Enrolled Pensioners, or, 

obtain their discharge, remaining as settlers when, however, they could be called upon to uphold the civil authority in an emergency. After 

serving 7 years in the Enrolled Pensioner Force they were eligible for a free land grant of 10 to 33 acres. 

Conditions under which Enrolled Pensioners were recruited included. 

• Free passage for themselves, their wives and children 

• Employment on military pay for a periods of six months from the date of enlistment  

• Liability to attend exercises twelve days each year 

• Liability to serve in defence of the Colony or when called out for the preservation of public peace 

• Land grants after seven years service in the Enrolled Pensioner Force 

They served from 1850, but the need for this force declined after convict transportation ceased in 1868, leading to reductions of their 

numbers and final disbandment in 1880.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Swan River Colony 

John Costello arrived at the Swan River Colony when he was 32 years of age, on 24 October 1850 aboard the Convict transport ‘Hashemy’. 

He is recorded as single arriving alone.  

 

Convict Transport “Hashemy” 

523 ton barque was built in Culcutta in 1817. 

It was employed as a convict transport and left Portland, England on 22 July 1850 bound for the Swan River Colony. 

She carried the second of 37 shipments of male convicts destines for Western Australia. 

The voyage took 95 days and arrived in Fremantle on 25 October 1850 with 131 passengers and 100 convicts. 

Of the 131 passengers, 32 were pensioner guards and their families 

 

Bunbury 

In May 1851, Costello is one of seven pensioners who volunteer to relieve the post garrison by the Bunbury detachment of the 99th foot at 

settlement of Australind in 1851.  

 

Their arrival is recorded in the ‘Perth Gazette and Independent Journal of Politics and News’ Friday 27 June 1851 

 

It is recorded they had stipulated when offering their services that they be allowed to take up barracks in the district until they built their 

cottages on their own allotments. The pensioners would be expected to parade every Sunday and the sergeant in change would transmit a 

fortnightly report regarding their state and activities. In seeking confirmation of this arrangement the pensioners did not seek pay, only six 

months free rations until they could crop their ground. 

The home authorities agreed to these conditions as it was desirable to establish Pensioner villages if possible at all the outstations which 

had required regular military detachments, thus releasing all of the regular troops as well as encouraging a source of labour for settlers. 

The land grants were to be of one acre each. Those volunteering for duty in Bunbury in May 1851 wereii 

Lance Sergeant William White, 99th Regiment 

Corporal John Baskerville, East India Company 

Private Patrick Lee, 41st Regiment 

Private Patrick Carroll, East India Company 

Private John Costello, 40th Regiment 

Private James Connors, East India Company 

Private John Pratt, 21st Regiment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pensioner Allotments – Bunbury 

Stirling Street, Bunbury formed the northern boundary of Governor Stirling’s grant Location 26 of 100,000 acres. The street was first 

developed during the 1850s when several lots were granted to the Enrolled Pensioner Guards. 

The Perth Gazette and Independent Journal of Politics and News Fri 11 Jul 1851 

 
 

John Costello was allocated allotment P7 in 1858 iii 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  Plan dated 1947 Showing lots P8 &part P7 allocated for school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

Looking East along Stirling Street Bunbury c1900, The Pensioner Guard allotments commencing Lot P8 at the dogleg in the 

distance and continuing on the left side of Stirling Street. 

Below: the view today. 

 

 

 



 

Only surviving example of an Enrolled Pensioner Cottage in Western Australia 

1 Surrey Street, Bassendean, Perth 

Built 1857 as the allocated cost of 15 pounds 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Family 

 

Costello arrived in the colony alone. He married Ann Berrigan (date unknown at his stage) and had 3 children. 

 

It is apparent that both John and Ann were devout Irish Catholics having high regard for the schooling of their children. Sending both of 

their daughters to Perth for Catholic education with the Sisters of Mercy.  

 

Son: John Costello jnr 

Born in Bunbury 1853 

 

Daughter: Ellen Costello (Reverend Mother Angela) 

Born in Bunbury 1855 

  

Moved to Dardanup to teach from 1871 – 1877. 

Entered Convent of the Sisters of Mercy, Perth, 20 January 1878.  

Professed on 8 September 1880.  

In charge of Subiaco Boys Orphanage from May 1883 - November 1896. 

