EDWARD STANTON – Pensioner Warder
Edward Stanton was my great great grandfather – his daughter Elizabeth
Roy, formerly Outred, nee Stanton my inspirational great grandmother.
I’ve tried to establish facts, though even with copies of original certificates
and documents there are inconsistencies. Some of the photographic
material does not have formal copyright approval but where possible
I’ve tried to acknowledge my sources. With little to go on, I’ve taken
the liberty of making the odd educated guess to create a narrative. This
excerpt from my Roy family story is not a formal history – it is a story
cobbled together for family genealogy purposes!

Recently widowed Elizabeth Outred nee Stanton was 26 years old when
she became romantically involved with entrepreneurial French-Canadian
Frank Roy in 1884. Frank 39 was a successful pearling master living at
Lagrange Bay and Elizabeth lived in Cossack with her young son George.
Elizabeth arrived in Western Australia aged 4 years in 1862 aboard the
convict ship Norwood. Her father Edward Stanton was a pensioner
warder on this voyage and as was not uncommon his wife Eliza and young
family travelled with him – Elizabeth, Edwin 2 and baby Emily.
Edward Stanton was born in Market Drayton, a small market town in
Shropshire, and christened there in March 1830*. His parents were
Thomas a gardener and Mary Stanton, and as with many old records
there is some ambiguity as to his actual birth year.
In June 1853 at the time of his enlistment at Salford Barracks in Manchester
Edward’s age was recorded as 20 years suggesting he was born in 1833.
The records state he was a man of good character, 5’ 7½” in height with
a sallow complexion, grey eyes and dark brown hair. Prior to his enlistment
Edward worked as a day labourer and lodged with the Hockinstall family
in Burslem, Stoke-upon-Trent in Staffordshire.
* For the purposes of this story 1830 will be considered his birth year.
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Mark Churms print

No. 2980 Private Edward Stanton’s service with Her Majesty’s 33rd
Regiment of Foot serving under Lieutenant General Henry D’Oyly began
in June 1853. The following year he left England to serve in the Crimea
with the now renamed Duke of Wellington’s 33rd Regiment of Foot.

Top: The British Crimea Medal
1854-1856. This medal was
awarded to 275,000 men of the
British Army and Navy.
Above: The Turkish Crimea
Medal 1854-1856. Issued by
Abdülmecid I Sultan of Turkey
to the armies of his allies for
services in the Crimean War.
Edward Stanton would have been
a recipient of these medals.
Photo and description Crimean War Veterans
in Western Australia WAGS website
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According to his military records Private Stanton was wounded at what
was considered the first battle of the Crimean War – the Battle of the
Alma – fought on 20 September 1854. Bitter fighting took place with
the 33rd suffering extensive casualties in the hand-to-hand combat.
Edward sustained gunshot injuries to the left side of his back and abdomen
with damage to a kidney. However with youth and perhaps also luck on
his side he eventually recovered from his wounds but his injury left him
unfit for continued service!
After two years ten day’s service Edward was invalided from the Army in
July 1855. His subsequent disability, resulting from his injuries, saw him
discharged with from the military a pension of 1s 2d per Diem (day) paid
to him at Newcastle-under-Lyme.

