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LINK WITH THE PAST.
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OLD CITY BUILDING TO GO.

Making Way for Church.

Walls that remember Perth's early
soldiery with their red coats, muzzle

loaders and grand manners, listened to
the swish of long petticoats and bro-
caded gowns, md saw the great fire at
the Barracks in the eighties will come
crashing down next week. On Tuesday
the wreckers will be let loose on the
building at the corner of St. George's-
place and St. George's-terrace, succes-
sively a military hospital, a colonel’s resi-
dence, the High School and, in its de-
clining years, an apartment house. One
of the dwindling group of relics of the
State's past the bullding must go to
make way for a church—the First

Church of Christ Scientist, Perth.
Hhmny the building is linked with
the Barracks at the western end
of St. Gmu-temu, Information as
to the parts it has played in the life
of the community were given yesterday
by Mr. Edmond Clifton (a son of the
late Mr. R. C. Clifton (the State's first
Under-Secretary for Lands), Dr. C.
Bryan, and Mr. J. E. Hammond. In
a book dealing with Western Australia
published in 1870 Mr. W. H. Knight gave
a list of the important buildings com-
pleted during the previous ten years. The
third item in the list read:—"Military
barracks and guardroom for pensioners on
an elevation at the west end of St
terrace containing 120 rooms

George's-
and attached to it a military hospital,
marazine. enoking and ablution shed.
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Pensioners’ Barracks (now the Public Works Department).

| liberated. This, Mr. Hammond feels, Is
the origin of the tunnel story.

But the present lessee of the premises,
Mr. E. G. Bushell, declares that there
was A tunnel It has heen filled in for
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was a tunnel. It has been filled in for
many Yyears but passing through the
series of “dungeons” under the hospital
huumm he found evidence on the outer
wall of the existence of a tunnel. Dr,
Bryan is equally certain that a tunnel
connected the Barracks with the hospital.
His father, he says, who lived as a boy
in the Barracks spoke often of the tun-i
nel. The “dungeons” described by Mr.
Bushell, Dr. Bryan says, were not dun-
geons but really part of the tunnel. He
had seen tunnels under English houses
and the foundations of the hospital
building were laid out like English tun-
nels. There was not one tunnel under
what Is now George-street but several
Next week the wreckers will solve the
mystery.

A e e s
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BORN AT THE BARRACKS.
Tunnel Tales Discounted.

Mr. Richard Bloomer, of Newcastle-
street, Perth, believes that he was the
first child born in the Perth Pensioners’
Barracks, now the home of the Pub- ||
lic Works Department and other Gov- |
ernment departments. Mr. Bloomer |
Was born at the Barracks on March 29, |
1867, the son of Christopher Edward
Bicomer, who came from Ireland, and
was one of the first batch cf pensioners
to occupy the building, then quite new. |
Richard was only three months old when |
his father died, but his mother married

li;ha.uuvedinmda.rmnﬂm
tince
“I'm not absolutely certain tha
the first child born there,” he
Tuesday, “but as it was nmm
erection I think I mthlveheen.
Pﬂrentshadilmteaoedqummmd
able to live a family life there.
pemionmwmt blue uniform with
red stripe on tr trousers and
caps. Mypn.rent.shn
but I was the only one born at the Bar-
racks. My brothers were borm in Ire-
land before the family came here and
my step-brothersnndﬂm:rmm
at the Fremantle Barracks.”

|nu:]1edergrmmd tunnel exists or existed at

ssii_a

0
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the other day,” he said. “I was brought
place and I'm certain nothing of
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WHEN SENTRIES STOOD IN PERTH STREETS

A Quaint and Picturesque Aspect
of the City |

HISTORY OF THE ENROLLED GUARD
['&ri T IS a long time since Perth streets were graced

with immaculately uniformed members of the
Enrolled Guard, who stood straight and stock-
still at various points along the route from the
) old jail to Government House. They were a
guaint and picturesque band and gave to the city a
martial touch that has long since disappeared. _
There are among us still, however, some who will
remember them well, who, when they are recalled to
i ill sti to hear the cries of “All's well”
started by No. 1 sentry and echoed by others all along

the route.
In the following article the story of the Enrolled

Guard is traced by one who is an authority on such
history of the State.
(By C.C.T. |
.‘"HI‘:.\' the abolition of the 1':nrullril
' Pensioner Force took place u:-n‘
November 10, 1880, the asthorities
were faced with the position of provid-
ing guards for the convict Estublishmuntl
and magazine at Fremantle; a guard at
Government House, Perth, and an or-
derly for the Goveroor. |
From a list of 70 of the TPensiouer’

TUN hve e vt off A man wers unlactad
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Fotee a tota' of 49 men were selectad,
consisting of one sergeaut-wajor (T. Me-
Carthy, of the 15th Foot Regimeut). &
sergeants (Jas. Cunningham, Thos. Mi-
porgan and Williamn Latimer), three
warders (Sergeants LI, Donohae, 1%
Ouinu and J. Litton), five corporals and
37 privates.  Thix number was added
to in April, INNG. when threce  more
penxioners were tuken  on o form a
guard over the magazine at P’erth, The
commmandant wos Captain M. X, Smith.
the Commissioner  of Police  ag  the
time, formerly of the 44th Foot, who
had retired from the army in ISGT after
@ service of 13 years.  His serviee in-
cluded the Crimean and China wars.