Ellen Costello became Mother Angela, the first Australian born superior of the Sisters of Mercy in any of the colonies. 

Appointed the first Mother Superior of the Bunbury Convent 1897 

Died: 4 October 1930, Bunbury 

 

 

 
Thomas Little Memorial Hall, Dardanup  

(Formerly the ‘Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception’ - Rededicated after extensive building renovations in 1979 in memory of Thomas 

Little). 

 

Thomas Little, was a local landowner who sponsored Irish Catholic settlement in the Dardanup area.  

The church land and materials were donated by Thomas Little in 1852 for construction of a church and monastery, similar to St Benedicts 

Monastery of Subiaco and New Norcia. Building began in 1854. 

 

A School was opened on 15 September 15 1857 at the expense of Mr Little. 

 

The church was the first Roman Catholic Church to be built in Western Australia.   

 

 

 



  
Bunbury Herald 14 Dec 1897 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sisters of Mercy Convent, Bunbury – Built 1897 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

Daughter: Mary Costello 

 

Born in Bunbury 1862  

Student - Convent of the Sisters of Mercy, Perth 

Died: 16 February 1876 - Drowned in Lake Monger, Subiaco aged 14 

Buried: East Perth Cemetery 

 

The Herald 26 February 1876 

DEATH BY DROWNING AT SUBIACO. 

We much regret that we have to record a most unfortunate occurrence which took place at the Monastery, Subiaco, on Thursday week last. It appears that there was a 

picnic in the Monastery grounds, for the young lady pupils of the Perth Convent and their friends, and that several of the girls took advantage of the opportunity to have 

a bathe in Mongers Lake, when Miss Costello, the daughter of Mr. Costello of Bunbury, ventured out of her depth and was drowned before assistance could be rendered. 

The Very  Rev. M. Gibney on hearing what had happened hastened to the spot and dived repeatedly in the hope of bringing the unfortunate young lady to the surface 

before life was extinct, but without success. Other assistance was afterwards obtained and the body was ultimately recovered. Miss Costello had been at the Convent 

School for seven years, and died much regretted by her fellow pupil and by all who knew her 

 

 
 

 

Western Australian Times, Tuesday 22 February 1876 

CORONERS INQUEST. 
On Thursday afternoon last, at the Convent of the Sisters of Mercy, Perth, an inquest was held into the circumstances attending the death by 

drowning in Monger's Lake, near Perth, on the 16th inst. of one Mary Anne Costello, some particulars of which were afforded the public in 

our issue of Friday. 

 

E. W. Landor Esq., P.M., as Coroner; with Messrs. John Chas. Chipper, Henry Bell and Wm. Strickland, as Jurors, upon view of the body, heard 

the following evidence." 

 

Elizabeth Little deposed. The convent school was having a Picnic at the Monastery yesterday. Six of the girls went to bathe in the 

Lake. Mary Anne Costello was one of them. It was about 6 o'clock. She and I went into the water together. I and Mary Anne Costello and 

Margt Lawlor went out holding one another's hands I recollect no more what happened until I was under the water. Mary Anne held me 

down, then let go and I rose to the surface. Sank again. She was struggling about. Pushed me, I rose to the surface, saw a boy with a stick 

which I caught hold of and was pulled out. Margt. Lawlor deposed. I was holding the hands of the others. Mary Anne Costello slipped suddenly 

under water and pulled me down. I got over head. She let go of me, and I came to the top and swam ashore. She never came up again. 

Mary Anne Ellis deposed. I was going in. The other three were in. All three suddenly slipped under water. Mary Anne Costello never came up 

again. I sent a little boy who held out a stick, and Miss Little caught hold of it, and he pulled her towards the shore. The Jury upon the 

foregoing evidence found "that the said Mary Anne Costello, on the sixteenth day of February 1876, came to her death by being accidentally 

drowned whilst bathing." 

 

The Jury, to whom the treacherous character of the lake in question is well known, were of opinion that if bathing was again permitted, the 

spot where the accident occurred should be staked off to warn others of their proximity to danger. Mr. Strickland remarked that he knew the 

spot well, and had, on a certain occasion, a narrow escape with his life, from being so suddenly submerged beyond his depth. It appears the 

bank where his sudden declivity obtains runs for a considerable distance along the margin of the lake, fronting the Monastery, and the 



approach to it from the beach in the summer months for bathing purposes is far more limited than in the other season, when the water is 

high, hence the advisability of marking out the dangerous locality. 