Left: Edward Stanton military
discharge document dated 1855.
According to this document Lieut.
General Henry D’Oyly of Her
Majesty’s Thirty Third Reg. of
Foot was Edward’s commanding
officer.
Research shows Lieutenant
General Henry D’Oyly (Torrens)
served in the Crimean War at the
major battles, for which he was
awarded the Légion d’honneur.
‘The 33rd Regiment was
originally formed in 1702 as
Huntingdon’s Regiment of Foot
and was retitled 33rd Regiment
of Foot in 1751. It later served
in the American Revolution, in
India under the command of
Lieutenant-Colonel (later full
Colonel) Arthur Wellesley, at
the Battle of Waterloo, in the
Crimean War and in Abyssinia.
Owing to its links with Wellington,
the title ’The Duke of Wellington’s
Regiment’ was granted to the
33rd Regiment on 18 June 1853,
on the anniversary of the Battle
of Waterloo in the year following
Wellington’s death. Subsequently,
the regiment was presented
with a new stand of Regulation
Colours on the 28 February
1854, emblazoned with its new
distinctions of the name of the
Duke of Wellington, his crest
and motto, by the Colonel of the
Regiment, Lieutenant General
Sir Henry D’Oyley. The regiment
departed for the Crimea the
following day’.
Document from the National Archives,
London and the information about D’Oyly
from Military History in the Making website.
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“BURSLEM is a market town and
parish, three miles north east from
Newcastle and two from Hanley.
This place appears, from the most
authentic records, to have been
distinguished, at an early period,
for the excellence and variety
of clay with which its vicinity
abounds; and to have been noted
for its manufactory of pottery
and earthenware – for which, in
the 17th century, it became the
principal station in this kingdom.
The town is pleasantly situate on
a rising ground, and contains many
admirably arranged manufactories,
numerous dwellings for the
workmen employed therein,
many good houses for the
superintendents of the works, and
some handsome edifices for the
proprietors.
The market house, or town hall, is
a neat modern structure of brick,
situated nearly in the centre of
the town. Adjacent to the town
hall, and of more recent erection,
is a handsome covered market,
ornamented with a neat portico.
There are places of worship in the
parish for Baptists, independents,
the primitive, Wesleyan, and new
connexion of Methodists, and the
Roman Catholics ...
... There are, besides, a national
school, and a free grammar school
for a limited number of boys.”

Pigot & Co’s 1841 Directory of Staffordshire

Top right: Pitcher and figurine
circa 1850 – fine examples of
Burslem pottery.
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Two years after his discharge Edward 27 employed as a potter married Eliza
Forrester 24 in Burslem, Staffordshire, on 16 February 1857. Daughter of
James a potter and Ann Forrester, Eliza was employed as a potter’s wheel
turner – perhaps Edward’s wheel turner! The year following their marriage
daughter Elizabeth Stanton was born in Burslem on 14 January 1858. In
1860 a son Edwin Stanton was born, also in Burslem. The 1861 Census
notes Edward was a pensioner working as a potter living at 22 Haywood
Place, Burslem, Stoke-Upon-Trent, father of Elizabeth 3 and Edwin 1.
The Burslem potteries at this time produced some of the finest pottery
in England but the many kilns created significant pollution. Ill health was
widespread for those living in the area and working in the potteries –
respiratory disease the primary cause of death. Seeing only a bleak future
for his children growing up in such an environment may have prompted
Edward to look for a way out.
At the time of his discharge from the Army, as part of the English government’s
emigration policy, military pensioners (retired soldiers) could find
employment accompanying convict ships to Australia. Pensioner Warders, as
they were known, once in the colony were encouraged to find work among
the free settlers and were not generally retained as permanent convict
guards. In applying to become a military pensioner Edward was accepting:
The Salary will commence at £52 with an increase, contingent upon good conduct,
of £1 per annum, until it reaches the sum of £62.

He will be allowed a free passage to the Colony for himself, and also for his wife and
family, if he have any, and they will severally be supplied with rations on board. His
full salary will commence from the date of his appointment, and he will be allowed
rations for himself, after his arrival in Western Australia, but not for his wife or family.
He will receive from Mr. Barnard, the Colonial Agent General, whose office is at
No. 5 Cannon Row,Westminster, and to whom he will make application for that
purpose personally or in writing, an advance of four months’ salary to enable
him to provide himself with the necessary outfit, on his signing an agreement to
guard the public against loss in the event of his relinquishing his appointment or
failing to proceed to his destination.
No allowance for rations can be granted from the period of his receiving his
appointment to the date of his embarking for his destination.
If the passage be granted on a convict ship, as is usually the case, the Assistant
Warder is expected to make himself useful during the voyage, in the management
of the convicts, and is in all respects to consider himself under the orders of the
Surgeon Superintendent.

The sailing ship Norwood.
Sunderland National Maritime Museum,
Greenwich, UK (PY0635)

An officer on board Norwood
reported an unusual event of
the voyage: ‘On the evening of
Friday the 2nd of May, in latitude
27 deg. south long. 25 deg. west
a most brilliant meteor was
seen close to the ship, emitting
a beautiful blue-tinted light,
illuminating the whole ship and
sails fore and aft.’