For the  maintenance of the force,
which was cullel the Evrolled Guard, a
sum of L4 was provided by the Tu-
perinl Governmeunt, which grant was o
erase on the J1st March, 1587, when the
guard was to be disbanded.

HE rates of pay were: "\Fr"unt-
major, o8 Gd: sergeants, 4s 6d; cor. i
pora's, 4s: warders, 4s: and privates 3s 1
6d per diem respectively.  Captain |
Smith a< commandant of the guard re-|
ceived £100 per annum in addition "o
bis pay of £400 per anunm as Commis-
gioner of Police.  The pension drawn|
by these men ranged from Sd to 2¢ G
per diem, the average being 1s Gd per;
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per uiem, rhe aversge neimg I va per|

diem, snd their ages from 43 to 35
Quarters am! medical attendance for
themselves and their families were pro-|
vided, whilst the uniform was similar to
that --f the Pensioner Guurd. with the
exceplion of the buttons and mountings,
and conzisted of chaeo. cloth  tuuic.
trousers, serge tunic and sergze troasers|
and greatecoat. The men were entitled
to a l‘llﬂt'ﬂ once every three vears: l.lf.rl]ij
and serge tunic every other rear: cloth)
tronsers every yedar, serge trouscrevery
other year and a greatcosat once in h\v
vears, whilst the extimated anwoal cont !
of the uniform per head was £4. Ar-
raungements were made for these uni-
forms to be sapplied by the Waur Depant. |
quent from their PPimlico Ciothing  Es-

tablishment. ;
On April 21, I8N, arraugements were

made to trapsfer the nhnh- of The :m-
muaition at the Fremwmantle magazine to:
the one at [erth, with the exception of
twelve boxes of Swnider ball cartridges.
which were to he stored at the Bar acks,
Fremautle, whilst the powder belopging
te the Volunteers and Merchants  vre-!
mained at the I'remautle magastine, p

— = i

_\S the term for whueh rhis Eu-

rolled Guard was brougzht into heing
was approaching its end (March. I887)
a recommendation was made to the Im--
perial authorvities that the pen<ionoers
comprising it should be given rhe =ame
cousideration as those who ha served
in the FEnrolled PPensioner [uivee by
having their pensions increascd a~cord-

ing to their length of service. Iy was’
T S | o S I....'L.-Ii'-' ileas s alblic iaa 1.

—
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«tated on their behalf that aithonzh
they were nominally a civil guaird they
had performed exactly the same duties -
as when atrached to the enlisted ['en-
<ioner Force under the command  of
Colonel Kdward ). Harvest.

A further recommendation was that
a grant of £2000 should be made by
the Tmperial Government in order tha
the guard on its disbandment mizht re-
eeive a sum egual to one mounth’s puy
for cach year or portion thereof which
its members have served.

The force ar Fremantle was i the
immediate charge of the serzeant-inajor.
"The prison guard which cousisted of
one corporal aud six privates, mcunted
duty daily at 9 a.m. and all available
men paraded for inspection at the same
time- The sergeant-major had to visit
the prison gnard twice a wetk dnring!
the davtime and twice weekly at night.!
und also to visit the magazine won stint-
lar occasions—the latter being mardedj
by warders who were on the satne rat-
ing for pay as corporals. With  re-!
spect to the Government Ilouwse Gaard.
at Perth the instructions issued  re-|
specting the monnting of the Zuard were
practically similar to the oncs at [re-.
mantle. and it consisted of ong lance-
corporal and three privates, who moun-
ted dury at 9 a.m.., whilst a corpoval
with the vank of lance-sergeant, acted:
a« Governor's orderly. -

For the purposes of discipline  the
members of the guard were sworn in as
police constables. 3

- -

'[‘Ul*} Perth Guard wuas houscd it 1h¢;
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barracks and water for their domes. !
ric requirements was drawn from 1 well|
in the vard which was ©5 feet deep. 1t
was evidently at this well that a lorry:
some few vears agzo had a narro> v cscape
from disaster when the wheels uaerd
through the sarface.

The commaudant of this old guarf‘.,
died in April. 1887, a few days alter,
its disbandment, whew making fiual
preparatious fo visit Enzlanpd. :

No longer is  heard the ooy of llw
septry at the jail, “No. 1: all’s well.”
to be rtuken uap and I'l"]_]{.ilti‘d by thecene
at Government Jlouse. “No. 2:  all's
well.” and echoed by the sentry at the
magazine, “No. 3: all's well.” Their
voices were strops and on a cilin mgcht
could be heard m,hum-r over i'2vii. -.

There were no ﬂhhlrblnr infuenece
sieh as neixy trams, motor “vehisles audl
wirelexs sets in those- duys to mar the;
guiet of the night:  No longer will he!
heard the commaud of “Gr-rr-ouud’
arms ! and no lopzer will the boys of!
Perth play tricks on the septries by’
imitating the commands of the sergeant
on hix rounds!
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An artist’s impression of Perth’s river-front as it was in the él ‘eighties.
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