 

Western Australian Times, Tuesday 22 February 1876 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Public Life 

John Costello led an active public life contributing to the advancement of his adopted home of Bunbury for much of his life.  

He was elected to Bunbury’s first Municipal Council in 1871 and remained until retiring in 1880. Obituaries record him being a member 

of the preceding town trust.  

Inquirer and Commercial News 13 December 1871 

 
 

 

 

Inquirer and Commercial News 17 March 1880 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Herald 11 November 1871 

 
 

John Costello held employment in positions of responsibility and trust. He is recorded as being the Lighthouse Keeper and Tide Waiter 

& Landing Waiter (customs officer). 

He is recorded in various period news articles as an active member of the local Catholic community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Death 

Died: 29 July 1902, Bunbury, Western Australia 

Buried: Old Roman Catholic Cemetery, Bunbury (Cemetery closed in 1950 and now reclaimed by sand dunes) 

 

 

Bunbury Herald 29 July 1902 
Early on Tuesday morning the death call was responded to by John Costello, an old gentleman of 84 years of age, the oldest of the 

pensioners now left in Bunbury.  

For a great number of years Mr Costello and his wife have resided in one of the pensioners cottages on the White Road, and they were 

highly esteemed by all. Mr Costello was an old soldier, being a private in the 42nd (sic) Foot, and he was a participant in the famous march 

from Candahar to Cabul in 1839. He also saw active service in the black years of 1841-2, when Sir William McNaghten was struggling 

desperately with Akbur Khan. Mr Costello was fond of relating the incidents connected with the mutiny. In India and … he had personally 

many narrow escapes there was no doubt. He had something like contempt for present day fighting, declaring it was free from the risks 

and hardships to which the soldiers of three or four decades ago had to submit.  

In Bunbury, for many years Mr Costello filled the positions of lighthouse keeper, landing waiter and Customs officer, and retired on a 

pension with an excellent record. He was one of the first members of the Town Trust, and subsequently a member of the Town Council, a 

position which he filled for quite a number of years.  

Naturally, he took a great interest in all military matters, and until within a short time of his death he was a kindly critic of the local forces. 

The old man had a long, active, and useful life, serving his Queen faithfully as a soldier and also as a civil officer. 

He leaves a wife, one son and one daughter to mourn their loss. The daughter is the Mother Superior of the Roman Catholic Convent, 

Bunbury.  

The funeral of the deceased took place this afternoon, and very properly it was a military one. A large number of members of the Bunbury 

Rifle Volunteer Corps, under command of Capt. Woodrow, and many members of the South West Mounted Infantry under command Capt 

Moore, attended. The procession was headed by the infantry marching in open order with arms reversed, then came the S.W.M. Infantry 

(dismounted), then the Band in full strength playing a solemn and stately march. The hearse was flanked on either side with members of 

the Hibernian Society and followed by Capts Woodrow and Moore, the immediate relatives of the deceased, and a large following of 

civilians. The remains were interred in the Roman Catholic Cemetery, the final ceremony being performed by Father Broidy. The funeral 

arrangements were in the capable hands of Mr W Brittain.  

Bunbury Herald 29 July 1902 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Death of an old Pensioner. 

There passed away at 1.30 this morning at the ripe old age of 84, John Costelloe, one of the oldest of the few pensioners now left in Bunbury. 

For very many years Mr. Costelloe, with his wife and family, have resided in one of the quaint little pensioners' cottages on the White Road. 

He was an old soldier, having served his Queen as a private in the 42nd Foot. He saw service in Afghanistan in 1842 and was never tired of 

relating stories' of the trials and hardships the British soldiers went through during that trying campaign. For many years the deceased was 

lighthouse-keeper, landing waiter, and Customs officer for the port of Bunbury, and from this office he retired on a pension and with a good 

record as a faithful officer. Old Mr. Costelloe was for many years a town councillor. He first became a "City Father" in the good old days 

when the municipal body used to be known as the "Town Trust", and continued as a councillor after it was formed into a Municipal Council, 

with a Chairman instead of a Mayor. Being an old soldier, he took great interest in volunteering, and many a time in latter years toddled 

down to the Drill Shed, and watched the "Soldiers of the King" go through their drill. On all sides, the old gentleman was esteemed and 

respected and he had many friends amongst the older residents of Bunbury. He leaves; a wife, one son, and one daughter to mourn their 

loss. The daughter is the Mother Superior of the Roman Catholic Convent, Bunbury. The remains of the old soldier will be interred in the 