Circa 1861/62 Eliza gave birth to daughter Emily Stanton. Despite
extensive research Emily’s place of birth remains unknown but it is possible
she was born while the family travelled from their home in Burslem to
their port of departure. Edward, Eliza and their young family sailed from
Portland, England on 13 March 1862.
After 85 days at sea the Norwood sailed into Fremantle on 9 June. The
Inquirer and Commercial News reported: “She dropped anchor on Monday,
9th inst., after a quick and prosperous voyage”. The Norward carried 92 free
passengers comprising 30 Pensioner Warders and their families and 290
convicts – Edward one of the 30 Pensioner Warders. On arrival in the
Colony the majority of the Pensioner Force were garrisoned at Fremantle
where most of the convicts were located – it is assumed this is where the
Stanton family first settled.
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The prison at Fremantle with
officer accommodation in the
foreground – the photograph
taken circa 1870.
Photograph State Records Office, WA

Right: An excerpt from the
Register of Heritage Places –
Assessment Documentation
looking at the history of the
Geraldton Drill Hall gives a
background to the situation in
the colony just prior to Edward
and Eliza’s arrival.

In 1859, the War Office decided that the regular army unit ... should be withdrawn
from the colony and garrison duties taken over entirely by Pensioner Guards. Before
the regular troops could be removed, the Pensioner Force had to be increased, and
to that end a number of convict ships in the early 1860s carried fifty Pensioner
Guards instead of the usual thirty.
To prepare for the removal of the regular force and provide for the military defence
of the Colony with limited means, the Executive Council authorised the formation of
volunteer forces, with gazette of The Volunteer Force Ordinance on 18 November
1861.A regular soldier cost about £100 a year to maintain, while a volunteer could
be maintained for less than £3, and where a regular soldier required barracks, the
volunteer had his own home and held a job, thus continuing to contribute to the
development of the Colony while also being available for its defence.

Enrolled Pensioner Force badge
WA 1850 – 1880. This badge is
presumably a replica of one worn
by Edward.
This replica badge, purchased
by the author through the WA
Genealogical Society is only
issued to family members in
a direct line to an Enrolled
Pensioner.
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While expected to find work on arrival in the colony, Enrolled Pensioner
Guards were paid a retainer and were required to be available to serve in
the case of an outbreak among the prisoners. They were also required to
undertake twelve days of exercises a year and were expected to do so for
at least seven years after their arrival.
Some continued in service as warders or other officials in the local convict
depot or station while the remainder attempted to become settlers, except
for their 12 days of paid duty per year.

To encourage Enrolled Pensioners to settle in the Colony they were
offered an allotment of ten acres of land which they could select and
lease for seven years, after which they would then own freehold. As an
added incentive a gratuity of £10 would be given to each and the use of
convict labour to help clear the land and assist in constructing a basic
two-roomed cottage – comprising an outer room with external door and
fireplace and an inner room.
The allotment grants were situated close to depots and centres of
convict activity in what were effectively small villages. The initiative was
apparently largely unsuccessful because Enrolled Pensioners were reluctant
to take up grants in remote locations, or because the allotments were small
and the land unsuitable for cultivation and therefore difficult to make a living
from. While some Enrolled Pensioners did take up the offer, research to
date reveals Private Edward Stanton of the Pensioner Force Perth did not.
It is not known how Edward was employed on his arrival in the Colony. It
is understood he worked as a carpenter and may even have had a hand in
the construction of The Barracks, accommodation for the Enrolled Pensioner
Force and their families begun in 1863 and completed in 1866. It is not known
where the Stanton family lived, or if they at any time resided at The Barracks.

Pensioner Guard John Tunney.
Photograph State Library of Western Australia

The Enrolled Pensioner wore
a double-breasted blue frock
coat with red cuff and collar, to
distinguish them from the regular
soldier whose coat was red. The
rest of their uniform comprised
dark grey trousers with a red
strip, and black cloth forage cap
with red band and brass star. The
privates were armed with muskets
and bayonets, and the sergeants
with swords and cavalry carbines.

The Barracks, at the head of
St George’s Terrace in Perth –
begun in 1863 and completed in
1866 – it was built to house the
Enrolled Pensioner Force.
Today only the arch remains.
Photograph WA Museum
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Ticket-of-leave was a document of
parole issued to convicts who had
shown they could be trusted with
some freedoms.

Convict Depots handling the distribution of ticket-of-leave men became
established in various areas including the Champion Bay District near
Geraldton, and Greenough south of Geraldton. Edward is known to have
been a passenger to and from Champion Bay from time to time.
The Greenough Front Flats were first settled in 1852 and within a few years had
developed into a highly successful wheat growing area. The people who settled
in the area were poor (some were ex-convicts from the Labour Depot at Port
Gregory) and many of the farms were prepared for sowing with nothing more
than a shovel. Sowing was commonly done by hand and wheat reaped with a
sickle. That same year Clinch’s Mill was built and houses, usually made from
either local limestone or mud bricks, began to go up. In the next decade most of
the buildings were constructed. With a population of over 1000 wheat farmers
there was an obvious need for a hotel – the Hampton Arms was completed in
1863, a general store – Gray’s Store was built in 1861, a police station built by
convicts between 1863-1868*, and a school 1860. Sydney Morning Herald 11 December 2007
Convict labour was widely used to construct roads and buildings. Between
1863 and 1868* Edward is known to have employed several ticket-ofleave men, one of whom was a quarrier. It seems likely he was involved
with construction of the Greenough police station, and was perhaps also
responsible for road repairs there. It may explain why in 1864 he subscribed
2s 0d to the Greenough Fire Fund to help victims of a fire at Greenough Flats.
In April 1866 Eliza gave birth to twins Eliza and Edward Stanton in
Perth. Tragically the babies died soon after – Eliza at three weeks on 17
May and Edward three weeks later on 4 June. Both infants were buried
in the East Perth Cemetery.

Top: Gray’s general store 1861.
State Library WA

Above and middle: Greenough
Police Station and gaol 18631968, believed to have been
worked on by Edward Stanton
during those years.
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Shipping reports indicate Stanton family members travelling between
Champion Bay and Perth between 1866 and 1867. The Perth Gazette of 19
July 1867 lists ‘Mrs Stanton and 3 children’ as cabin passengers on the Favorite,
sailing for Champion Bay, suggesting the family accompanied Edward there
on at least one occasion, or were perhaps even resident there for a time.

*
The Perth Gazette and West Australian Times

Left: Edwin’s image in the
photograph has been damaged
and is unreadable so the image
above, taken at the same
time, has been superimposed.
Unfortunately there is no
alternative image of Elizabeth as
a child.
Photograph Suellen Roy Collection