Roman Catholic Cemetery to-morrow at 3.30 p.m. The deceased will be accorded a military funeral. The members of the Bunbury Rifle 

Volunteer Corps and of the South-West Mounted Infantry (the latter dismounted), will parade at the Drill Shed at 3 p.m. The funeral 

arrangements are being carried out by Mr. W. Brittain. 

Southern Times 29 July 1902 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Bunbury Herald 1 August 1902 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The West Australian Wednesday 30 July 1902 

Our Bunbury correspondent telegraphed last night:—"An old pensioner, named John Costello, aged 84 years, died at his residence in 

White Road early this morning. The deceased served in the 42nd (sic) Foot throughout the Afghanistan Campaign in 1842, and after 

settling down here he became a lighthouse keeper, tide waiter and Customs officer. From these offices he retired on a pension. For many 

years he was a member of the old Town Trust, and he was also a member of the first Bunbury Municipal Council. His daughter is Mother 

Superior of the Roman Catholic Convent at Bunbury. The deceased will be accorded a military funeral to-morrow." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DEATH OF MRS. COSTELLO. 

A very old and much respected resident of Bunbury passed away on Wednesday morning in the person of Mrs. Costello. The deceased lady 

was born in Queen’s Co. Ireland, 87 years ago, and came to Bunbury with her husband (a navy pensioner) in 1830. The Costellos lived in a 

cottage by the estuary ever since their arrival in this State. Mr. Costello predeceased his wife in 1902. By the death of Mrs. Costello, the 

Catholic community here loses one of their finest and best worshippers. She brought a strong faith with her from the old land and made the 

cultivation of that faith the first and greatest duty of her life. Until her health failed latterly in all weathers she made her way to mass and 

to the Altar for Holy Communion. Her virtues, in social life were summed up appropriately by an old friend who declared that in all their 

years of mutual friendship she never heard her utter one uncharitable word against anyone. Mrs Costello leaves many relatives in W.A. Her 

daughter has been Rev Mother of the Mercy Convent in Bunbury, for close on nine years. r.i.p. 

 



 

Other References 

 

“The Bicentennial Dictionary of Western Australians” 

COSTELLO, John.  

Bunbury, Custom Officer. Bunbury.  

Signed a petition 1877 regarding discrimination against expirees.  

d. 29.7.1902, arr. 24.10.1850 per Hashemy as an Enrolled Pensioner Guard.  

m. Ann BERRIGAN.  

Chd. John b. 1853, Ellen, Mary b.1862 d. 1876.  

Formerly  Pte. 40th Regt.  

This family listed at Bunbury 5.1854 by Salvado.  

31.12.1858 granted Lot P.7. 

 Lighthouse keeper Bunbury 1867 & tidewaiter 1873. RC 

 

 

“The Veterans” 

A History of the Enrolled Pensioner Force in Western Australia, 1850-1880  F.H. Broomhall 

Costello, John 

Private 40th Regt 

10 May 1851  Wished to occupy barracks at Bunbury with his family until he can complete a cottage of own (CSO 221 p96) 

31 Dec 1851  Allocated & occupied land at Bunbury. Lot No. unknown (CSO 554 p2392a) 

31 Dec 1858 Granted Pensioners lot P.7 at Bunbury for military service with E.P.F (CO 18/109) 

1870-71   Shown as Cooper in customs Dept, Bunbury (Blue Book 1870-81) 

1892   In receipt of a pension of 8/8/- per annum 

  Lighthouse Keeper Bunbury 

  Witnessed will of Joseph Webb 9th May 1871 of Bunbury 

  Will made 12th May 1902, died 29th July 1902. Wife Ann (lot P7) grandson Martin son of William John. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
i WO97-0560 Royal Hospital Chelsea: Soldiers Service Documents 
ii CO 18/50 21 May 1851 
iii CO 18/81 31 Dec 1953 