This unidentified photo from Kitty Roy’s album is believed to be of Elizabeth
and her siblings taken circa 1868. The girl on the left believed to be Elizabeth
is aged about 10 years, an unidentified child on her knee aged about 2, Emily
known as Emmie 7 years and Edwin 8. It is possible the unidentified child,
who appears fair compared to the Stanton children, was adopted by Edward
and Eliza – perhaps at the time of the photograph was taken? (There is no
record of Eliza and Edward having further children after 1866 and in 1867
Eliza travelled to Champion Bay with only three children.)
Charmingly the Stanton family all have names beginning with ‘E’ – Edward,
Eliza, Elizabeth, Edwin, Emily, (and the twins who died Eliza and Edward)!
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Understanding the Stanton
family circumstances based
on flimsy evidence:
Edward, known as a person of
good character when a young
private in the army, aged in his
late 30s and 40s is a family man
with a drinking problem. When
sober he may have been an
exemplary husband and father
but his lapses paint an unsettling
picture of how it must have
affected his family! It seems
likely his escalating drinking
problem also made him an
unreliable breadwinner and Eliza
may have had to work to support
the family.
It becomes apparent there were
probably periods when Edward’s
employment took him away
from home leaving Eliza and
the children alone in Fremantle.
Without extended family to
support her she was faced with
raising three young children alone
– the one constant in their lives.
At times of his father’s drunken
episodes Edwin, as an adolescent,
may have seen himself protector
of his mother and sisters. It is
known Elizabeth had a lifelong
deep affection for her brother
which may have stemmed from
this time.
To keep Eliza’s subsequent brief
brush with the law in perspective
– what was considered ‘obscene
and disgusting language’ in 1869
might seem very tame today.
Also, who knows the provocation?
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In the late 1860s Edward and Eliza’s personal life came under scrutiny
when both appeared separately before the Fremantle Police Court. In
mid April 1869 – according to the Fremantle Herald – ‘P. C. James Healey,
charged Edward Stanton, pensioner with creating a disturbance in the public
street, and assaulting his wife. Remanded for 5 days, his wife being unable to
appear.’ A week later on 24 April Eliza also appeared – ‘Margaret Vance and
Eliza Stanton, both wives of pensioners were charged with using obscene and
disgusting language in the public street. Fined 5s. each.’
In July 1870 Edward appeared before the Perth Police Court: ‘1 month hard
labour. E. Stanton, drunk and incapable in Bazaar Terrace on the 22nd; fined 5s.’
Edward would appear to have developed a problem with alcohol. Research
suggests these are the earliest documented incidences of his appearing
before the Courts in Western Australia. As a young man Edward was said
to be a man of good character. Perhaps his Crimean War injuries caused
him ongoing pain and he drank to mask it, or perhaps life in the new
Colony, working with convicts, exposed him to influences which changed
him turning him into a sometimes abusive drunk. Whatever the case the
Stanton children were exposed to an ugly side of their father’s character.
In 1871 Eliza appeared on the side of the law as witness to a theft when
Thomas Wilson stole a blanket from Archibald Miller!
‘Eliza Stanton sworn deposed: I am a pensioner’s wife and live in the same row of
cottages with Miller; in fact the door of my house faces his. Miller sells vegetables.
I know the prisoner at the bar. I saw him on the 4th February at Miller’s; I was
in my own house at the time; this was in the afternoon. I saw him again a little
before 10 o’clock, it was a beautiful moonlight night. I saw him go in and open
Miller’s box, and take something out of it, I instantly recognized it as Miller’s blanket;
I had seen it before. He then threw it over a fence, and staid there a short time;
I also remained. I then gave information to police constable Burnside, who went
and took up the blanket. This is the blanket, (produced). Archibald Miller, sworn,
said: I sell fruit and vegetables. I know this blanket, (produced). I saw it when I
went out in the afternoon of the 4th. I next saw it at the police court. Constable

Burnside deposed to having been called on the evening of the 4th February by Mrs
Stanton, who gave him the information respecting the blanket. He picked it up,
and it had not left his possession since ...’

Understanding Edward
Stanton’s employment:

Ultimately a verdict of ‘Guilty’ was recorded and Wilson was sentenced to
3 years penal servitude – harsh sentences no doubt necessary in an attempt
to address the lawlessness rife in the Colony at that time.

1853-1855: Soldier, England and
the Crimea.

Just 19 years old Edward and Eliza’s eldest daughter Elizabeth married
Hiram George Outred, ten years her senior (ref 4237). George, as
Hiram was known, was the youngest son of John and Sarah Outred from
Kent. The young man skippered vessels plying the coast between Bunbury
in the South and Cossack in the North, away from port for days at a time
– he was also a pearler. They married in Fremantle on 4 February 1877 and
it appears from shipping notices the young couple may have lived in the
Champion Bay area.
The marriage was nearly a short one when a short time later George,
master of the cutter Hampton, came close to losing his life when the vessel
foundered in a storm – the experience no doubt giving Elizabeth an early
understanding of the dangers George faced at sea. She was doubtless
relieved, so too the ship’s owner probably, with the news it was not wrecked
as The Western Australian Times reported on 25 May 1877:
‘The vessel was first seen by Sergt. Anderson and Mr. M. Hammersley, who were
on their way to Greenough, from Geraldton. The ship turned out to be the cutter
Hampton 20 tons, George Outred, master, from Fremantle, bound for Shark’s Bay.
She was deserted by the captain and crew, and came upon the beach without
any damage except to the rudder. Some young gentlemen rode off to the scene
of the wreck and finding the vessel deserted claimed her, but have since handed
her over to the captain and crew on behalf of the owner. When I saw the wreck
on Sunday afternoon none of the cargo was damaged, neither was the vessel
leaking. She was as close to the shore as possible for her to come, and had also
all sails set, just as she came ashore.

1850-1852: Labourer, Burslem,
England.

1856-1862: Potter, Burslem.
1862: Arrived WA as a Pensioner
Warder aboard the Norwood.
1863-68: Pensioner working
as a carpenter in the Perth /
Champion Bay area.
1869-1870: Before the WA
Courts identified as ‘pensioner’
drunk and disorderly – and
perhaps also unemployed?
1870-1879: Periodic travel
between Shark Bay and
Fremantle – station hand?
1878-1879: Before the WA
Courts drunk and disorderly.
1880: Edward spent much of the
last months of his life in prison.
Documentary evidence:
1884: Elizabeth and Frank
Roy’s marriage certificate notes
Edward’s profession as ‘pensioner’
– conveniently ambiguous?
1888: Emily and John Johnson’s
marriage certificate notes Edward’s
profession as ‘station hand’. Aged
18/19 when her father died she is
most likely to remember what he
was doing just prior to his death.
1921: Emily and Frederick
Nicholson’s marriage certificate
notes Edward’s profession as
‘carpenter’ – best fits with what
little is known of Edward.
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Captain Outred and his crew having earlier abandoned the Hampton
believing she was about to founder had made a perilous but safe return
to shore.
Shipping notices indicate that around this time Edward travelled periodically
between Shark Bay and Fremantle. It is believed he worked, probably
seasonally, as a station hand on one of the several sheep stations established
in the 1860s in the Shark Bay area. E Stanton, a passenger from Shark Bay,
arrived in Fremantle on 29 April 1878 – his return home timely. A few days
later Elizabeth gave birth to her first son Hiram William Edwin Outred (ref
18844) in Fremantle, the little boy Edward’s first grandchild.
While it appears he managed to stay clear of the law for several years, in
July 1878 just weeks after the birth of his grandson Edward was once again
before the Court – ‘drunk, obscene language, indecent conduct’. He spent
from 9 July to 9 August 1878 in jail.
Tragically on 11 May 1879, just one year old, Elizabeth and George’s baby
son died. The cause according to the death certificate was ‘dentition’ – a
gum infection as a result of teething was in little Hiram’s case deadly.
Edward Stanton once considered a man of good character spent the Christmas of
1879 in gaol. Charged with being drunk he was sentenced to a fine of 20 shillings
or 14 days in the Fremantle gaol. In April the following year Edward was again
charged and gaoled for 14 days, then in May and June for a further 21 days
each month – his drinking problem had reached a crisis point. Perhaps at
her mother’s request Elizabeth travelled to Fremantle from Cossack, where
it is believed she and George were resident, arriving 30 June 1880.
The Perth Police Gazette reported the sad culmination of Edward’s alcoholdriven problems of previous months and years. On 1 July, the day after her
arrival in Fremantle, Elizabeth’s father Edward Stanton died aged 50 in the
High Street. The Police Gazette of 7 July noted under ‘Inquests’: On the 2nd
inst., at Fremantle, before J.G. Slade, R.M. and Coroner, on the body of Edward
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Stanton, pensioner, who died suddenly in High Street on the 1st inst. Verdict –
“Death caused by rupture of a blood vessel, caused by violent coughing.” An
obituary appearing in the Perth Inquirer noted he was “a veteran of the
Crimean War and/or Indian Mutiny who died recently and suddenly on the street
after receiving his pension”.
Nine months after the death of her father, on 5 April 1881 Elizabeth gave birth
to George Edward Giles Outred in Cossack. ‘Edward’ for the grandfather
the little boy would never know.

A cell in the gaol at Fremantle
typical of the one Edward
Stanton spent much of the last
months of his life.

The register of BDM for Westerm Australia has no record of Edward
Stanton’s death. The Archives Research Officer at the State Records
Office notes:
‘I can confirm that Edward Stanton’s name is not recorded in
the official death registers for WA – but cannot explain why,
particularly as he died in the street and not some lonely bush
property.
‘I also could not find a reference to where he was buried among
existing (but admittedly incomplete) records of interments at
cemeteries in Skinner St Fremantle and at East Perth.’
It is likely Edward was buried at East Perth – the burial place of his
infant twin babies who died in 1866.
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